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CIVIL SERVICE ORGANIZATION. 


OR some years past great efforts have been | 

made to secure for this country a ciyil service 
establishment, or, as it has been happily termed, 
a “scientific administration” of the Government. 
When we turn to other branches of the Govern- 
ment, we find that the scientific distribution of 
taxes and the scientific apportionment of representa- 
tion "are deemed | absolutely necessary ; but the pro- 
ject of a scientifically-organized civil service is un- 
able to gain a footing. We have science in the in- 
surance business, because insurance companies are 
really trustees of the people, holding large sums in 
their care; merchants require science in the man- 
agement of each other’s affairs, because science— 
which means knowledge—alone can give stability 
to mercantile adventure. It igonly when we turn 
to the great concerns of the nation—business con- 
ducted by a few men for the benefit of the many, 
and infinitely greater in extent than the trade of 
any merchant—that we find knowledge and stabili- 
ty of mean repute. 

Scientific administration does not mean imperial- 
ism in government, nor centralization, nor the #p- 
plication of abstruse theories of government. It 
means simply organization on a well-proportioned 
system, and advancement according to service and 
merit. We spoke a week or two ago of the method 
by which the late reduction of the Army was ac- 
complished, explaining that the painful but neces- 
sary task had been performed in the light of a strict 
reference to the recorded service of the officers. 
That was scientific administration, and the fact 
that no other course was felt to be allowable where 
the labor was so difficult and delicate is a sufficient 
recommendation of the principle. 

We have, in fact,in the Army and Navy not 
merely the only branches of the public service ad- 
ministered on scientific principles, but also in their 
history and character we have many proofs of the 
value of these principles. We find in the military 
services an esprit de corps, a sense of service honor, 
a knitting-in of each member to the whole personnel, 
which the civil service utterly lacks. Crimes are 
perpetrated constantly by its members, but there is 
no feeling of disgrace, no participation in the shame 
by the whole body. But inthe Army, where scien- 
tific administration has bred an honorable esprit de 
corps, the lying of half a dozen cadets at West Point 
has made every officer tremble Jest the spread of the 
vice should endanger the future standing of his 
much-loved service. 

Appointment} by favor, tenure by favor, promo- 
tion by favor, and this favor always the price of 
small political service done for some Congressman— 
this is civil service as at present organized. Ap- 
pointment after examination, tenure by faithfulness, 
promotion by merit, subjection to no man’s whim, 
trembling before no politician's power—this is sci- 
entific administration. It is a success in the Army 
and Navy, and would succeed in the civil service. 
The objections urged against the systematizing of 
promotion, and examination of applicants should be 
equally forcible against the military system. It is said 
that by systematic promotion the high offices, where 
talent and executive ability are needed, would be- 
long by right to lower officers who might not 
have exhibited the necessary qualities. But that 
has not been found an objection in the Army and 
Navy. Each cadet at West Point has a reversion 
of the generalship, but that has not filled the high 
offices of the Army with routine men. All through 
our history we have had able and original minds at 
headquarters, and it may fairly be said that the 
ability of the men in high positions in the two ser- 
vices has exceeded anything that was to be expect- 
ed from the opportunities for professional training 
which our limited establishment has offered. 

The charge that life service of Government offi- 





or at least a privileged class who would pass their 
lives in official positions, is absurd. The truth is 
that it is our present system which makes a privi- 
leged class, and that class is composed of the peo- 
ple’s representatives. Each Congressman is despot 
of half a dozen unhappy clerks, who have to render 
feudal service to keep their places. In the Army 
and Navy we have nothing of this kind. The de- 
mands which a superior may make of an inferior of- 
ficer are defined by law and custom, and cover mili- 
tary services alone. 

There can be no doubt of the ultimate success of 
civil service reform. The importance of good or- 
ganization has greatly increased with the spread of 
the country and of its Government affairs. The 
sooner the fate of clerks at eight hundred or a thou-" 
sand a year is taken out of the hands of Congress- 
men, the sooner will our national politics become 
the field where great issues are arrayed, rather than 
the contest of small politicians for small personal 
advantages. 








Ir is not an infrequent thing in our legislation 
to see Congress ignorant or at least oblivious of its 
own legislation, and a forgetfulness of this kind un- 
dermines the late action of the House in regard to 
West Point. In the 92d Article of War it is declared 
that as courts of inquiry “may be perverted to dis- 
honorable purposes, and may be considered as en- 
gines of destruction to military merit in the hands 
of weak and envious commandants, they are hereby 
prohibited unless directed by the President or de- 
manded by the accused.” So the Secretary of War 
is unable to convene such a court even at the sug- 
gestion of the House. The language in which the 
prohibition is expressed is so pat to the present case 
that it might have been written with “ West Point 
troubles” in view. The court of inquiry demanded 
by the House certainly might be considered as an 
engine of destruction to military merit; and we 
fear that a plea that the House of Representatives is 
a body of weak and envious commandants would 
not be altogether specious. The House is indebted 
to the officers of the Academy whom they impeach 
for rescuing it from a dilemma. It recommends the 
Secretary of War to violate the articles which it has 
laid down for his guidance, and the officers accused 
of incapacity come to its relief by requesting the 
inquiry in their case, taking the only legal and or- 
derly course which has been followed in all this 
business. 

This is by no means the only piece of folly com- 
mitted by the House in its haste to condemn the au- 
thorities of the Academy. Its resolutions censure 
the professors as well as the officers, and demand the 
restoration of Cadet BARNES who was found defi- 
cient in January. The fact is the party to the 
quarrel who comes out of it with least credit is the 
House of Representatives. 








“A Victim” writes to us to offer a suggestion to 
the Pay Department of the Navy in regard to the 
common practice in the service for the paymaster 
or his clerk to present the cash-book to an officer for 
his signature, with the amount of his pay marked in 
figures only, either in pencil or ink, so that the fig- 
ure 3-may readily be altered to 5, 1 to 4, etc., by an 
unprincipled person, without fear of detection for 
three or more years. After such a lapse of time, it 
would of course be almost impossible for an officer to 
call to mind the amount he actually received ; and 
admitting he could do so, or that his private ac- 
counts showed that he had been paid no more than 
his due, it would be no evidence against the fact 
that his signature covered the amount* with which 
he was charged. It therefore behooves an officer, 
our correspondent thinks, to set aside a fund for the 
payment of possible stoppages, that he may not be 
pecuniarily crippled by the deduction of hundreds of 
dollars from his pay. As the evidence is entirely on 
the side of the Government at present, he suggests 
that whenever an officer receives money, the amount 
be written out in full as well as recorded in figures 





cers would establish a kind of aristocracy among us, 
| 


|in the cash-book, and that the paymaster be re- 





quired to furnish the officer with a brief memoran- 
dum setting forth the amount in full and in figures, 
dated and signed by him, which should be retained 
by the officer as his voucher, and to which he might 
refer for his own satisfaction, and exhibit as proof, 








in case of a stoppage of pay by the Fourth Auditor 
of the Treasury. 








THE only flag lost by the Germans in this war was 
taken near Dijon, January 23, by a body of Francs- | 
tireurs. It is worthy of note that the captors were 
armed with repeating rifles of the Winchester pat- 
tern. A further proof of the value of repeating arms 
is, that the men who used them in this case had re- 
ceived them only a few days before the fight. The 
action took place in the night, and amid woods. 
Repeating rifles are undoubtedly capable of doing 
terribly effective service ; and though the Germans 
give no account of their losses in the affair near Di- 
jon, it is probable from the determination and pluck 
their soldiers have exhibited all through this war, 
that the standard was not taken until the force 
guarding it had been nearly or quite destroyed. 
The French say that the whole regiment was de- 
stroyed ; but as the standard of only one battalion— 
the Second—was captured, the story must be put 
down among the French exaggerations which have 
been so numerous. American arms have been on 
their trial in France, and it is no slight proof of their 
value that one of the few trophies gained by the 
French has fallen to the lot of men with our weap- 
ons in their hands. 








Ovuk correspondent “Old Inhabitant” deserves 
the thanks of the Army for the unexpected testimo- 
ny he contributes to the importance of military in- 
stitutions in this country, and the evidence he offers 
as to the value of our Army as a missionary organ- 
ization. Mormonism, it appears, is likely to be wiped 
out merely by the moral influence of our troops. The 
corner stone of the Mormon creed is that seven wo- 
men shall lay hold on one man, but we are going to 
prevent that by marrying six of the ladies to six gal- 
lant men of war. Three companies at Camp Doug- 
las have married fourteen Mormon women since last 
summer; the company which was there before them 
took twenty, and, as our correspondent suggests, the 
long sought-for “ solution of the Mormon problem” 
lies simply in the frequent changing of troops in that 
Territory. 


A BALL was given at Plattsburgh Barracks, N. Y., 
Monday, February 20, by Battery G, Fifth U. 8. Artil- 
lery, under the auspices of the post commander, Brevet 
Major-General Richard Arnold, U. 8. Army, captain 
Fifth Artillery. The officers of the garrison were present 
with the ladies of their families, and dancing was kept 
up until day dawn, being only interrupted to partake of 
a supper served in one of the large mess-rooms. The ta- 
bles were handsomely ornamented, and showed. the 
handiwork of the ladies of the garrison, who had inter- 
ested themselves in the management of the cuisine. 
On the walls of the ball-room were displayed the national 
colors, together with representations of battle scenes and 
portraits of distinguished generals surrounded with 
wreaths of evergreen ; and pendent from the ceilings and. 
on the walls festoons of evergreen were prettily arranged 
with different designs, while the windows and alcoves of 
the room were adorned with the implements of warfare. 














Tue Boston Zranscript says of our editorial article of 
last week on the “Army and West Point”: “The Axmy 
AND Navy JouBNAL may be unconsciously a little bi- 
assed and push some of its views too far; but just at 
this time what it has to say and all it has to gay about 
the Military Academy should be read by those who 
would hear both sides, form fair judgments, and not be 
led astray by the declamation of politicians against an 
institution which, whatever changes and reforms it may 
need, cannot be spared until that distant day when 
swords shall be beaten into ploughshares. The editorial 
in the last issue, especially where it refers to the initia- 
tion of the true Indian policy, and where it treats of the 
unavoidable difficulties attending the forcing of colored 
cadets upon the Army, is well worth considering. Its 
talk is commendable for its difference in tone from that 
too common at the Capitol.” 


’ 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 
‘Wan DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, } 
WASHINGTON, February 24, 1871. 
General Orders No. 15. 

In consideration of the reduced number of paymasters, 
and to carry out the requirements of General Orders No. 
7, 1871, on recommendation of the Pa ter-General, 
depot and division chief paymasters, as heretofore desig- 
nated in erders, are abolished. 

The Pa will supply chief paymasters 
of departments the funds necessary for the payment of 


their respective ts direct. Department chief 
——- will transmit their periodical estimates for 
to the Paymaster-General direct. 

The Division of the Pacific is for the present excepted 
from the > ae of this order. 

Colonel N. W. Brown, assistant popwecien qunenl 
will assume the duties of chief paymaster of the Depart- 
ment of the East, relieving Major Henry Prince. 

Colonel Daniel McClure, assistant paymaster 





-general, 
will assume the duties of chief ter Department of 
the South, relieving Major A. H. Seward. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. Fry, deputy paymaster- 
general, will assume the duties of chief pa ter De- 
partment of the Missouri, relieving Major F. E. Hunt. 

Department chief paymasters will report to their 

department commanders and be stationed at the 
cody headquarters, unless otherwise directed by 
their department commanders. 

Major T. H. Stanton, paymaster, is detached from the 
Department of the East, and will awyit orders in this 


city. 

Tiajor J. W. Nicholls, paymaster, is detached from 
the Department of the South. . He will close and make 
fall returns of his reconstruction disbursements without 


delay, and then to the general commanding the 
ent of ota for ~~. in that department. 
order of the Secretary of War. 


E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Februery 27, 1871. 
General Orders No. 16. 
The following act of Congress is published for the 
information and government of all concerned : 
(GexenaL NaturE—No. 22.) 


Aw Aor making @ tions for the support of the Mili 
Academy Ee the fecal year ending fans 30, 1872. wd 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Americain That the following sums 


aang 


verereryz 


2222 





be, 
and the same are hereby, ap ted out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise a , for the support of the Mili- 
tony Aantony for the year the 30th of June, 1872 : 
additional pay of officers, and for pay of instructors, cadets, 
and musicians, 775 50. 
improvements, $22,590. 
For fuel and a $14,000. 
For annual rs of gas-pi metres, and retorts, $300. 
For fuel for ’ mess-! shops, and laundry, $3,500. 
postage and telegrams, $200. 
fation, $1,200 
. \ 
type and materials for office and diplomas for graduates, 
cadet registers, class reports, and blanks, $300. 
ompensation to pressman and uthesumtber, $100. 
lerk to disbursing officer and quartermastar, $1,650. 
lerk to adjutant, $1,500. 
terk to treasurer, $1,500. 
~~ t of — in sarees : For surveyor’s com- 
pass, ; chain, ; velling- , ; ta 12 > re- 
to instruments, $20; text-books for instrustore a0, in all, 


the ;sception visitors. $300; for repai ’ 
ete a $500; in all, $1,050. “a 
en and aay engineering : For models, maps, and text-books 

Natural and’ experimental philtbophy : For pocket barometer, 
$75 ; for te betenduen! éo mepete and contingencies, $200; com- 

a’ ; . 

Drawing : For pencil models for second class, $50; colored mod- 
els for second class, $50; models for third class, $50; 
ae haa $25; paper, pencils, colors, and 
Ethics: For text-books, books of reference, and statienary for 


ylase, 








f 
1 
i 


office, is hereby further extended thirty days. 


report in person without delay to Colonel Davis, superin- 


ville Lewis, Fifth Infantry, 
January 11, 1871, from headquarters Department of 


cate of disibility, is hereby granted Captain George K. 
Sanderson, Eleventh Infantry. 


office of the Surgeon-General, will be discharged the 
service of the United States, to date March 1, 1871. 


plication, Captain Thomas J. Lloyd, Eighteenth Infantry, 
is hereby relieved from duty at the Pennsyvania Mili- 
tary Academy, to take effect March 30, 1871, and will 
proceed to join his proper station. 


Antonio, Texas, visiting the national cemeteries. 


Army, was assi 


tenant T. W. Custer, Seventh Cavalry, from headquarters, 
February 20, has been extended five days. 


Lieutenant William Krause, Third Infantry, Feb- 
ruary 23, and leave of absence for twenty days to Acting 
Assistant Surgeon H. 8. Kilbourne, U.S. Ar 


Savage, Eighth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 13, cur- 
rent series, from headquarters Department of the East, 
was extended ten days February 9. 


U. S. Army, was ordered February 21 to proceed with- 
out delay to Fort Abercrombie, D. T., and report to the 
commanding officer for temporary duty at that post. 


Lieutenant Mason Carter, Fiith Infantry, February 17, 
from headquarters Department of the Missouri. 
leave to take effect when his services can be spared from 
the post. 


was appointed de 
Abercrombie, D. t. 
Lieutenant George Mitchell, Second Artillery, who is 
ordered to join his regiment. 


colonel Sixteenth Infantry, who has been for the past 
few months 
Ka., 
Nashville, Tenn., February 11. 


ters 


S) 
tillery ; Captain C. N. W. Cunningham, T -fourth 
hy ning wenty-fo 


| from headquarters Department of Dakota, has been so 
amended as to direct Second Lieutenant G. 8. L. Ward, 
Twenty-second Infantry, to proceed to Fort Snelling, 
Minn., and report to the commanding 
porary duty thereat, while awaiting orders to join his 
proper station. 


apply at headquarters Military Division 
for an extension of thi 
tenant Thomas Ward, 
for | and leave of absence for thi 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
General’ the week 
Tesued from the Adjutant: =", ope for ending 
Monday, February 20. 
Sreconp Lieutenant John L. Graham, Thirteenth In- 
fantry, is hereby relieved from duty in the Bureau of 
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, and will, 
upon the receipt of this order, proceed to join his ‘proper 
station without delay. 
The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant John 
B. Babcock, Fifth Cavalry, in Special Orders No 10, Jan- 
20, 1871, from headquarters Department of the 
Platte, is hereby extended forty days. 
[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Tuesday, the 2ist, Wednesday, the 
22d, and Thursday, the 23d ultimo. | 
Friday, February 24. 
Upon the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, 
Surgeon D. L. Magruder will, upon the expiration of 
his present leave of absence, proceed to St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, to attend officers and their families, examine re- 
cruits, and give medical attendance at the St. Louis Ar- 
senal. 
Leave of absence for six months, with permission to 
go beyond the sea, is hereby granted First Lieutenant 
. D. Dimmick, Ninth Cavalry. 
Saturday, February 25. 
The extension of leave pf absence granted Second 
Lieutenant Edmund T. Ryan, Fifteenth Infantry, in 
Special Orders No. 376, December 24, 1870, fram this 





Monday, February 27. 
First Lieutenant James Regan, Ninth Infantry, will 
tendent General Recruiting Service, New York city, to 
accompany the next detachment of recruits forwarded 
from Fort Columbus, New York harbor, to the West. 
Leave of absence for two weeks is hereby granted 
— Richard M. Hill, Ordnance Department. 


he leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Gran- 
» in Special Orders No. 7, 


the Missouri, is hereby extended ninety days. 
Leave of absence for six months, on surgeon’s certifi- 


Hospital Steward E. M. Schaeffer, now on duty in the 


By direction of the President, and upon his own ap- 


ARMY PERSONAL, 


Masor Oscar A. Mack, U.S. Army, is reported at San 








CaprTaln A. 8S. voy re assistant quartermaster U.S. 
ed February 17 to duty temporarily at 

Kit Carson, C. . 

THE leave of absence for ten days granted First Lieu- 


LEAVE of absence for thirty deys was granted First 


my. 
Tue leave of absence granted First Lieutenant E. B. 


Captain George B. Dandy, assistant quartermaster 





LEAVE of absence for thirty days was granted First 
This 


First Lieutenant W. R. Maize, Twentieth Infantry, 
t and post quartermaster at Fort 
February 28, 1871, relieving First 


BREVET Majer-General Pennypacker, U. 8S. Army, 
ident of a retiring board at Leavenworth, 
resumed command of his regiment and the post of 
TuE following officers were registered at headquar- 

ent of the East for the week ending Feb- 
, 1871: First Lieutenant Clarence Nesmith, 
ixth Cavalry; First Lieutenant F. C. Nichols, First Ar- 


PARAGRAPH 8 of Special Orders No. 24, current series, 











officer for tem- 1 


LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with permission te 
of the Missouri 


Soy wan preted Fiset Idee 
Artillery, February 22; 
thirty days, with permission to 


ported at the War Department since last report: 
Francisco, Cal., February 4, Left Camp Bowie for assignm 


Camp Baker, M. T., March 10. Detail for the court: 
Captain D. P. Hancock, Seventh Infantry; Captain § 
H. Norton, Second Cavalry; First Lieutenant H. y 
Benson, Seventh Infantry ; First Lieutenant S. T. Ham. 
ilton, Second Cavalry ; nd Lieutenant G. C. Doane 
Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant L. H. Jerome 
Second Cavalry. First Lieutenant 8. M. Swigert, Seconj 
Cavalry, judge-advocate. 

CaPTaIN William Fletcher, Twentieth Infantry, wa; 
ordered, February 15, to proceed, without delay, to such 
points in Insanti county, Minnesota, as he may find neo 
essary to enable him to ascertain and report for the ip. 
formation of Major-General Hancock, commanding th: 
Department of Dakota, all the facts in connection with 
certain alleged depredations, committed by Chippews 
Indians, upon the property of residents in that county, 
After completing this duty he will return to his proper 
station, Fort Snelling, Minn. 

A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet at 
Fort Union, N. M., March 6. Detail for the court: 
Major David R. Clendenin, Eighth Cavalry; (ap. 
tain Horace Jewett, Fifteenth Infantry; Captain 
Andrew K. Long, Subsistence Department U.S. Army; 
Captain James % Randlett, Eighth Cavalry; First 
Lieutenant Andrew P. Caraher, Eighth Cavalry; First 
Lieutenant Wilson T. Hartz, Fiiteenth Infant. 
rk Second Lieutenant Harrison S. Weeks, Eighth 

avalry ; Second Lieutenant Edmund M. Cobb, Eighth 
Cavalry. First Lieutenant Henry J. Farnsworth, Eighth 
Cavalry, judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet a 

Fort Ellis, M. T., March 24. Detail for the court: Mi. 
jor E. M. Baker, Second Cavalry; Captain D. P. Han. 
cock, Seventh Infantry ; Captain Elward Ball, Second 
Cavalry; Assistant Surgeon A. B. Campbell, U.S. Army; 
Captain 8. H. Norton, Second Cavalry; First Lieuten- 
ant F. C. Grugan, Second Cavalry; First Lieutenant 
J. G. MacAdams, Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant 
G. HL Wright, Seventh Infantry ; Second Lieutenant ¢ 
C. Doane, Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant C, B. 
Schofield, Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant L. 
Jerome, Second Cavalry. First Lieutenant 8S. T. Ham- 
ilton, Second Cavalry, judge-advocate. 
TuE following officers were registered at headquarter 
Department of the East, for the week ending February 
21, 1871: First Lieutenant W. B. Beek, Fifth Artillery; 
Second Lieutenant W. L. Carpenter, Nineth Infantry 
First Lieutenant J. P. Willard, Fifteenth Infantry; 
Major N. A. M. Dudley, Third Cavalry ; Second Lieuten: 
ant E. T. Ryan, Fifteenth Infantry. 








THE VETERANS OF 1812. 


THE following is the text of the bill granting pensiom 
to the survivors of the war of 1812: 

An Act granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of 
the war of 1812, and the widows of deceased soldiers. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of th 
United States of Awericain Congress assembled, That the Seo. 
retary of the [Interior be, and he is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to place on the pension roll the names of the surviving 
officers and enlisted and drafted men, including militia ani 
volunteers, of the military and naval service of the United 
States, who served sixty days in the war with Great Britair 
of 1812, and were honorably discharged, and to such othe 
officers and soldiers as may have been personally named in 
any resolution of Congress for any specific service in said 
war, although their term of service may have been less tha 
sixty days, and who at no time during the late rebellion 
against the authority of the United States adhered to th 
cause of the enemies ofthe Government, giving them aid ani 


comfort, or exercised the functions of any office whatever 


under any authority or pretended authority in hostility w 
the United States, and who shall take and subscribe an oath 
to support the Constitution of the United States, and the 
surviving widows of such officers andenlisted and drafted 
men; Provided, That such widows shall have been married 
prior to the treaty of peace which terminated said war to a1 
Officer or enlisted or drafted man, who served as aforesaid it 


said war, and shall not have re-married. 


Sec. 2. That this act shall not apply to any person who ii 


receiving a pension st the rate of eight dollars or more per 
month ; nor to any person receiving a pension less thao 
eight dollars per month, except for the difference between the 
pevsion now received and eight dollars per month. Pensions 
under this act shall be at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
except as herein provided when a person is receiving a pel 
sion of less than eight dollars per month, and shall be paid to 
the persons entitled thereto from and after the passage of 
this act for and during the term of their natural lives. 


Szc. 3. That before the name of any person shall be 


placed upon the pension‘roll under this act, proof shall be made 
under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the In- 
terior may prescribe, that the applicant is entitled to a pet 
sion under the provisions of this act; and any person wh? 
shall falsely take an oath required to be taken under the 
provisions of this act, shall be guilty of perjury; and the 
Secretary of the Interior shall cause to be stricken from the 
pension roll the name of any person whenever it shall appear 
by proof satisfactory to him, that such name was put upon 
such roll through false or fraudulent representations as to the 
right of such person to a pension under the provisions of this 
act. 
the applicant of the benefits of this act, but other proof of 
services performed and of.an honorable discharge, if satisfac- 
tory, shall be deemed sufficient. 


The loss of a certificate of discharge shall not deprive 


Sec. 4, That the provisions of sections'twelve and thirteen 


of an act entitled ‘‘An act supplementary to ‘An act 
grant pensions,’’’ approved July 4, 1864, and of sections 
two, three, and four of an act entitled ‘‘ An act supplement 
ary to several acts relating to pensions,’ approved June 6, 


866, shall be applicable to the pensions granted by this act. 
Approved, February 14, 1871. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tax following is alist of the changes of stations of troops ™ 


Arizona, to Sai 


Company G, First Cavalry, from Camp Bowie, ) a 








ery, inde, guespipes and Axture in hr pron th ays, 
OS SA tas ny Dt ear Ra eee nn 
By order of the Secretary of War. ker, Third Infantry. for Indien Reservation, Cel Febraary 5. a 
E. D. To Adjutant-General. A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet at Ala. 720, Ordered, untayille, 2 aes 
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THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Journat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 
Tue United States steamer TZallapoosa arrived at 
Washington on the 25th ult. 
Tne frigate Worcester, Commander W.D. Whiting, 
was ordered to sail from Boston March 1 for Havre. 
Tue U.S. gunboat Nyack arrived at San Francisco on 








store of Mr. John Albury, the crew of the U.S. survey- 
ing steamer Walker came to the assistance of our citi- 
zens, and gave valuable aid in preserving the dwellings 
of Judge Marvin and Judge Bethel. On the occasion of 
the fire originating in the Baptist church last Sunday 
evening, a few seamen belonging to the monitor Terror 
were conspicuous in daring gallantry in removing the 
pews, each in a blaze of fire from the kerosene oil which 
spilled from the chandelier when it fell. ‘Honor to 
whom honor is due,’ is a maxim which has governed us 
from childhood. Honor is bestowed now to the gallant 
seamen of our Navy riding in our harbor.” 

THE following is the address presented by Lieutenant- 
Commander Sicard on the occasion of his presentation 








the 24th ult., from Honolulu, her aid in rescuing the 
crew of the steamer Saginaw not having been required. 

AmonG the passengers by the steamer Parthia, from 
Liverpool, which arrived at Boston on the 26th ult., was 
Rear-Admiral Glieson, late in command of the United 
States European squadron. 

Tue frigate California, Captain Clitz, is still lying off 
the Battery, New York, awaiting final orders for sea. 
The court-martial which has been sitting on board has 
about completed its labors and adjourned. 

Tur U.S. steamship JVipsic arrived at Panama Feb- 
ruary 8, and sailed for the Atrato river on the 14th. 
The surveying party is well. Commander Selfridge, 
in the Resaca, sailed for the Gulf of San Miguel on the 
15th. 

Tue United States store-ship Relief is nowin dry 
dock at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, receiving repairs to her 
bottom and copper. She cannot*be made ready for sea 
under thirty days, and it is understood that the New 
York committee will have another ship load of provis- 
ions ready by the 15th of March. 

THE naval paymaster in San Francisco appeals for 
contributions in aid of the families of the men who per- 
ished while making the trip from Ocean Island to Hono- 
lulu in the gig of the United States steamer Saginaw to 
secure assistance for the wrecked crew. Two of the men 
left families of little children wholly unprovided for. 


A Mr. Samuel Ford writes from Key West to.inform | you and the officers of the late United States ship Saginaw upon 
us that Commander A. W. Weaver, of the U. S. ironclad | their delivery from their unpleasant ition upon a desolate 
island. I am glad that my Government has been enabled to render 
. “te * you assistance. The officers of your service in this ocean have al- 
into close confinement, for distributing some tracts re- | Ways shown themselves prompt to go to the assistance of distressed 
ceived from the American Tract Society among the | men of all nations, and I have lately had a proof of their prompt 

humanity in the offer of Captain Truxtun, of the ship Jamestown, to 
assist some of my subjects in the Micronesian Islands, and in the effi- 
tence. cient aid which he rendered them. Such interchanges tend to promote 
personal and national friendship. I sympathize with you, Captain, 
for thelossof your ship, a misfortune always keenly felt by a sen- 


Terror, has ordered Paymaster Rodney of that vessel 


sailors, and that Admiral Lee refuses to reverse the sen- 


A CORRESPONDENT at Nice, February 6, writes that 


to the King of Hawaii January 27, referred to last 
week : 

In behalf of the rear-admiral commanding the United States 
Pacific fleet, 1 desire to thank your Majesty for the most courteous 
offer of the steamer Kilauea, to go to the assistance of the shi 
wrecked crew of the United States ship Saginaw on Ocean Islan 
It was a most welcome and opportune relief to the company of 
United States officers and seamen in distress there, and a proof of 
your Majesty’s friendly feeling towards our Navy. Iam stre your 

ajesty’s kind and humane intentions were most efficiently carried 
out by the very capable and intelligent officer sent in command of 
the Kilauea, and by his officers and crew. Imust ask your Majesty 
also to — my thanks, and those of my officers and men, for the 
sympathy shown us in our probable distress, and for the perso 
interest taken by youin the speedy despatch of the Kilauea. Your 
Majesty’s Minister of the Interior also manifested the strongest in- 
terest in our relief; and to his energetic and efficient efforts was it 
due that your intentions were so promptly carried into effect. At 
Ocean Island we recognized your Majesty’s ship as soon as she ap- 
peared on the horizon, and our feelings of gratitude may be imag- 
ined perhaps, but can only be thoroughly appreciated by those who 
have been placed in a like situation to our own. On our arrival in 
port, we were welcomed witlr the most warm-hearted cordiality, and 
have received abundant proofs of the kind feelings of the Hawaiian 
peuple. One officer and four men belonging to my vessel bravely 
and generously ventured on a long sea voyage in a small boat for 
the relief of their shipmates; and finally, with one exception, made 
sacrifice of their lives upon the shores of the island of Kauai. 
Your Majesty’s subjects on that island received the survivorjof the 
boat’s crew with great kindness and hospitality, and were most so- 
licitous to recover the remains of my officer and his men, and to inter 
them in a suitable and Christian manner. I desire again to return 
thanks for all that has been done for the Saginaw’s officers and 
crew. 


His Majesty replied as follows: 
Captain: I am pleased to see you here to-day, and congratulate 


Captain Temple, Lieutenant-Commander Ha: 
Paymaster Caswell, Lieutenant-Commander 

Surgeon Fort, and Master Nichols, are we of the ward- 
room and hammock indebted for unexpected favors ; and 
my personal obligation to Mr. Hayward, the executive 
officer, and the hardest worked and best natured man on 
the ship, is beyond expression. We have crowded the 
officers out of their quarters, we have taken their places 
at table, and have put them to personal discomfort which 
would be sufficient, in ordinary times, to cause our sus- 
pension from the yard-arm. 

Our communes writes from Nice, France, Febru- 
ary 7,1871: Yesterday the second game of the match 
for the base-ball championship of the U. 8. E 
fleet was played at the “P d’Armes,” Nice. 
ground was in much better condition than on the - 
ous occasion, and the day was clear and rpg 6 ~—- 
thing being arranged, the e was called at 2 P. M., 

a and G.’s at the i “wt ty a — pa te, 
only scoring one run, Dyer being ucky man, Ritten- 
house, Withers , and Green going out, leaving In- 
gersollon second. The F.’s and J.’s, Py good batting and 
some careless play, ran up a score of 7 before being sent 


to the field. The second =m 2 Plymouths picked rq 
e 


nal | little, scoring four runs to two for their an 


third inning was a round O for, both sides, aa. was 
also the fourth Hor the Plymouths, while the F.’s and 
J.’s scored 8, making the score{stand 17 to 5. Both sides 
now began to play close, and some splendid fly catches 
and stops were: made, the Plymouths rr | geining un- 
til the end of the ninth inning, which still found them 
behind, however. The playing was excellent through- 
out the game, especially at the bases; Green and 
of the Plymouths and Berry and Wilson of the F.’s and 
J’s making fine fly catches. Wilson and Green also 
made fine stops and plays. Two fly catches, made run- 
ning by Meigs and Berry, elicited the exclamation of 
sundry “superbs” and “splendids,” especially the latter. 
Dillingham, having changed off erg erm made three 
handsome stops, with plays at first, during one inning. 
The play throughout was a marked improvement en the 
former game. Thodefeat of the Plymouths was materi- 
ally assisted by the lameness of several of their players, 
and their consequent inability to run _ bases a. 
Several,scores were lost through this, and the o si 
gained by fresh players a little in this respect. The de- 
ciding game of the match will come off some time dur- 
ing this week, when there will be a hard contest for the 
ball. The game was witnessed by a large number of 
spectators, the fair sex being numerously and well rep- 
resented; while among the male portion were the great- 
General Sheridan 


the Franklin, Guerriere, Juniata, and Plymouth were at sitive officer, however unavoidable it may have been. Isympathize | er part of the officers af the fiect, and 


Villefranche, all well. A boat race had taken place be- | with you for the loss.of the gallant officer and men who, after a 

long voyage in an open boat, ~_ their death om hy shores “a — Toulon tan 
: F uch examples of devotion to duty are a rich legacy to men. ankee 

by the Juniata by several lengths. Lieutenant-General | permit ma, Captain, to express a hope that you Hee | 

Sheridan and Colonel Forsythe arrived there on the | who have shared with you your service in this ocean for some time 


5th. Captain Lenthall Parker drills all squadron boats | p#st,and your peril in your late shipwreck, may live to attain the 
highest honors in your profession. 


tween Juniata’s whale boat and Plymouth’s gig, won 


daily in steam tactics, and they are getting quite au fait 


SS) 


On Thursday, January 30, a race between 
Franklin's barge, the champion boat of this squadron, 
and Juniata’s whale boat. 

THE Pacific mail, received February 27, brings intel- 
ligence from the Asiatic squadron thirty-five days old. 
The steam frigate Colorado, the flag-ship of Rear-Ad- 
miral John Rodgers, was at Hiogo, Japan, on the 20th 
of January last, and the Benecia was at Yokohama on 
The Alaska was at Ningpo, China, on 
January 9; the Palos at Hong Kong January 11; and 
the Ashuelot was at Tien Tsin on December 15, 1870. 
The surgeons report all well in the squadron. 

THE regulation in regard to advance of pay made to 
officers of the Navy has just been modified by an order of 
the Secretary of the Navy. Heretofore officers ordered to a 
seagoing vessel have been allowed two months’ pay in ad- 
vance in order to assist them in preparing for the voyage. 
The rule has_been for the paymaster of the vessel to check 
this sum against the officer’s pay after tho vessel had | 
sailed. But where the vessel was detained and did not | 
sail, the question arose, “ When should the charge be 
made ?” the paymasters contending that the checkage 
should te made at the end of the two months, and the 
officers claiming that they should not be called upon to 
repay until they were at sea. 
dered that all such advances shall be checked at the end 
of two months, and if the ship does not sail, the officer 
can draw additional advances if he desires so to do. 


BELOW wegive the result of ag 
February 17, at the U.S. barrac 
tween a picked nine 
Seminole Base Ball Cl 


So the Secretary has or- 


ame of base ball played | 
ks, Key West, Fla., be- | 
from the flag-ship Severn and the | 
ub of that city: 





Cette wetereresese 





Peeters eetneees 
eee BS LUBBDE Lees cceececsseesctevas 


i] 


Ist 24 34 4th th 6th 7th 8th Total. 
a | 3 2 1 3 5 8 3 26 


Umpire, Paymaster G 
Scorer, R. B, Stran. 
ime of game, three hours. 


est (Fla.) Despatch says: “This is the 
ave had occasion to notice the efficient 
t citizens within a few years by our gal- 
e occasion of fires in our town. To the 
andotte we were under obligations for 
on of our dwelling, on the occasion of a 
ely opposite our residence, which threat- 
ion of our dwelling house. . Two boats’ 
hip came timely to o 


third time we h 


crew of the Wy 


crews from that s aid, and, accus- 
ey were to climbing the topmost shrouds, soon 
the roof, and, with the assistance of our town- 


stayed the destructive element. Again, 


Tue Tribune correspondent on board the Tennessee 
has the following description of the company in which 
he finds himself: “ We have a very agreeable company 
on board. There are not half a dozen out of the thirty-two 


has been thirty years afioat, Ueguiles the time with 
stories of the sea and of shipwreck. Then, if we tire of 
talk, the captain has a good library on board, and the 
commissioners have brought along another, the latter bes 
ing what may be called a tropical library, for it refers to 
little else than San Domingo and the tropics. If other 


whist, in a visit to the quarters of the officers, where 


gling with the blue jackets. Brady, one of the cox- 
swains, is a strange character. He has been thirty years 
aboard a man-of-war. He has served on half the ships 


and talks with familiarity of every country in the world. 
He has been everywhere that our Navy has ever been, 


dom, and his memory is wonderful, or else his imagina- 


bounty and never got acent in prize money. Another 
seaman, who has served eighteen consecutive years, says 
he cannot stay on shore. “I have an old woman,” said he, 
“in New York, sur, and I have a lot of children, some 
of them grown and married, and I own my own place 
in Hoboken, but I can’t stay there. I must be on 


She knows I am on sbore as soon as I do myself, and 
she looks out for my pay, youknow. But she hates to 
have me go to sea. She wants me to settle down, but I 
can’t, sur.” ‘ Yes, sur,” he said in answer to a question, 


for this expedition, and a more gallant, gentlemanly, and 


good music may be had for the asking, or in min-| at P 


pital, Chelsea, Hy -, and — to the 
and, while he is not loquacious, he talks with great free- ; ‘ ted fur! for six months. 
n oq , gre Philadelphia, and = lough : 


ship, sur. The old woman saves all my money, sur. | and 


was also seen taking a survey of Yankee sports in un- 
he following lists show the positions 


your officers | and ships of the players, and the score: 


Umpire—Captain’s Clerk Thomas Dunnell, Plymouth. 
JUNIATAS AND FRANKLINS. 

P., Master Charles Seymour, U. 8.8. Juniata. 
C., Ensign Arthur P. Nazro, “Franklin. 
1st B. ign Chas. E.Colahan, “ Juniata. 
24 B., Lieutenant W. R. 8. Mackenzie,‘ Franklin. 
3d B., Master R. P. ° 

F., Ensign A. M. Thackara, ba sad 








who have not been in foreign countries, and some of & F.” Gantsin'’s Clerk Jones, * ~ Juniat 

them have beenin every country onthe globe. One L. F., Ensign Albert G. Berry, “ Franklin. 

fought in Greece with Byron forty years ago; another 8. 8., Ensign John C. Wilson, « “ 

was in the Crimea ; another in half a dozen South Amer- PLYMOUTHS AND GUERRIERES. 

ican revolutions; one has been shipwrecked half a dozen Fo eon S B. Tngereitiogh iin, U. 8, 8. Plymouth. 
times; another was a slave for twenty years; one has Ist B., Midshipman H. O. Rittenhouse, “ “ 

witnessed the overthrow of dynasties and monarchs de- 2d B., Master John F. Meigs, &  Guerriere: 
throned; another has helped to conquer time and space ¥ . ’ a ang — “Plymouth. a 
by ocean cable acvoss the Atlantic; and a dozen others C.F, Tisutenant J. 5. Hemphill, “ “ . 
fought in the war of the Rebellion. With such compan- 1. F., Mate W. W. Witherspoon, S “A 

ions the hours pass pleasantly, and in the evening, 8. 8., Midshipman H. L. Green, . : 

gathered in the cabin, we listen to Mr. Wade’s account P.’8 AND G.’8. a ¥.'5 AND J.'5- ée 
of his quarrel with Toombs after Mr. Sumner was struck | , SHR; Celtettisc <devcceccctacesu'd- @ 
down in the Senate Chamber, or his still more interest- | 9: 3)2, Jones... 43 
ing anecdotes of Lincoln, of McClellan, of Stanton, and | 3. a ° 3 ‘ 
of many who have passed away. Dr. Howe is found to ° 115, Maaidecee “33 
be full of humor, and his Grecian experiences, which he | ¢. Sb. WileeMscncseccesaccseasa Th 
refers to only when questioned, repay the suffering from | 7. 27. hachere pence enarcscceee : 3 
the stormy coast of Hatteras. Sigel occasionally runs | $ Sb: teehee. es 
into war reminiscence, and Fred. Douglass tells the story | ears anise 
of his bondage. Hurlbert talks of —— ae, 7 ie 27 19 27 26 
imperial family of France, and of the Suez Canal. Bur- INNINGS. 

ton telle us of Bouth America and the diplomatic service. | ., — ist 2d wy by - Y Y °° - = 
Captain Temple, the commander of the Tennessee, who|jSiata’s.... 07 220 «8 2 #4 © 8 1 BB 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 
Feprvanry 23.—First Assistant Engineer James Sheriden, to the 


amusement is wanted, it is found in a friendly rubber of | . 4 7y.yard, New York. 


Fepruary 25.—Commodore John P, Gillis, tothe Naval Asylum 
t Philadelphia. ; 
DETACHED. 
Fesavary 23.—Ensigns Ch 


arles A. 
ris from signal du and ordered to the Worceste.. 


Midshipmen J. D. Keeler, Lye M. Fon and Haile C. 


we ever had inour Navy. He is aman of intelligence, Nye, from the Narragansett, and 


ered to lp 
EBRUARY 25.—Surgeon Frank L. Du Bois, from the Naval Hos- 
from the Navy-yard 


Fesrvary 27.— a from the 


tion is good. What is most remarkable in him is that, oonmenl & the Nyack, yg oe te — i a 
in all the long years of his service, he never received a jeutenant-C eg trom yack, 
sy placed on wetes - oF 


Lieutenants M. B, Field, E, Pp, Wood . 


Passed Bssistant 8 8. F. Shaw, Assistant Pnymaster A, J. 
Greeley, and First t Engineer 


— = R. G. Thomas, from the 'y, and waiting orders. 
oe Stephen A. Movarty,: 


A. 8. Greene, from th 
to return to 


Fepruary 28.—Lieutenan' 


t- 
from the Congress, an’ ordered to the Tennessee. 


Lieutenant-Commander Charles 8. Cotton, from the Tennessee, 
ordered to the Congress. 
ORDERS REVOKED. 

Feprvuary 25.—Surgeon 8. D. Kennedy’s order t the Dictator. 


LIST OF DEATHS 





“TI got over $1,000 prize money when I was with Porter, | In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
and I got $800 bounty. Them was good times, sur.” | Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
The officers of the Zennessee are all picked men, selected | February 25, 1871: 








. oecasion of @ fire which originated near 


efficient set of officers never trod @ quarter-deck, To! ade 


Pater Toemer, neuron February 1%, Nay | WB at Phils 
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THE ARMY. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 


Wan DePartMEnNT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, February 24, 1871. 
General Orders No. 15. 

In consideration of the reduced number of paymasters, 
and to carry out the requirements of General Orders No. 
7, 1871, on recommendation of the a rote 
depot and division chief paymasters, as heretofore desig- 
nated in erders, are abolished. 

The. Paymaster-General will supply chief paymasters 
of departments the funds necessary for the payment of 
their respective ts direct. Department chief 

ymasters will transmit their periodical estimates for 

to the Paymaster-General direct. 
Division of the Pacific is for the present excepted 
from pa - this order. 

Colon . W. Brown, assistant te: 
will assume the duties of chief whe of he Daat. 
ment of the East, relieving Major Henry Prince. 

Colonel Daniel McClure, assistant paymaster-general, 
will assume the duties of chief Fg orewer Department of 
the South, relieving Major A. ward. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. Fry, deputy paymaster- 

will assume the duties of chief pa: ter De- 
partment of the Missouri, relieving Major F’. E. Hunt. 

Dopartment chief paymasters will report to their 

department commanders and be stationed at the 
oo ater headquarters, unless otherwise directed by 
their department commanders. 

Major T. H. Stanton, paymaster, is detached from the 
Department of the East, and will ewait orders in this 


city. 

Tisjor J. W. Nicholls, paymaster, is detached from 
the Department of the South. . He will close and make 
full returns of his reconstruction disbursements without 
delay, and then to the eral commanding the 

ent of ota for duty in that department. 
order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 


‘Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Februery 27, 1871. 


General Orders No. 16. 


The following act of Congress is published for the 
information and government of all concerned : 


(GenenaL NaturE—No. 22.) 
An Act making naa for the support of the Military 
Academy for the fiscal year ending Juno 30, 1872. 

Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Americain Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, a) out of ‘any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise a , for the support of the Mili- 
tay Acntony for Go ze LL fa 1872 : 
and musicians, 775 50. vend ” Pe 
improvements, $22,590. 


us, $ 
metres, and retorts, $300. 
shops, and laundry, $3,500. 


’ 
» $1 . 
and materials for office and diplomas for graduates, 


registers, class reporta, and blanks, $300. 
‘ to pressman and lithographer, $100, 
to disburaing officer and quartermaster, $1,650. 
to adjutant, $1,500. 
shot instructicn tm mathematice: F 
nstruction in mathematics: For surveyor’s com- 

chain, $8 ; levelling-rod, $16 ; tapes, $12; re- 

instruments, $20; text-books for instructo:s, $20; in all, 


Artillery, cavalry. and infantry tactics: Tan-bark for riding-hall 
aad gymnasium, $150 ; stationery for assistant instructors of tactics, 
$100; iture for o of mandant and officer in charge, 
the yeception room for visitors, $300; i 


Tritt eh 
ebee 3 


g 
al 





i 


“ 


ry, mineralogy : For icale incl 





lander’s camera tube, $75 ; for seelilincar 
oyty Ay ARR OA com: L- 
= oS ole oe : unt, $50; eal $5,488 
a : 
academy and <a, ae. and 4. 
and repairs, S00; srabbing public buildings pret ee plum : 
Pg aD va Page yl pte = and — 


z and slates for recitation-: ; 

aay chapel, #200; sompensation fo librarian, 
; to non-commissioned in charge of me- 
chanics, ; compensation to soldier writing in udjutant’s office, 
For increase and of books, magazines, periodi- 
Binding, #2000; salary of Ytenrian’s emsistan! $1,000, 
he ty ba tenden’ 000, 
For furniture for cadet hospital $100” *” : 
For expenses of board tors, to wit: board, lodging, and 

zepairing and opening roads and paths, $2,500. 
ce eee A improving drill ground, $1,000. 
foot of Crows N cine $000. 8m for reservoir 
+ eRe nt cetimate for plan for bringing water from 


bookeases for furniture. 
blinds, goe-pi and fixtures in fire-puoot puddin a 
Tobsussy 1, il 


ame 


By order of the Secretary of War. 


= 
“fe 


cleaners, | Sixth, 


| from headquarters Department of Dakota, has been so 


ker, Third Infantry 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Reteh from Ge Adjtent-Gmaete Ghies fer Ge we entity 
February 27, 1871. 
Monday, February 20. 
Seconp Lieutenant John L. Graham, Thirteenth In- 
fantry, is hereby relieved from duty in the Bureau of 
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, and will, 
upon the receipt of this order, proceed to join his proper 
station without delay. 
The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant John 
B. Babcock, Fifth Cavalry, in Special Orders No 10, Jan- 
20, 1871, from headquarters Department of the 
Platte, is hereby extended forty days. 
[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Tuesday, the 2ist, Wednesday, the 
22d, and Thursday, the 23d ultimo. ] 
Friday, February 24. 
Upon the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, 
8 D. L. Magruder will, upon the expiration of 
his present leave of absence, proceed to St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, to attend officers and their families, examine re- 
cruits, and give medical attendance at the St. Louis Ar- 


Leave of absence for six months, with permission to 
go beyond the sea, is hereby granted First Lieutenant 

. D. Dimmick, Ninth Cavalry. 

Saturday, February 25. 

The extension of leave gf absence granted Second 
Lieutenant Edmund T. Ryan, Fifteenth Infantry, in 
Special Orders No. 376, December 24, 1870, fram this 
office, is hereby further extended thirty days. 

Monday, February 27. 


First Lieutenant James Regan, Ninth Infantry, will 
reportin person without delay to Colonel Davis, superin- 
tendent General Recruiting Service, New York city, to 
accompany the next detachment of recruits forwarded 
from Fort Columbus, New York harbor, to the West. 
Leave of absence for two weeks is hereby granted 
Captain Richard M. Hill, Ordnance Department. 

Phe leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Gran- 
ville Lewis, Fifth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 7, 
January 11, 1871, from headquarters Department of 
the Missouri, is hereby extended ninety days. 

Leave of absence for six months, on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disibility, is hereby granted Captain George K. 
Sanderson, Eleventh Infantry. 

Hospital Steward E. M. Schaeffer, now on duty in the 
office of the Surgeon-General, will be discharged the 
service of the United States, to date March 1, 1871. 

By direction of the President, and upon his own ap- 
plication, Captain Thomas J. Lloyd, Eighteenth Infantry, 
is hereby relieved from duty at the Pennsyvania Mili- 
tary Academy, to take effect March 30, 1871, and will 
proceed to join his proper station. 


ARMY PERSONAL, 


Masor Oscar A. Mack, U. 8. Army, is reported at San 
Antonio, Texas, visiting the national cemeteries. 
CaprTaIn A. S. Kimball, assistant quartermaster U. 8. 
Army, was ee February 17 to duty temporarily at 
Kit Carson, C. T. 
THE leave of absence for ten days granted First Lieu- 
tenant T. W. Custer, Seventh Cavalry, from headquarters, 
February 20, has been extended five days. 
LEAVE of absence for thirty days was granted First 
Lieutenant William Krause, Third Infantry, Feb- 
ruary 23, and leave of absence for twenty days to Acting 
Assistant Surgeon H. 8. Kilbourne, U. 8. Army. 
THE leave of absence granted First Lieutenant E. B. 
Savage, Eighth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 13, cur- 
rent series, from headquarters Department of the East, 
was extended ten days February 9. 
CapTaAIn George B. Dandy, assistant quartermaster 
U. S. Army, was ordered February 21 to proceed with- 
out delay to Fort Abercrombie, D. T., and report to the 
commanding officer for temporary duty at that post. 
LEAVE of absence for thirty days was granted First 
Lieutenant Mason Carter, Fifth Infantry, February 17, 
from headquarters Department of the Missouri. This 
leave to take effect when his services can be spared from 
the post. 
First Lieutenant W. R. Maize, Twentieth Infantry, 
was appointed depot and post quartermaster at Fort 
Abercrombie, D. T., February 28, 1871, relieving First 
Lieutenant George Mitchell, Second Artillery, who is 
ordered to join his regiment. 
BREVET Majer-General Pennypacker, U. 8. Army, 
colonel Sixteenth Infantry, who has been for the past 
few months ident of a retiring board at Leavenworth, 
Ks., resumed command of his regiment and the post of 
Nashville, Tenn., February 11. 
TuHE following officers were registered at headquar- 
ters ent of the East for the week ending Feb- 
1871: First Lieutenant Clarence Nesmith, 
Cavalry; First Lieutenant F. OC. Nichols, First Ar- 
Captain C. N. W. Cunningham, Twenty-fourth 








tillery ; 
Infan‘’ 
PARAGRAPH 38 of Special Orders No. 24, current series, 


amended as to direct Second Lieutenant G. S. L. Ward, 
Twenty-second Infantry, to proceed to Fort Snelling, 
Minn., and report to the commanding officer for tem- 
porary duty thereat, while awaiting orders to join his 
proper station. 

LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with ission to 
apply at headquarters Military Division of the Missouri 
for an extension of ee att von granted Vises Ldse- 
tenant Thomas Ward, First Artillery, February 22; 


and leave of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
apply at Mili Division of the Missouri 


headquarters 
for an extension of ten days, te Captain Daingerfield Par- 


Camp Baker, M. T., March 10. Detail for the court: 
Captain D. P. Hancock, Seventh Infantry; Captain § 
H. Norton, Second Cavalry; First Lieutenant H. y 
Benson, Seventh Infantry ; First Lieutenant S. T. Han. 
ilton, Second Cavalry ; nd Lieutenant G. C. Doan 
Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant L. H. Jerome 
Second Cavalry. First Lieutenant 8. M. Swigert, Secon; 
Cavalry, judge-advocate. 

CaPprTain William Fletcher, Twentieth Infantry, wy 
ordered, February 15, to proceed, without delay, to suc} 
points in Insanti county, Minnesota, as he may find ne 

to enable him to ascertain and report for the ip. 
formation of Major-General Hancock, commanding th; 
Department of Dakota, all the facts in connection with 
certain alleged depredations, committed by Chippew 
Indians, upon the property of residents in that county. 
After completing this duty he will return to his prope 
station, Fort Snelling, Minn. 

A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet 4 
Fort Union, N. M., March 6. Detail for the court: 
Major David R. Clendenin, Eighth Cavalry; Osp 
tain Horace Jewett, Fifteenth Infantry; Captair 
Andrew K. aan Subsistence Department U.S. Army; 
Captain James F. Randlett, Eighth Cavalry; Fir 
Lieutenant Andrew P. Caraher, Eighth Cavalry; First 
Lieutenant Wilson T. Hartz, Fiiteenth Infant 
yi Second Lieutenant Harrison 8. Weeks, Highth 

avalry ; Second Lieutenant Edmund M. Cobb, Eighth 
Cavalry. First Lieutenant Henry J. Farnsworth, Eighth 
Cavalry, judge-advocate. 
A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet a 
Fort Ellis, M. T., March 24. Detail for the court: My 
jor E. M. Baker, Second Cavalry; Captain D. P. Hap 
cock, Seventh Iufantry; Captain Elward Ball, Second 
Cavalry; Assistant Surgeon A. B. Campbell, U. 8. Army; 
Captain 8. H. Norton, Second Cavalry; First Lieuten 
ant F. C. Grugan, Second Cavalry; First Lieutenant 
J. G. MacAdams, Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant 
G. EH. Wright, Seventh Infantry ; Second Lieutenant ¢ 
C. Doane, Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant C. B 
Schofield, Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant L. 1 
Jerome, Second Cavalry. First Lieutenant S. T. Ham 
ilton, Second Cavalry, judge-advocate. 
TuE following officers were registered at headquarter 
Department of the East, for the week ending February 
21, 1871: First Lieutenant W. B. Beek, Fifth Artillery; 
Second Lieutenant W. L. Carpenter, Nineth Infantry; 
First Lieutenant J. P. Willard, Fifteenth Infantry; 
Major N. A. M. Dudley, Third Cavalry ; Second Lieuter 
ant E. T. Ryan, Fifteenth Infantry. 








THE VETERANS OF 1812. 
THE following is the text of the bill granting pension 


to the survivors of the war of 1812: 


An Act granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of 
the war of 1812, and the widows of deceased soldiers. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of th 
United States of Awericain Congress assembled, That the Seo. 
retary of the [nterior be, andhe is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to place on the pension roll the names of the surviving 
officers and enlisted and drafted men, including militia ani 
volunteers, of the military and naval service of the Unitei 
States, who served sixty days in the war with Great Britais 
of 1812, and were honorably discharged, and to such othe 
officers and soldiers as may have been personally named is 
any resolution of Congress for any specific service in said 
war, although their term of service may have been less thar 
sixty days, and who at no time during the late rebeliia 
against the authority of the United States adhered to th 
cause of the enemies ofthe Government, giving them aid ani 
comfort, or exercised the functions of any office whateve 
underany authority or pretended authority in hostility t 
the United States, and who shall take and subscribe an oati 
to support the Constitution of the United States, and the 
surviving widows of such officers andenlisted and drafted 
men; Provided, That such widows shall have been married 
prior to the treaty of peace which terminated said war to at 
officer or enlisted or drafted man, who served as aforesaid it 
said war, and shall not have re-married. 

Sec. 2. That this act shall not apply to any person who ii 
receiving a pension st the rate of eight dollars or more per 
month ; nor to sny person receiving a pension less that 
eight dollars per month, except for the difference between the 
pension now received and eight dollars per month. Pensions 
under this act shall be at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
except as herein provided when a person is receiving a pe” 
sion of less than eight dollars per month, and shall be paid t 
the persons entitled thereto from and after the passage o 
this act for and during the term of their natural lives. 

Szc. 3. That before the name of any person shall be 
placed upon the pension'roll under this act, proof shall be made 
under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the In- 
terior may prescribe, that the applicant is entitled to a pet 
sion under the provisions of this act; and any person who 
shall falsely take an oath required to be taken under the 
provisions of this act, shall be guilty of perjury; and the 
Secretary of the Interior shall cause to be stricken from the 
pension roll the name of any person whenever it shall appear 
by proof satisfactory to him, that such name was put upo2 
such roll through false or fraudulent representations as to the 
right of such person to a pension under the provisions of this 
act. The loss of a certificate of discharge shall not deprive 
the applicant of the benefits of this act, but other proof of 
services performed and of.an honorable discharge, if satisiac- 
tory, shall be deemed sufficient. ; 
Sec. 4, That the provisions of sections twelve and thirteen 
of an act entitled ‘‘ An act supplementary to ‘An act to 
grant pensions,’’’ approved July 4, 1864, and of sections 
two, three, and four of an act entitled ‘‘ An act supplement 
ary to several acts relating to pensions,’’ approved Jane ’ 
1866, shall be applicable to the pensions granted by this act. 
Approved, February 14, 1871. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tax following is alist of the changes of stations of troops Te 
ported at the War Department since last report: 
Company G, First Cavalry, from Camp Bowie, Arizona, to ry 4 
isco, Cal., February 4, Left Camp Bowie for assignment 
of California or Columbia. 


duty in the t sano, Cals 
Company b, Second Arter, dio, San Francisco, 








E. D. Townsann, Adjutant-General, 


, 






A GENBRAL Oourt-martial is appointed to meet at 








3. Ala, to Mobile, 
Ala, ~ 
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THE NAVY. 





The Editor invites for this department of the JourNat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 


of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


Tue United States steamer Tallapoosa arrived at 
Washington on the 25th ult. 





TuE frigate Worcester, Commander W.D. Whiting, 


was ordered to sail from Boston March 1 for Havre. 

Tue U.S. gunboat Nyack arrived at San Francisco on 
the 24th ult., from Honolulu, her aid in rescuing the 
crew of the steamer Saginaw not having been required. 

AmonG the passengers by the steamer Parthia, from 
Live 1, which arrived at Boston on the 26th ult., was 
Rear-Admiral Glisson, late in command of the United 
States European squadron. 

Tue frigate California, Captain Clitz, is still lying off 
the Battery, New York, awaiting final orders for sea. 
The court-martial which has been sitting on board has 
about completed its labors and adjourned. 

Tur U.S. steamship JVipsic arrived at Panama Feb- 
ruary 8, and sailed for the Atrato river on the 14th. 
The surveying party is well. Commander Selfridge, 
in the Resaca, sailed for the Gulf of San Miguel on the 
15th. 

Tue United States store-ship Relief is nowin dry 
dock at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, receiving repairs to her 
bottom and copper. She cannot‘be made ready for sea 
under thirty days, and it is understood that the New 
York committee will have another ship load of provis- 
ions ready by the 15th of March. 

THE naval paymaster in San Francisco appeals for 
contributions in aid of the families of the men who per- 
ished while making the trip from Ocean Island to Hono- 
lulu in the gig of the United States steamer Saginaw to 
secure assistance for the wrecked crew. Two of the men 
left families of little children wholly unprovided for. 


A Mr. Samuel Ford writes from Key West to inform 
us that Commander A. W. Weaver, of the U. S. ironclad 
Terror, has ordered Paymaster Rodney of that vessel 
into close confinement, for distributing some tracts re- 
ceived from the American Tract Society among the 
sailors, and that Admiral Lee refuses to reverse the sen- 
tence. 

A CORRESPONDENT at Nice, February 6, writes that 
the Franklin, Guerriere, Juniata, and Plymouth were at 
Villefranche, all well. A boat race had taken place be- 
tween Juniata’s whale boat and Plymouth’s gig, won 
by the Juniata by several lengths. Lieutenant-General 
Sheridan and Colonel Forsythe arrived there on the 
5th. Captain Lenthall Parker drills all squadron boats 
daily in steam tactics, and they are getting quite au fait 
in this line. On Thursday, January 30, a race between 
Franklin's barge, the champion boat of this squadron, 
and Juniata’s whale boat. 

THE Pacific mail, received February 27, brings intel- 
ligence from the Asiatic squadron thirty-five days old. 
The steam frigate Colorado, the flag-ship of Rear-Ad- 
miral John Rodgers, was at Hiogo, Japan, on the 20th 
of January last, and the Benecia was at Yokohama on 
the same day. The Alaska was at Ningpo, China, on 
January 9; the Pulos at Hong Kong January 11; and 
the Ashuelot was at Tien Tsin on December 15, 1870. 
The surgeons report all well in the squadron. 

THE regulation in regard to advance of pay made to 
officers of the Navy has just been modified by an order of 
the Secretary of the Navy. Heretofore officers ordered to a 
seagoing vessel have been allowed two months’ pay in ad- 
vance in order to assist them in preparing for the voyage. 
The rule has_been for the paymaster of the vessel to check 


this sum against the officer’s pay after the vessel had | 


sailed. But where the vessel was detained and did not 
sail, the question arose, ‘“‘ When should the charge be 
made?” the paymasters contending that the checkage 
should ke made at the end of the two months, and the 
officers claiming that they should not be called upon to 
repay until they were at sea. So the Secretary has or- 
dered that all such advances shall be checked at the end 
of two months, and if the ship does not sail, the officer 
can draw additional advances if he desires so to do. 


BELOW wegive the result of agame of base ball played | 
February I 7, at the U.S. barracks, Key West, Fla., be- | 
tween a picked nine from the flag-ship Severn and the | 


Sminole Base Ball Club of that city : 





SEVERN. SEMINOLE, 
O. R. oO. R. 
Z 4 ADU, 0.00 ccccocccecccs oes 4 10 
ZiGawyer, 1 D.ccvsccccsvccoce 1 ill 
2|F Maloney, p..... cece cose 1 ll 
2| Locke, s S..... 3.69 
3 0) Whitehurst, c f. 2 10 
0) Bethel, 2b....... cool -8 
SiGemmes, 8 Decccvcccscosccssc§ 
5|C Maloney, 1 f....-ccccseee 3 9 
1) Caah, € £...0ccoocccccccccqoces 4 6 
24 26 24 80 
INNINGS, 
Ist 24 3d 4th 3th 6th 7th 8th Tot 
rs ‘ 
Fae cuss 3 2 l 3 5 3 o 
Seminole. ....3 7° 26 5 6 2 17 14 80 


Umpire, Paymaster G. L. M 

) » Paymast . L. Mead. 
Scorer, R. B, Stran. ; 
Time of game, three hours, 


PPro Key West (Fla.) Despatch says: “This is the 
hird time we have had occasion to notice the efficient 
ree iven to our citizens within a few years by our gal- 
ant tars on the occasion of fires in our town. To the 
= of the Wyandotte we were under obligations for 
© preservation of our dwelling, on the occasion of a 

© immediately opposite our residence, which threat- 
ened the destruction of our dwelling house. Two boats’ 
crews from that ship a timely to our aid, and, accus- 
ey were to climbing the topmost shrouds, soon 

ascended the roof, and, with the pi > sewn of ~ town- 
epee stayed the destructive element. Again, upon 
.oecasion of @ fire which originated near to the 


ing steamer Walker came to the assistance of our citi- 
zens, and gave valuable aid in preserving the dwellings 
of Judge Marvin and Judge Bethel. On the occasion of 
the fire originating in the Baptist church last Sunday 
evening, a few seamen belouging to the monitor Zerror 
were conspicuous in daring gallantry in removing the 
pews, each in a blaze of fire from the kerosene oil which 
spilled from the chandelier when it fell. ‘Honor to 
whom honor is due,’ is a maxim which has governed us 
from childhood. Honor is bestowed now to the gallant 
seamen of our Navy riding in our harbor.” 


THE following is the address presented by Lieutenant- 
Commander Sicard on the occasion of his presentation 
to the King of Hawaii January 27, referred to last 
week : 

In behalf of the rear-admiral commanding the United States 
Pacific fleet, 1 desire to thank your Majesty for the most courteous 
offer of the steamer Kilauea, to go to the assistance of the — 
wrecked crew of the United States ship Saginaw on Ocean Islan) 
It was a most welcome and opportune relief to the company of 
United States officers and seamen in distress there, and a proof of 
your Majesty’s friendly feeling towards our Navy. Iam stre your 

ajesty’s kind and humane intentions were most efficiently carried 
out by the very capable and intelligent officer sent in command of 
the Kilauea, and by his officers and crew. Imust ask your Majesty 
also to accept my thanks, and those of my officers and men, for the 
sympathy shown us in our probable distress, and for the personal 
interest taken by youin the speedy despatch of the Kilauea. Your 
Majesty’s Minister of the Interior also manifested the strongest in- 
terest in our relief; and to his energetic and efficient efforts was it 
due that your intentions were so promptly carried into effect. At 
Ocean Island we recognized your Majesty’s ship as soon as she ap- 
peared on the horizon, and our feelings of gratitude may be imag- 
ined perhaps, but can only be thoroughly appreciated by those who 
have been placed in a like situation to our own. On our arrival in 
port, we were welcomed witht the most warm-hearted cordiality, and 
have received abundant proofs of the kind feelings of the Hawaiian 
peuple. One officer and four men belonging to my vessel bravely 
and generously ventured on a long sea voyage in a small boat for 
the relief of their shipmates; and finally, with one exception, made 
sacrifice of their lives upon the shores of the island of Kauai. 
Your Majesty’s subjects on that island received the survivorjof the 
boat’s crew with great kindness and hospitality, and were most so- 
licitous to recover the remains of my officer and his men, and to inter 
them in a suitable and Christian manner. I desire again to return 
thanks for all that has been done for the Saginaw’s officers and 
crew. 

His Majesty replied as follows: 

Capratn: I am pleased to see you here to-day, and congratulate 
you and the officers of the late United States ship Saginaw — 
their delivery from their unpleasant position upon a desolate 
island. I am glad that my Government has been enabled to render 
you assistance. The officers of your service in this ocean have al- 
ways shown themselves prompt to go to the assistance of distressed 
men of all nations, and [ have lately had a proof of their prompt 
humanity in the offer of Captain Truxtun, of the ship Jamestown, to 
assist some of my subjects in the Micronesian Islands, and in the effi- 
cient aid which he rendered them, Such interchanges tend to promote 
personal and national friendship. I sympathize with you, Captain, 
for thelossof your ship, a misfortune always keenly felt by a sen- 
sitive officer, however unavoidable itmay have been. Isympathize 
with you for the loss of the gallant officer and men who, aftera 
long voyage in an open boat, met their death on the shores of Kauai. 
Such examples of devotion to duty are a rich legacy to all men. 
Permit me, Captain, to express a hope that you and your officers 
who have shared with you your service in this ocean for some time 
past, and your peril in your late shipwreck, may live to attain the 
highest honors in your profession. 

Tue Tribune correspondent on board the Tennessee 
has the following description of the company in which 
he finds himself: ‘‘ We have a very agreeable company 
on board. There are not half a dozen out of the thirty-two 
who have not been in foreign countries, and some of 
them have beenin every country onthe globe. One 
fought in Greece with Byron forty years ago; another 
was in the Crimea; another in hali a dozen South Amer- 
ican revolutions; one has been shipwrecked half a dozen 
times; another was a slave for twenty years; one has 
witnessed the overthrow of dynasties and monarchs de- 
throned; another has helped to conquer time and space 
by ocean cable across the Atlantic; and a dozen others 
fought in the war of the Rebellion. With such compan- 
ions the hours pass pleasantly, and in the evening, 
gathered in the cabin, we listen to Mr. Wade’s account 
of his quarrel with Toombs after Mr. Sumner was struck 
down in the Senate Chamber, or his still more interest- 
ing anecdotes of Lincoln, of McClellan, of Stanton, and 
of many who have passed away. Dr. Howe is found to 
be full of humor, and his Grecian experiences, which he 
refers to only when questioned, repay the suffering from 
the stormy coast of Hatteras. Sigel occasionally runs 
into war reminiscence, and Fred. Douglass tells the story 
of his bondage. Hurlbert talks of foreign travel, of the 
imperial family of France, and of the Suez Canal. Bur- 
ton tells us of South America and the diplomatic service. 
Captain Temple, the commander of the Zennessee, who 
has been thirty years afloat, Ueguiles the time with 
stories of the sea and of shipwreck. Then, if we tire of 
talk, the captain has a good library on board, and the 
commissioners have brought along another, the latter bes 
ing what may be called a tropical library, for it refers to 
little else than San Domingo and the tropics. If other 
amusement is wanted, it is found in a friendly rubber of 
whist, in a visit to the quarters of the officers, where 
good music may be had for the asking, or in min- 
gling with the blue jackets. Brady, one of the cox- 
swains, is a strange character. He has been thirty years 
aboard a man-of-war. He has served on half the ships 
we ever had inour Navy. He is aman of intelligence, 
and talks with familiarity of every country in the world. 
He has been everywhere that our Navy has ever been, 
and, while he is not loquacious, he talks with great free- 
dom, and his memory is wonderful, or else his imagina- 
tion is good. What is most remarkable in him is that, 
in all the long years of his service, he never received a 
bounty and never got acent in prize money. Another 








he cannot stay on shore. “I have an old woman,” said he, 
“in New York, sur, and I have a lot of children, some 
of them grown and married, and I own my own place 
in Hoboken, but I can’t stay there. I must be on 
ship, sur. The old woman saves all my money, sur. 
She knows I am on sbore as soon as I do myself, and 
she looks out for my pay, youknow. But she hates to 
have me go to sea. She wants me to settle down, but I 
can’t, sur.” ‘“ Yes, sur,” he said in answer to a question, 
“TI pot over $1,000 prize money when I was with Porter, 
andI got $800 bounty. Them was good times, sur.” 


The officers of the Zennessee are all picked men, selected 
for this expedition, and a more gallant, gentlemanly, and 





efficient set of officers never trod s quarter-deck, To 


store of Mr. John Albury, the crew of the U.S. survey-’ 


seaman, who has served eighteen consecutive years, says | P 


Captain Temple, Lieutenant-Commander sept, 
Paymaster Caswell, Lieutenant-Commander - 
Surgeon Fort, and Master Nichols, are we of the ward- 
room and hammock indebted for favors ; and 
my personal obligation to Mr. Hayward, the executive 
officer, and the hardest worked and best natured man on 
the ship, is beyond expression. We have crowded the 
officers out of their quarters, we have taken their places 
at table, and have put them to personal discomfort which 
would be sufficient, in ordinary times, to cause our sus- 
pension from the yard-arm. 

OuR co mdent writes from Nice, France, Febru- 
ary 7,1871: Yesterday the’ second game of the match 
for the base-ball championship of the U. 8S. E 
fleet was played at the “ Place d’Armes,” Nice. 
ground was in much better condition than on the ot 
ous occasion, and the day was clear and sunny. - 


thing being arranged, the e was called at 2 P. M., 
P’.s and G.’s at the bat. ey were rather unfortunate, 
only scoring one run, Dyer being the lucky man, Ritten- 


house, Withers: and Green going out, leaving In- 
gersollon second. The F.’s and J.’s, Py good batting and 
some careless play, ran up a score of 7 before being sent 
to the field. The second inning, Plymouths picked up a 
little, scoring four runs to two for their an ‘The 
third inning was a round O for, both sides, as was 
also the fourth for the Plymouths, while the F.’s and 
J.’s scored 8, ing the scora{stand 17 to 5. Both sides 
now began to play close, and some splendid fly catches 
and stops were: made, the Plymouths slow]: geining un- 
til the end of the ninth inning, which still und them 
behind, however. The playing was excellent through- 
out the game, especially at the bases; Green and 
of the Plymouths and Berry and Wilson of the F.’s and 
Js making fine fly catches. Wilson and Green also 
made fine stops and plays. Two fly catches, made run- 
ning by Meigs and Berry, elicited the exclamation of 
sundry “superbs” and “splendids,” especially the latter. 
Dillingham, having changed off are tora made three 
handsome stops, with plays at first, during one inning. 
The play throughout was a marked improvement en the 
former game. “Tho defeat of the Plymouths was materi- 
ally assisted by the lameness of several of their players, 
ps their consequent inability to run bases quickly. 
Several.scores were lost through this, and the o si 
gained by fresh players a little in this respect. The de- 
ciding game of the match will come off some time dur- 
ing this week, when there will be a hard contest for the 
ball. The game was witnessed by a large number of 
spectators, the fair sex being numerously and well rep- 
resented; while among the male portion were the great- 
er part of the officers qf the fleet, and General Sheridan 
was also seen taking a survey of Yankee sports in un- 
Yankee Euro he following lists show the positions 
and ships of the players, and the score: 
Umpire—Captain’s Clerk Thomas Dunnell, Plymouth. 

JUNIATAS AND FRANKLINS. 









P., Master Charles Seymour, U. 8.8. Juniata. 
C., Ensign Arthur P. Nazro, “Franklin. 
ist B. ign Chas. E.Colahan, “ Juniata. 
2d B., ‘Lieutenant W. R. 8. Mackenzie,‘ Franklin. 
3d B., Master R. P. Rodgers, = “ 
-» Ensign A. M. Thackara, - “i 
C. F., Captain’s Clerk Jones, “Juniata, 
L. F., Ensign Albert G. Berry, “ Franklin. 
8. 8., Ensign John C. Wilson, “ - 
PLYMOUTHS AND GUERRIERES. 
P., Master R. R. rsoll, _ U8, 8. Plymouth, 
C., Midshi: n A. C. Di ~ “ “ 
Ist B., Mi — H. O. Rittenhouse, “ < 
24 B., Master John F. ay ” Guerriere. 
3d B., Midshipman Hugo Osterhaus, ‘‘ Plymouth. 
R. F., Midshipman Geo. L. Dyer, * ad " 
C. F., Lieutenant J. N. Hemphill, 9 * 
1. F., Mate W. W. Witherspoon, s as 
8. 8., Midshipman H. L. Green, sad “ 
P.’6 AND G.’5. F.’5 AND J.’8. 
R. o. B. 
lL 2)1. coccvcee 3 Z 
2. 3 43 
3. 13. -3 4 
4. 3/4. 3 4 
5. 1/5, Nazrovees + cosrccese 3 B 
6. 3/6, Wilsom.coesssceecoeerees 3 4 
7. ass Eebeeoncornnomnsrent 3 | 
8. . Beymour...... 00 coccccce 
9. 219. Bexrry.cccccsecseocs coocee 3 | 
27 19 27 26 
INNINGS. 
‘whet ebwote 
Plymouth’s.....1 4 . 
Fanlataltscie ove 7°. Br @; Bx Brody of 2 1 26 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 
Foumwaat a Assistant Engineer James Sheriden, to the 
- , New York. 
Navy yere 25 -Commodore John P, Gillis, to,the Naval Asylum 
at Philadelphia. ; 
DETACHED. 
Fes yy 23.—Ensigns Charles A. 
Tis frean cignal duty, and ordered to the Worceste.. 

Midshipmen J.D. Keeler, Movi tek to ieee 
Nye, from te Vagacecon Frank L. Du Bois, from the Naval Hos 
pital, Chelsea, Mass., and ordered to the % 

i ited . for six  gergey 
i ia, and 
Philadelphia, Fran 





Fresrvuargy 27.—. 
and ordered to the Asiatic 

Or tensnt-Commander 0. H. Craven, from the Wyack, and 

laced on waiting orders. 

Pieced Cmants HR. Baker and M. B, Field, E. P. Wood, 
. ymaster A, J. 
t A. 8. Greene, from th 

Nyack, return to 

R. G, Thomas, from the 


, and waiting orders. 
y ephen ae ‘Movarty, 
Tennessee. 
8. Cotton, from the Tennessee, 
the Congress. 
ORDERS REVOKED. 
Fesrvary 25.—Surgeon 8. D. Kennedy’s order t the Diciator. 
LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy of the United States, which have been reparted to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
February 25, 1871: 
We at Phils 
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- Patrick Ryan, landsman, January 7, U. 8. steamer Saco, at Mala- 


‘orman Martin, seaman, January 5, U. 8. steamer Richmond. 
i, Navy-yard, Pensacola. 


Frank L. B ~L-~ + U: 8. steamer Colorado 
an 5. ‘e 
John Desmond, beneficiary, February 20, Naval Hospital, Phila- 


CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 
Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 
Second Lieutenant W. Kitty McSherry, U. 8. Marine Corps.—On 
24th ult. gaanted one months leave el Manto’ Sarton bond t of his 





Second Lieutenant Benjamin R. U. S. Marine Corps.—On 
27th a ee leave of absence for one month from 6th inst. 
‘First nt Geo. H. Wells, U. 8S. Marine Corps.—On 27th ult. 


ordered to report at Brooklyn, N. Y., for duty. 








WEAPONS OF THE EUROPEAN WAR. 
(From the New York Herald.) 


OnzE fact develo by the European contest is the 
defectiveness of be French and German system of 


small arms. Although proven at Sadowa superior to 
the old muzzle-loader, the need] has been an ordi- 
arf weapon when o to the Chassepot. At Mars- 
la-Tour and Gravelotte the superior range and initial 
velocity of the French weapon almost neutralized the 
owt possessed by the Germans in artillery, num- 
bers, an a Never at any time during these 
battles did the Germans succeed in breaking the French 
line. At Gravelotte especially it was not until the right 
wing of Bazaine’s army had been turned and its rear 
threatened that the French retired in perfect order upon 
the fortress of Metz. 

Nevertheless, the Chassepot, which is only an im- 
yeevemont on the needle-gun, is also a defective weapon. 

th guns are, in fact, constructed on a false principle. 
The breech mechanism works by means of a bolt} which 
moves backward and forward in a channel in order to 
bg and close the breech. This occasions great fric- 

mn, and, as both guns use paper cartridges, there is a 
general tendency for the gas to escape, thereby fouling 
the piece and obstructing the operation of the bolt. In 
addition, the channel in which the bolt acts frequently 
conducts the gas back to the face of the soldier firing 
the gun, rendering it dangerous to handle. But,as we 
have said before, the superior range of the Chassepot 
has been a decided benefit to the French, and accounts 
ina measure for the desperate resistance Douay’s bri- 
gade at Weissenburg and MacMahon’s corps at Woerth 
were able to offer to the immensely superior forces which 
attacked them. - 

It must be borne in mind, however, that the Chasse- 
pot, though superior to the needle-gun, has been proven 
inferior to many American and English breech-loading 
rifles. As we remarked before, the system on which 
both the French and German are made is bad. 
Experience has demonstrated the defectiveness of all 
breech-loading small arms in which paper cartridges are 
used, when opposed to similar arms charged with metal- 
lic cartridges, and simply because it is difficult to pre- 
vent the fouling of the breech apparatus with the first, 
and next to impossible for there to be any fouling with 
the second, if the breech-piece be constructed on sound 
scientific principles. 

In the matter of small arms our Government has dis- 
played much wisdom in selecting a weapon which is not 
only superior to the Ch t and needle-gun, but also 
to the English Snider and any other breech-loader yet 
tested. One hundred thousand Americans armed with 
the Remington rifle, which has been adopted by the 
United States Navy, and officially reported for adoption 
by the Army, would be more than a match for a similar 
force of French, Germans, or English, armed with their 
present weapons, if both armies were equal in artillery 
and generalship. The simplicity of its mechanism, its 
durabilty, its strengthin resisting the recoil of the charge, 
its facility of execution, rapidity of firing, and accuracy 
of range, combine to make it probably the best military 
arm in the world. Such is the opinion of many of our 
Army officers, including Generals Sherman, Sheridan, and 
Schofield ; and such also is the opinion of the Spanish, 
Swedish, Egyptian, Danish, and, though too late, Tends 
governments, which haveordered largo numbers, while re- 
jecting native or European inventions. But if we even had 
no Remingtons, we would still possess an advantage over 
the principal European nations in the matter or small 
arms. The converted Springfield, which is also used by 
our Government, the Peabody, the Spencer, and Win- 
chester repeating rifles, and half a dozen others whose 
names we cannot recall to mind, are as much superior to 
the Chassepot, needle-gun, and Snider, as these latter are 
to the old muzzle-loader. 

Bat while we are as safe as science can make us in our 
small arms, we are deficient in artillery. During the 
rebellion the favorite field pieces in our armies were the 
rifled Parrott and the Napoleon smooth-bore. Both are 
undoubtedly good guns, but neither can compare with 
the breech-loading cannon used by the Germans. The 
correspondents, in their reports of battles fought between 
the French and Germans, have invariably stated that 
“before the French could even catch «glimpse of the en- 
emy they were compelled to sustain a fearfally effective 
artillery fire,” so great was the range of the German guns. 
In fact, the war in France has been decided by artilery. 
Formidable as is the French mitrailleuse, it cannot com- 
pete with the German rifled breech-loader. It certainly 
can fire a great many balls im an incredibly short space 


of time, but it is incapable of ing the missiles 
which it discharges. ‘These follow a line and do 
not diverge; hence, unless the mitrailleuse be parked 
on a battle field, its effect is scarcely ter than that of 


canister thrown from a twelve-pounder Napoleon field 
piece at easy range. At long distances it is powerless 
when opposed to the German gun. 
We have in the Cope Liew adopted for the Army a 
to 


tnitrailleuse superior t used by the French, but we 
have no breech-loading cannon. what avail, then, 
would be our iority in small arms if our army went 


into battle supported 


rifled Parrotts and Napoleon 
smooth-bore guns, if, as 


been the case in France, it 


was opposed by a force armed with the same artillery 
used by the paler ? Clearly none. At the Spring- 
field armory the Government is manufacturing Reming- 
tons and converting the old muzzle-loading rifle on the 
Allen system; but it is doing nothing, so far as we are 
aware, to improve our artillery. It is true that there is 
no immediate prospect of our engaging in war with a 
foreign er. The Alabama claims and fisheries ques- 
tions will doubtless be amicably settled. But we know 
not at what time questions may arise and involve us in 
war. It will not do to wait till the contest is upon us 
before preparing to meet it. Our Government should at 
once have our artillery recast and made equal to, if not 
better than, the German breech-loading cannon. In our 
artillery lies our military deficiency and our nilitary 
weakness, which, if not remedied, may involve us in 
serious disasters. 








COLONEL HAMLEY ON THE WAR. 


Tuis distinguished officer has addressed a letter to the 
Times in which he observes that the “ laws of war” as pro- 
mulgated by the Prussians may be condensed in the case 
of invasion into the general axiom that the population 
of the invaded country lose their rights of property and 
of personal security, while the persons and effects of the 
invaders become absolutely sacred. The result of prac- 
tically acting upon this theory is thata great part of 
the most productive territory of France isa solitude 
and a wilderness, to cause which to reblossom will be a 
task more arduous than to form a settlement in a savage 
country. And the effect on the French has been the 
arming of the entire populatiori and the resolution to 
wage war to the last extremity. 

“ That the course to which the Prussians have resort- 
ed is not a necessity of warfare (says Colonel Hamley) is 
proved by the fact that wars have been successfully 

under very different conditions. It may be safe- 
ly asserted that if those severities can be dispensed with 
in one war, they can in another. The rule which should 
be followed is very simple. Let the invader treat the 
population of the hostile State and use its resources as he 
would an ally’s or his own. Superior efficiency and 
superior skill would still retain; their advantages; 
and let him not supplement deficiencies in force or vigi- 
lance by a system of terrorism,but restrict his entcrprises 
to the space which he can protect, or extend them at his 
own peril, not at that of the population. Commanders 
have already abandoned some of their privileges in de- 
ference to the progress of civilization—they no longer 
make slaves of their captives, nor.encourage indiscrimi- 
nate plunder, nor massacre the inhabitants of cities taken 
My storm ; let still further concessions be required of them. 

o say this is to argue in the interests of all the world 
against the victorious invader—nay, I will not even ex- 
cept the victorious invader himself. Itis better that 
new restrictions should be placed on conquerors than 
that laws should be perverted, humanity outraged, and 
prosperous provinces converted into frightful deserts. 
To the plea that the custom of war authorizes these acts, 
the reply is that the custom is not of our time; it is 
derived from periods which are the stigma of nations 
and the blots of history; from times of general rapine 
and violence; from the French Revolution, the middle 

, and epochs yet nearer to barbarism, because this 
method of making war can never be of even temporary 
advantage to ourselves. 

“ But it is necessary, say some, that France should be 
taught a lesson; that she should have full experience of 
the calamities which she has been but too ready to in- 
flict. No doubt she has been taught a lesson, and one 
she is not likely to forget; but will the fruit of such 
teaching be submission or revenge ? Can any one doubt 
that she wants only opportunity to inflict on her relent- 
less enemy a full measure of the calamities which she 
undergoes, and that Europe may thus doubly suffer in 
the quarrel? As to the plea that the excesses of the 
French after Jena justify the severities of the Prussians, 
it is surely time for the world to have done with the 
foolish and barbarous fancy that injuries endured by one 
generation demand -retribution from another. Such a 
doctrine wouid make the world the scene of an inter- 
minable vendetta, where everybody would claim the 
right of avenging his grandfather on the oppressor’s 
gran , and where provinces would be ravaged and 
cities destroyed in the pursuit of secure frontiers ana of 
the at least equally definite object—revenge. 

“Tf the effects of this war are manifest in the desper- 
ation of the French, not less evident, though more un- 
expected, are the propensities which have been developed 
in the Germans. That placid and home-loving race, 
which the world belieyed to be intent chiefly on philo- 
sophic dreams, now appears as insatiable of blood and 
dominion as the first Napoleon. Ruined towns and re- 
luctant populations annexed to Germany, a magnificent 
capital destroyed and its citizens starved, a political 
system unhinged, a great part of the world’s trade anni- 
hilated, and a vast extent of prosperous territory turned 
into the most shocking of deserts—such are the pros- 
pects which now charm the imaginations of the people 
who differ no less from their former selves than their 
own Faust, rejuvenated by the Devil into a profligate 
and a homicide, differs from the venerable sage when 
he is first shown to us amid his books and alembics. Is 
it to be hoped that the resumption of their more harm- 
less and ble, if not more natural, character will be 
acosletatel by the return, with all their newly-acquired 
taste for license and contempt for law, of the troops who 
have become habituated to plunder, to arson, and to the 
killing of prisoners in cold blood ? 

“Tf it be asked how the excesses of a conqueror who 
commands such toleration and respect are to be restrain- 
ed, I answer, not by dwelling chiefly on the triumphs of 
his arms and ignoring the path which he has trod to 
them, but by proclaiming loudly that the system of war- 
fare is a detestable anachronism ; that an inef- 
faceable stigma attaches to the army which practises and 
the nation which sanctions it; and that the ‘honorable 
peace’ which the Prussian monarch desires is hardly 





eerge hy beng at his feet and France ru- 
behind him.” Hamley submits, in conclu- 


sion, that a conference for mitigating the severities 
which a relentless conqueror may inflict would be quit, 
in uniron with the sentiments of the age, and that the 
invitation to it might well come from a people which i; 
tender even to its criminals, and desires that insurreg 
tions should be suppressed with the most careful dis 
crimination. If the powers of Europe could thus be in. 
duced to agree in the efforts to impose restrainte on fu 
ture invaders, the results would be at least as valuable 
as those attained by the Geneva convention. 








THE FRENCH FORTESSES. 


CoLONEL Meline gives in the March Galary th 
following account of two French fortresses during former 
wars : 

Besides the ceaseless flow of treatises on strategy ani 
the art of war, and the avalanche of works on Alsace anj 
Lorraine, the German press is prolific in reminiscences 
of the first Napoleonic wars, more especially of the can- 
paings which followed the battle of Dresden, when the 
allies, with an army four hundred thousand strong, can. 
tiously and respectfully followed up the great Corsican, 
with hardly ninety thousand soldiers left him. To & 
our German friends justice, they freely pay their 
tribute of unstinted admiration to the magnificent 
military genius displayed by Napoleon in the shor 
campaign which preceded the fall of Paris and the En. 
pire, and which was illustrated by the brilliant field 
of Montmirail and Champaubert. 

One of these works enters into some interesting 
particulars concerning the two French fortresses 
Verdun and Bitche, which were mainly appropriated ty 
the detention of English prisoners relentlessly held in 
captivity during the,entire period of the Empire, 1803. 
1814. Bitche was a small town of some three thousani 
inhabitants. Its fortress, deservedly remarkable fo 
strength, was constructed during the reign of Loui 
XIV. at an expense so enormous, that when called upo 
for the appropriations necessary for completion of the 
work, the King inquired if they had built it of louis Wor, 
To guard the prisoners, its garrison under Napolem 
consisted of seventeen gendarmes and one hundred vet 
erans. The vaults and casemates were filled with 
British sailors who were held in awe by their jailen 
They were the terror and dismay of the garrison, who 
would rather have dealt with a horde of armed enemies at 
the gates than such prisoners as these jolly tars unde 
lock and key. All the anxiety, care, sleeplessness, ani 
suftering was the garrison’s, while the captives enjoyed 
themselves in their own lawless way. An order was is 
sued by the commandant that all lights should be ex 
tinguished at nine o’clock at night; but when the 
gendarmes presented themselves for its enforcement, they 
were received with such a;well-sustained bombardment 
of old shoes, boots, and other extraordinary missiles, 
that the execution of the order became simply impossible 
The prisoners camped victorious on the field of battle, 
the commander of the garrison yielded, and the old salt 
were left free to police their quarters and to carry int 
effect their own code of discipline, which they effect 

ually did by court-martialling and punishing wrong: 
doers. ‘i 

Verdun wasa fortress ina townof some 13,000 ir 
habitants, and will be remembered as the place from 
which thirteen young girls were sent to the revolutionary 
scaffold at Paris, for the crime of strewing flowers ini 
procession in honor of the royalists. 

In 1803, hardly had the English ambassador, Lor 
Whitworth, left Paris, on the declaration of war agains 
England, when the arrest of all British subjects founl 
in France was ordered. As detenus they were sent firs 
to one of the three depots established at Fontainebleau, 
Nimes, and Valenciennes, but finally all were concentrat 
ed at Verdun. These detenus were men and women 
all conditions of life, many of them people of wealth 
tourists, clergymen, physicians, and merchants. Nur 
bers of them were sefzed at Calais waiting for a fat 
wind for England. They were all non-combatants. At 
a later period were brought in some four hundred prisor 
ers of war, naval officers, captains of merchant vessels 
and some army officers taken on transports or wreekei 
on the coast. These English prisoners spent yearly # 
Verdun the enormous sum of forty thousand pounds 
sterling. The garrison disbursements were also of some 
importance, and hence the honor of guarding the detenus 
was energetically disputed with Verdun by Metz and 
several other cities. The prisoners made the best o 
their eleven long years of captivity. Being nal 
persons with abundant means at their disposal, the 
verity of the regulations for their confinement was sens! 
bly softened by their ability to bribe their guards. The 
appetite of the military jailers of Verdun grew with 
what it fed upon. The greed for the easy dishonorable 
gain soon infected the officers, and included in its rar 
ages, the} commandant of the fortress, General Wirion. 
The abuse at last grew into scafidalous proportions, and 
Wirion was summoned to Paris to answer charges. 
friend General Bernadotte endeavored in vain to sup 
press the examination. The Minister of War sent for 
Wirion, and producing a copy of the charges filed against 
him said: “If these cha®yes are true, my advice 18 
you had best go shoot yourself.” The wretched com 
mandant, arraying himself in full uniform, went to® 
retired spot in the Bois de Boulogne and sent @ bullet 
through his head. 

The Verdun prisoners had their dinner tables, balls, 
and suppers. Among the ladies, Mesdames Clive, Clark, 
Fitzgerald, and Watson received every day, and among 
them shone the brilliant Lady Cadogan. The civilians 
had a comparatively easy experience in their captivity; 
but the treatment of the military and naval prisoners 
of war was far from cerditable to Napoleon. 








THE first annual ball of the Randall Battalion, Twen 
ty-second Infantry, was held February 22, 1871. The 
master of ceremonies was J. S. Smith, and the floor ma 





agers, 8. Slaymaker, P. Edwards, A. Dormitzer. 
general committee was G. A. Wilson, G. Southeimer. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


CAMP DOUGLAS, U. T. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: Officers and men at this post seem to vie with 
each other in seeing which can give the best parties. 
Our theatre, I am sorry to say, has suffered a severe col- 
lapse, rather because of the excellence of the Salt Lake 
City Theatre than _on account of the weakness 
of our troupe. The best way to settle the 
much talked of Mormon question would be to 
change the troops here about every six months. 
When the Seventh left for Montana the three 
companies stationed here took about twenty soldiers’ 
wives with them, most of whom the “boys” married 
while at this post, and mostly out of Mormon families; 
and now the Thirteenth is doing a lively business in the 
marrying line. Companies C, EK, and I brought only one 
soldier’s wife with them when they arrived here last 
summer, and now their number is increased to fifteen. 

The health among the troops is very good notwith- 
standing the appearance in our camp of a fever which 
threatene to assume a contagious character. I have ref- 
erence to the mining fever. The complaint is at present 
more confined to the officers, but the men too begin to 
feel the symptoms of it, and a general outbreak of the 
disease is feared. The oldest inhabitant of Camp Doug- 
las, Captain E. B. Zabriskie, post trader, is going to leave 
us, to the great sorrow of both officers and men, with 
whom, through his courteous and genial manner and 
fair dealing, he has been a great favorite. Captain Za- 
briskie came here with the California Volunteers as cap- 
tain of a company, and served with the regiment till its 
muster out of service, and has been since then post 
trader. 

In conclusion I would remark that I can fully endorse 
the article of “ Captain Murphy McGuire” in your last 
number. Having been for a long time at the head of a 
Good Templar organization here, I found that after the 
breaking up of the lodge the majority of its members 
took immediately to drinking, and became greater 
drunkards than they had been before signing the total 
abstinence pledge. OLD INHABITANT. 

Camp Dovua.as, U. T., February 19, 1871. 


SHARP SABRES FOR CAVALRY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Smr: I have read with interest the communication by 
a volunteer cavalryman, in which he lays great stress 
upon the sharpness of the sword. I fully agree with 
him that it woull be more efficient, especially in the 
hand of a skilful swordsman; but to render a cut effec- 
tive, every one is aware that it must be given with the 
edge, not with the flat. The latter is often the case, for 
the inexperienced do not know that the edge always 
follows the direction of the elbow of the sword arm, 
bat believes that he is delivering a cut when he is simply 
giving a blow. WhatI have found out by experience 
in several campaigns is, that the guard and point, or the 
point and guard, is the most sure, ready, and the least 
fatiguing mode of disposing of an opponent. A man in 
laying or preparing for a cut lays himself completely 
open to his adversary’s point, which is given much 
quicker than a cut; besides, from every point you can 
form a guard, and with more strength than after a cut, 
and doubly as quick. 

I am not in this denying that the sword should be as 
sharp as possible, but in order to keep it in that condi- 
tion some one will have to improve the scabbard ; for in 
merely drawing the sword the edge is taken off, and in 
a campaign the first sharpening would be entirely worn 
away. 

The cut is of great service when opposed to more than 
For instance, coming in contact 
with an enemy on either side, by delivering a point to 
the left and a cut to the right, the two are combined. 
So it is in the case of pursuing broken infantry, cut and 
point combined is of great service, and makes the soldier 
steadier in the saddle and less fatigued, considering the 
pe he'is going at, than cutting on each side of him. 

therefore believe in a sharp sword but would depend 
more upon the point. Sono. 
NATIONAL MiniTaRy ASYLUM FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS, 
AveustA, Mr., February 20, 1871. 














ARMY AND NAVY LIFE INSURANCE. 

Tothe Rditor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Will you permit me even at this late day to say 
a word or two on the subject of life insurance for Army 
and Navy officers, and, as an excuse for my temerity, to 
add that I was for some time an assistant to Mr. Ho- 
mans, the well-known actuary of the Mutual Life of 
New York? ‘ 
_ Leordially agree with General Ingalls.and confréres 
in their opinion that it is more expedient to insure in 
an already established company than to form a purely 
military assurance organization. Further, as the result 
of inquiries among insurance experts, aside from the en- 
dorsement of distinguished officers, I feel the utmost con- 
fidence in the St. Louis Mutual. Still, one point I desire 
to have definitively settled before insuring myself in this 
company or advising my friends todoso; and the an- 
Swer to this query will at once decide whether or not 
‘any real advantage will accrue tous military men from 
our insuring ¢7 masse in one company. 

, Will the St. Louis Mutual reinsure its military poli- 
cies to the full extent of its whole reserve, or only so far 
as our contributions to this reserve shall go? In other 
words, should an unusual and unexpected death rate oc: 
cur among its military assured, due to, say, a sudden 
war, a series of terrible shipwrecks, etc., would the St. 
Louis Mutual meet the resulting claims with all its as- 
sets, or only with such portion thereof as was contrib- 
uted in the form of premiums by its military policy- 
holders? Should the company adopt the latter course— 
as Thee they may no!—then no especial good would ob- 
toa: fe. us by our taking its policies, Should, however, 


the former course be legally adopted, then I say let’ us 
all avail ourselves of its offer. 

Personally, having given the subject some thought, I 
believe that the company can well afford to give officers 
the benefit of its total assets as a reserve; for I am al- 
most convinced that the death rate of the military class, 
including the hazards of war and the dangers of the seas, 
will be found to compare favorably with that of the best 
selected lives. This is a matter that can be mathemati- 
cally determined, and I would suggest that this company 
take some steps to form a “ military life table,” based on 
the record of casualties in the kindred services, procur- 
able from the archives of the Navy and War Depart- 
ments. CANONICUS. 








THE “PUZZLE FOR THE COMMISSARIES” 


SOLVED. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: On the supposition that the bread was equally 
divided between the three and entirely eaten, they each 
ate two loaves and two-thirds of a loaf. To the general 
stock, then, one Arab had contributed two loaves and a 
third more than he ate, while the other’s contribution 
was but a third of a loaf. In requital of their hospital- 
ity, their guest gave them eight sequins. That sum 
was to be divided between them, not in the ratio of their 
general contribution, but in that of its excess over what 
each ate. Two loaves and a third from him who gave the 
fiveloaves make seven-thirds, against the one-third of a 
loaf’s excess from the other. The sequins were to be di- 
vided in the same ratio. So said the cadi, and he ac- 
cordingly gave seven sequins to the Arab who contrib- 
uted five loaves, and one to the other. 

I knew this cadi intimately ; his name was John 
Urougham. A decision of his was reported by Wallack 
in the caseof “ The Veteran.” It was known as the 
“new milch cow case,” which was on trial for some 
time, years ago, at the corner of Broadway and Broome. 
There were two claimants for the cow, each alleging 
his right to her, proving ownership, and expatiating 
upon her value, especially upon her fresh supply of the 
lacteal fluid. The cadi heard them patiently, and, 
with a view of administering impartial justice, sent the 
cow to his stables, where she was to remain until he 
could dispose of the case. This he did not do until she 
was as dry as a bone. 

Inever could understand how in the “ bread and se- 
quin case” he failed to hold all the stakes. 

ANOTHER M. O. L. L. U. 8. 

OswEao, N. Y., February 27, 1871. 








THE QUESTION OF LIFE INSURANCE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 4 

Sir: In the ARMY AND Navy JouRNAL of February 
11 there is an editorial commending life insurance to 
the officers of the Army and Navy ; also letters from Gen- 
eral Sherman, Admiral Porter, General Meade, and oth- 
ers, not only commending life insurance to the officers of 
the Army and Navy, but recommending a particular 
company—the St. Louis Mutual Life Insurance Com- 

any. 

“ io glad to see that this subject is attracting the at- 
tention of the officers of the Army and Navy. There is 
no class of persons in the country who need the benefits 
of life insurance more than they do. The nature of their 
duties and the smallness of their compensation prevent 
them, with very few exceptions, from accumulating pror- 
erty; hence, when they die, they leave their families 
more or less dependent. 

Hitherto, life insurance compauies have placed so 
many restrictions on policies issued to officers of the 
Army and Navy as to render them nearly valueless, and 
this fact has prevented them from availing themselves 
of the benefits of life insurance. But the St. Louis Mu- 
tual has removed this impediment—I speak from person- 
al experience, as I am insured in it; and officers are now 
placed by this company on a footing with persons in 
civil life. 

I know no way in which officers can secure so much 
property by so small an investment, as by insuring their 
lives in a sound and well-managed company. If they die 
early, the gain is very large; and if they live out the 
probability or expectation of life, the return is a fair in- 
vestment of their money, besides enjoying the consolatary 
reflection all the while of having made some provision for 
their families. The fact that many of the best business 
men in the country—-men of the largest wealth—insure 
their lives for large amounts, shows the estimation in 
which they hold life insurance as a mere investment. 

Among the various kinds of policies each person will 
make his own selection; but the form of policy which 
seems to me best suited to officers is an endowment 
policy, to run, say, twenty years (with an annual pre- 
mium), but, payable of course at death if this should oc- 
curr previous to the expiration of the endowment. 
Such a policy, if the premium be paid in full each year, 
and the return premium dividends be used to accumu- 
late additional insurance, will, in the St. Louis Mutual, 
about double itself. The great advantage of an endow- 
ment policy is, that if, the insured live out the term of 
endowment, he will receive his money and can dispose 
of itin such way as he may choose; in short, with this 
form of policy “‘the insured does not have to die to 
win.” 

Having determined to insure my life, and having se- 
lected the formof policy I would take, namely, an en- 
dowment policy for twenty years, the next step was to 
select a company to be insured in. After the most 
thorough .examination I could make of various of the 
most prominent insurance companies in the country, I 
selected the St. Louis Mutual; and I take great pleasure 
in tommending it to the officers of the Army and Navy. 

In selecting a company to be insured in, the first and 
most important step isto find ong whose integrity of 
management and financial soundness are beyond ques- 
tion. In this respect the St. Louis Mutual is equal to 
any company in the United States. Certainty of the 





payment of the policy being assured from the reputation 


and soundness of the company, the next t to be 
secured is to find a company the profits of w. invest~ 
ments will enable it to give the largest returns to its 
policy-holders. 

The two principal elements or factors on which the 
profits of life insurance companivs, when legitimately 
and economically conducted, chiefly depend, are, first, 
the duration of life of its policy-holders ; and second, the 
rate of interest, the same being compounded, at which 
the company can lend its money. 

The system of examination of applicants for policies is 
about the same in all respectable and well-managed life 
insurance companies, and hence, in regard to the dura- 
tion of life of their policy-holders, they stand on about 
the same footing. But in regard to the second element 
of profit, namely, the rate of interest at which they can 
safely lend their money, Western companies equally 
safely managed as the best Eastern companies have an 
immense advantage over their Eastern competitors. The 
rate of interest which Western companies can draw from 
their investments, the same being perfectly safe, is some 
3 per centum per annum higher than Eastern com- 
panies can earn, while the ratio of expense of manage- 
ment to profit is not greater. The St. Louis Mutual has 
netted per annum on its investments for several years 
past over 9 per cent.; and its net rate of interest has 
been increasing all the time, and there is no reason to 
believe it will not continue to do so. 

Money lent at 9 per cent. net and over, and the in- 
terest compounded, increases very rapidly; and as the 
St. Louis Mutual is a strictly mutual company, and the 
system of distribution of profits among its policy-holders 
is the “ contribution plan,” by which every policy-holder 
receives exactly, in return premium dividends, what his 
money earns, less the cost of re-insurance, it will readily 
be perceived how large the return premium dividends 
must be. These can be used to accumulate more insure 
ance, or to lessen the annual premium, at the option of 
the policy-holder. The St. Louis Mutual has ete 
adopted the trustee system, a feature which I think wi 
be especially useful to the officers of the Army and 
Navy. The nature of their profession, isolating them in’ 
most cases much from business men, prevents them from 
making the most desirable arrangements for the admin- 
istration of their little all after death; and even when 
they can appoint such a person before their death, the 
subsequent decease of the appointee may leave the man- 
agement of their property to a person totally unfitted 
for the duty, or even to the management of a stranger. 

A slight experience of the business world testifies how 
often families left in independent circumstances, even in 
opulence, are by mismanagement made penniless in a 
few years. But healthy corporations never die; and if 
an officer has sufficient confidence in a company to insure 
his life in it, it would seem he could have no hesitation 
to leave the amount of his policy in trust with the com- 
pany, should he die before his children are grown up and 
provided for. 

The St. Louis Mutual undertakes such trusteeship in 
all cases in which it is desired by the insured, and will 
pay the amount due on the policy at the decease of the 
policy-holder, in such instalments and to such beneficia- 
ries as may be designated by the insured; paying also 
annually on the balance remaining in its hands interest 
at the average earned by the company on its investments. 
I know no safer way in which an officer can secure an 
annuity, with most reasonable assurance of payment as 
directed for his dependent ones after his demise. 

Tu. J. Woop, Major-General U. 8. Army. 

Dayton, Onto, February 20, 1871. 








SUGGESTION FOR THE SIGNAL SERVICE. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: The writer has learned and substantially for- 
gotten half a dozen signal codes, owing to their want of 
mnemonic arrangement. Shortly afterthe Meyer system 
‘was introduced, he devised the following ternary arrange- 
ment of the motions, which he considers simpler than that 
given by M. in your last number. As all the letters are 
made by combinations of three motions, it is only neces 
sary to call off and write down the motions in succession, 
then point them off by threes. No signal is necessary to 
indicate the end of a letter or word. This combination 
has been given to many persons in and out of the service. 
I have never known one of them to fail in understand- 
ing it readily, or to subsequently forget it. 


111—a * 211—-j 311—s 
112—hb , 212—k 312—t 
118—c 213—1 313—a 
121—d 221—m 321—v 
122—e 222—n 322—w 
123—f 223—o 323—x 
131—g 231—p 3381—y 
132—h 232—q 322—z 
133—i 2338—r &823—repeat 
1111—wait or stop § 2222—understand xe 








THE United States Military Post Libeery Aspect. 
established for the purpose of supplying United States 
soldiers at the various military posts with reading mat- 
ter, report that they have distributed about 60,000 copies 
of periodicals and 15,000 copies of other publications 
among 116 different posts during the past year. In this 
way the association has been reaching not less than 75,- 
000. individuals, families, and children, as officers state 
that the papers, ines, and tracts, after they are read 
by the soldiers, find their way all over the territories of 
that region. The association a during the year for 
miscellaneous books, $4,098 25; religious publications, 
$2,349 26; secular periodicals, $1,334 49; salaries, cor- 
respondence, and incidentals, $2,119 54; balance on 
hand, $219 87. 


A RIFLE tower has been erected on the upper deck of 
the Lord Clyde, armor-plated screw ship, in the basin at 
Keyham. nmunication with the lower deck is 








vided for by means of a scuttlv inside the tower, which 
is placed immediately abaft the bridge. y 
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N. SQUIRE, 
@ *® No. 917 FULTON STREET, New Yorx, 


Is the best to reliable W. fine 
La me etre Wares 
DIAMONDS A SP TY. 


Army anp Navy Commerciat AGENcy, 


Nos. 820 and 322 BROADWAY, 
(cor, Pearl street). 


P. O. box 3,047. New Yoru, February 16, 1871. 


subscriber respectfully informs the officers of the Army 
and Navy, that having been recently retired from active ser- 
vice, he has opened in this city a Commercial Agency, which will be 
conducted exclusively in the interest of the Military and Naval 
service. The object of this Agency is to furnish officers and their 
commands with every description of Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
dise to be obtained in the markets of this city, and the proprietor 
hopes by the exercise of energy and good judgment to establish for 
Officers of the service a prompt and reliable medium of supply. 

Special attention will be given to the selection of Military and 
Naval Equipments, and entire satisfaction in this line will be 

teed, 

Further particulars in regard to the characterand design of this 
enterprise will be contained in the business circulars of the Agency 
now being prepared for distribution, and to which the attention of 
all is respectfully invited. THOMAS H. NORTON, 

late Captain Eleventh U.S. Infantry. 


pH ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE. 


Socisty or THE AgMY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Wasuincron, D. C., February 15, 1871. 

To the Members, Society of the Army of the Tennessee. 
The fifth lar meeting of the Society will be held in Cincin- 
nati on the 6th and 7th days of April next, convening at 10 o’clock 


a. M. 

Colonel John W. Noble, of the Third Iowa Cavalry, will deliver 
the annual address, and suitable arrangements for the meeting 
will be made by the local committee. 

Every officer who has at any time served with honor in the Arm: 
and Department of the Tennessee is by the constitution entitl 
toa,membership ; and all such, as well as members of ki 
societies, are cordially invited to attend. 

General W. T. SHERMAN, President. 

L. M. Darron, Rac. Secretary. 

A. Hicken Looper, Cor. Secretary. 


and 














The Senate confirmed the following nominations 
February 25: Peter S. Mitchell, to be professor of 
natural and experimental philosophy in the Military 
Academy; Captain Dominick Lynch, to be captain on 
the active list; Captain Charles W. Pickering, to be 
commodore on the retired list; Lieutenant F. H. Shep- 


ard, to be lieutenant-commander on the retired list; 
Henry E. Rhodes, to be second assistant engineer; 
Paymaster Casper Schenck, to be advanced twelve 
numbers, and Paymaster. Luther G. Billings, to be ad- 
vanced fifteen numbers in their es for eminent and 
conspicuous conduct in battle; Paymaster Francis H. 
Swan, to be advanced fifteen numbers for extraordinary 
heroism during the war of the Rebellion. George L. An- 
drews was confirmed February 28 as professor of French 
at the Military Academy, vice Agnel, lately deceased. He 
is a graduate of the Academy, of the class of 1854, and 
served in the Engincer Corps until 1855, when he re- 
signed. During the war he was chief of staff to Gen- 
eral Banks in the Department of the Gulf, and 
after i his fortune in Mississippi for a short 
time he returned to Massachusetts, and was appoint- 
ed United States marshal of the State, a position 


which he now relinquishes. March 1 the follow- 
ing nominations were confirmed: Joshua Bishop, 
to be lieutenant-commander United States Navy ; 


Charles K. Yancey, to be assistant surgeon United States 
Navy ; George C. Drinen, to be second assistant engi- 
neer United States Navy ; and the following to be third 
lieutenants in the Revenue ine service: William 
H. Hand, New York; William J. Hasring, New York; 
Thomas D. Walker, New York; William H. Roberts, 
Massachusetts ; Frederick A. O’Connor, Massachusetts ; 
A. Littlefield, Massachusetts; Francis Tuttle, Massachu- 
setts; Alfred Weston, Massachusetts; Dovid A. Hall, 
Rhode Island ; John W. Houwison, Pennsylvania; S. M. 
Crossley, Pennsylvania; John Brown. New Jersey; 
Eli D. Edmunds, New Jersey ; George E. McConnell, Dis- 
trict of Columbia ; Owen 8. Neeley, District of Columbia ; 
Samuel E. McGuire, Louisiana; Eugene Bivudi, Louis- 
jana ; yoo ee Maine ; ao W. Devereux, 
Maine ; rge Gooding, Virginia; Frederick J. 
Simmons, Virginia ; Ww. D. Roath, Connecticut; Oscar 
C. Hamlet, Michigan. 


A DESPATCH from Washington, February 16, states 
that the Secretary of War is in receipt of a letter from 
the commanding officer at Fort , Kansas, stating 
that a general outbre:k of hostilities on the part of the 
Cheyennes and Arrapahoes is expected early in the 
spring, and that the objective points of attack will be the 
frontier settlements of Kansas. General Pope endorses 
the letter, hoping that the Interior Department will at 
once take measures to satisfy or pacify these Indians, 
who, he says, have just grounds of complaint ; and adds 
that if the threatened Indian war does come, as it surely 
boy aa military authorities cannot be held responsible 

ri 














THE work of loading the United States store-shi 
Supply, Lieutenant-Commander George Dewey, is on 
gressing finely. Her cargo will t of about 3,000 
of flour, a few of beef, a number of petuens at 
preserved meats, and a quantity of bags of beans, 
and grain. A t’s guard of marines of about 
eleven men is to be added to the ship’s complement. She 
will probably sail this week on her mission. 








telegraph reports the death of John B. Ma- 
onee so well known as an officer of our Army, 
the heroes of the lost cause, in 


THE 
gruder, 


and more as lately one of 
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THE TERMS OF PEACE. 


7s negotiations for peace, after dragging along 

with a tediousness that astonished every one, 
have at length been concluded and the preliminaries 
are signed. President THIERS read the conditions 
to the Assembly at Bordeaux on Tuesday. France 
cedes one-fifth of Lorraine, including Metz and 
Thionville, and all of Alsace except Belfort, and 
pays an indemnity of five milliards of francs—one 
milliard this year, and the remainder in three years. 
The fortified cities of Lunéville, Nancy, and Belfort 
are left to France. Longwy, Thionville, Metz, and 
Sarrebourg go to Germany. The German troops will 
gradually withdraw from French territory as the 
payments are made. The armistice is prolonged to 
the 12th of March, and last of all the Germans were 
to enter Paris. The Champagne country will be 
held by 50,000: Germans, with Prince FREDERICK 
CHARLES as governor, until the indemnity is paid. 
It is said that RoTHsScHILD has offered to pay the 
whole sum in one year. ; 

The entry into Paris took place on Wednesday, 
March 1, the Germans passing in by the Porte de 
Neuilly and the Point du Jour. They proceeded 
along the Quai and the Champs Elysées to the 
Place dela Concorde, immediately in front of the 
Tuileries, quartering themselves in the Palais de 
l’Industrie, from which the French wounded had 
been removed to make room for them. Their en- 
trance was accomplished without trouble, though 
Paris had been stormy with rage for several days. 
Some of the line troops had seized some guns and 
threatened to oppose the invaders at any cost. In- 
deed, at a rumor of their coming two days before it 
took place, they threw up barricades and swore they 
would make a stand. The National Guards, to 
whom the preservation of order had been confided, 
asked to be allowed to surrender their arms. Pres- 
ident TH1ERS and General ViNoy issued proclama- 
tions to quiet the people, but the storm was nearly 
as great as ever. But two or three days of this 
excitement wore the agitators out, and when, be- 
tween eight and nine o’clock Wednesday morning, 
the conquerors marched round the Arch of Triumph, 
only a half dozen small groups of workmen were 
there to witness the triumph. The German position 
in the city is strong, covering the long tongue of 
land between the wall and the Seine, on the right 
bank of the latter, and extending from the Porte de 
Neuilly to the garden of the Tuileries, and from 
the river to the Faubourg St. Honoré. They are 
30,000 strong, with 96 field pieces, and are com- 
manded by General von BosE. Their peaceful en- 
trance is a subject of gratulation everywhere. There 
was great danger that’the grief of the citizens would 
show itself in acts of hopeless resistance, and it is dif- 
ficult to say which is the greater, the folly of the Ger- 
mans in their readiness to provoke scenes of unne- 
cessary bloodshed, or the childishness of the Parisians 
in considering their city peculiarly sacred. 

These foolish contentions take the attention from 
the greater facts of the terms upon which peace is 
accorded. That these terms are tyrannically hard 
there can be no dispute. France went into this war 
for love of conquest and arrogant ‘hatred of her 








behalf o which ho early 


drew his sword, 





neighbor ; she prosecuted it from an equally arro- 


gant disregard of her own position and duties. She 
can properly be made to pay her conqueror’s ex- 
penses, and may also justly lose a part of her terri- 
tory; but ifthe Germans have forced from her a 
sum greater than their expenses, they have turned 
a war for national preservation into a money-mak- 
ing speculation unworthy of a great people. For 
money-making the war certainly is. Our war has 
been estimated to have cost us at the highest four 
thousand million dollars, or a thousand millions a 
year. Germany has been fighting only half a year, 
and can in any case carry on a war for not much 
more than half what it costs us to sustain armies of 
equal size. She has had the use of French roads and 
French territory, and will probably come out of the 
struggle with half her indemnity in her pocket after 
all expenses have been paid. But it will be money won 
at the price of reputation. It is reported that Eng- 
land has protested against the terms of peace, while 
all the other powers declined to interfere. If this is 
true, England has entitled herself to no little honor. 

To what a condition has the ambition of France 
brought her! She pays a thousand million dollars to 
her enemy, and her own expenses have been at least 
not less than half the sum demanded by the Ger- 
mans. The French will have a yearly payment of 
something like a hundred million dollars added to 
their former burdens. In 1869 the revenue of the 
Empire was about $405,000,000. This will have to be 
increased one-quarter to pay the new annual interest 
alone! To increase by one-quarter the drafts fion 
@ poor people, already hard pressed by the tax-gath- 
erer, and after a year of great hardship and loss, will 
be a task that would appal most statesmen. There 
will be a set-off in the economy a republic may be 
expected to exercise, but the increase cannot fall 
much short of eighty to one hundred million dollars 
@ year. 

These are rough guesses, but the real fact they 
cover is that France can no longer stand among the 
prosperous nations, but must stagger along by the 
side of debt-crushed Austria, all but bankrupt. The 
day of her arrogance to other nations is past. 
Let us hope that the day of her greatness may 
quickly dawn in a truer self-appreciation, a juster 
estimate of her neighbors. 

The people of Paris evinced in riot and murder 
their rage at their defeat and the expected appear- 
ance of the invader. Three or four men were 
murdered, and some of them under circumstances of 
persistent brutality almost unknown outside of 
France. By the capitulation of the city the Ger- 
mans obtained 602 field-pieces and 1,357 heavy can- 
non. It seems we made the prisoner account much 
too small last week. More than 903,000 have been 
captured, and more than a million living men placed 
hors de combat, by capture and flight to neutral 
ground. This givesan average of 5,000 capturesa: 
day ; and with the dead by battle and sickness the 
French have lost probably six to seven thousand 
men a day, incredible as it may seem. 

NaPoLeon’s plea that his governmept had 
never been legally abolished is no longer valid. 
The Assembly at Bordeaux has unanimously and 
with enthusiasm decreed the extinguishment of the 
empire, and stigmatized the ex-Emperor as the ori- 
gin of his country’s woes. The Assembly has also 
ratified the conditions of peace by a vote variously ’ 
reported at 496 to 107 and 546 to 107. 








AFTER five or six years’ contest, the Senate has 
concluded to waive the right of treating with the 
Indian tribes as independent sovereignties, and the 
Conference Committee have introduced a provision 
to that effect in the Indian Appropriation bill 
Previous treaties are of course to remain in force. 
The measure has not been acted upon, but it will 
undoubtedly pass. 








Iw the first year of President GRANT's administra- 
tion $97,134,783 of our debt were paid, and in the 
second year, ending March 1, 1871, the amount was 
$117,619,630. In spite of the fact that eighty mil- 
lions of annual taxes have been remitted, the pay- 
ment last month was $7,317,960. Other nations pre- 
pare for war by enforcing free military service; for s 
service where the yearly pay of a private amounts 
to but a few dollars, as in France and Germany, 
must be considered free. Our preparation consists i 








keeping free from debt, and the importance of the 
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principle is well illustrated by the terrible plight of 
France, which finds herself made almost bankrupt 
by expenses which would be far from a dangerous 
burden had she entered upon the war which has 
just finished without a debt. 





From Fort Totten, D. T., we receive the programme of 
the first performance, on the evening of February 2, at 
a new theatre just finished at that post: “The manager 
begs leave to respectfully announce to the inhabitants of 
Devil’s Lake that the above place of amusement will 
open for the winter season, during which will be pre- 
sented burlesques and negro melodies, comprising hu- 
mor, laughable anecdotes, irresistible drolleries, jovial 
jokes, funny conundrums, end queer sayings.” He 
further “ assures the public that there will be nothing 
said or done during the performances that will offend 
the most fastidious.” Mike Jones appears as manager, 
and Ed. Gillespig as'stage manager. Their announcement 
has a somewhat Satanic sound, but we trust they will 
prove sufficient masters of their art to soothe the en 
of even the inhabitants of Devil’s Lake. 





A CORRESPONDENT at Fort McHenry, Md., informs us 
that the hop given there on the evening of February 17 
was a brilliant success, notwithstanding that the inclem- 
ency of the weather prevented some of the civilian 
guests from being present. Through the kindness of 
the post surgeon, Dr. Simpson, the commodious wards 
of the hospital were given over to the dancers, and ap- 
propriately decorated for the occasion, while an elegant 
supper was set in an adjoining room. Too much credit 
cannot be given, our correspondent adds, to Lieutenants 
Dunwoody, Chapin, and Quinan, to whose well-directed 
exertions solely the garrison was indebted for the de- 
lightful affair. 








THE Senate passed the Indian Appropriatiot: biil, and 
also a bill which provides that all soldiers who were 
mustered into the service of the United States for three 
years between May 4 and July 22, 1861, and who were 
honorably discharged before serving two years by reason 
of disability contracted in the service are entitled to re- 
ceive $100 bounty. Mr. Wilson, who introduced the 
measure, explained that the aggregate of expense under 
the bill would be about $400,000, and it was designed to 
carry into effect a decision of ,the Supreme Court. 
It is said that the Conference Committee on the Ad- 
miral bill will not be able to agree. The Senate confer- 
rees are not willing to consent to un amendment reducing 
the number of rear-admirals and commodores as fast as 
vacancies occur. Senator Cragin says he thinks some 
reduction ought to be made, but prefers that] no 
action should be taken until next winter, when the 
Senate Naval Committee, of which he is chairman, will 
prepare a bill reorganizing the Navy, reducing the 
strength of the service, and lessening the number of 
high grades. 

The House has not passed the billrepealing the in- 
come tax, and probably will not this session, though 
Commissioner Pleasonton informed one of the members 
that if the repeal were not passed fifteen tons of blanks 
would have to be printed at once. Fernando Wood pro- 
posed a resolution repealing the duty on coal, which 
passed by a vote of 142 to 45. In discussing the Sundry 
Appropriation bill, the items for the expenses of the 
collection and payment of bounty prize-money, and other 
legitimate claims of colored soldiers and sailors—namely, 
for salaries of agents and clerks, rents of offices, fuel and 
lights, stationery and printing-office furniture, and re- 
pairs, mileage, and transportation of officers and agente, 
telegraphing and postage, amounting to $187,000, was 
reduced to $87,500. The bill passed after a great num- 
ber of iteme had been struck out, League island, for 
which $200,000 had been put down, being the only new 
work lucky enough to obtain anything. The fortifica- 
tion bill was passed. In answer to an objection of Mr. 
Farnsworth that coast fortifications were of little value 
against the modern weapons of attack, Mr. Niblack ex- 
plained that the Committee on Appropriations had cut 
down the estimates fifty per cent., but thought it best to 
keep up the condition of some of the more important 
works. In speaking of new sites, he said the Committee 
had thought it wise to purchase nine or ten new sites, 
though not for immediate use. One hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars was appropriated for this purpose, with 
the proviso thatno conjracts or obligations for future 
expenditure be incurred therefor. 

A bill having been introduced to carry out the Presi- 
dent’s recommendation in his annual message to provide 
for running a new boundary line from the Lake of the 
Woods to the Rocky Mountains, it was stated that 
$700,000 had already been spent in running this bound- 

ary line, and $300,000 more was needed. The bill went 
over a8 unfinished business, Mr. Dawes suggesting that 


it had better be deferred [until the High Commis- 
sion had concluded its labors. Mr. Dawes announced 
that the appropriations will be much larger this year 
than last, his estimate of the increase being $12,000,000. 
This increase arises from a bill recently passed giving 
bounties to the soldiers of the war of 1812 and their 
widows, which will take about $6,000,000, and from 
appropriations which it will be necessary to make for 
public buildings, no provision for them having been 
made last year except one, and in that case no money 
went out of the Treasury, as the conditions were not 
fulfilled. Besides these, there is a bill on the Speaker’s 
table increasing all pensions 20 per cent., and this will 
take, if it is passed, from $6,000,000 to $7,000,000 more. 

The Army Appropriation bill was passed with an 
amendment allowing pay to Southern Unionists for 
supplies furnished to the Northern.armies during the 
war. There was opposition to this amendment, and it 
was passed only by incorporating provisions guarding 
against payments to secessionists. Service in the North- 
ern Army or Navy is to be considered prima facie evi- 
dence of loyalty. Claims are to be subjected to the same 
examination Jas that now given {to claims from the 
Northern States, West Virginia, and Tennessee; that 
is, the examination will be made in the office of the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury, and the accounts will te 
subsequently revised by the Second Comptroller. With a 
strict interpretation of “loyalty,” the claims may not 
amount to more than $1,000,000; with a loose interpre- 
tation, $10,000,000. 

GENERAL HANCOCK has published in a pamphlet the 
correspondence between himself and the General of the 
Army and the President on the subject of his claims to 
higher military command. The correspondence opens 
with the telegraphic despatch sent by General Hancock 
from St. Louis April 13, 1870, asking that he might be 
retained at that station, if his rank would not entitle him 
to a division, and the changes in departments were such 
as to make it practicable. A telegram and a letter from 
General Sherman followin reply. In the letter it is 
stated that the President has otherwise ordered, and that 
the relations General Hancock chose to assume toward 
him officially and privately absolve him from regarding 
his personal preferences. To this General Hancock re- 
sponds that he did not intend to aska favor, but to 
claim a command to which he thought his rank entitled 
him. Appended to this is a brief explanation of the 
nature of the “relations” General Hancock “ chose to as- 
sume ” toward the President. 

Next follows a subsequent correspondence between 
Generals Sherman and Hancock, with the papers referred 
to therein. The first document is a letter from General 
Sherman advising General Hancock to disclaim all 
knowledge of and connection with an article in the New 
York World which was supposed to be based on informa- 
tion which leaked out from his headquarters. In answer 
the General encloses a telegraphic despatch from Sioux 
City, authorized by him, disclaiming any responsibility 
for the publications in the press This he followed with 
a long letter going over the whole subject of his differ- 
ence with the President in detail, and concluding with 
the statement that his objection to his present command 
was not to the country or the people to whom he was 
sent, but to the personal and official treatment complain- 
ed of against himself. Immediately follows a letter en- 
closing a correspondence between General Hancock and 
ex-Governor Flanders of Louisiana, in reference to the 
circumstances of a street meeting between General Han- 
cock and General Grant which as it was alleged indicated 
unfriendliness on the part of the former. General 
Sherman replied, stating that he had left the letters 
with the President, who to a question whether he 
should write anything specific from him. answered 
“No!” General Hancock responded, restating his case 
briefly, and expressing the opinion that as his explana- 
tions, “made in a very frank and exhaustive manner,” 
had failed to satisfy the President, he did not see how 
the discussion could be advanced to a happier end by 
prolonging it, and asking that the cerrespondence might 
be published. General Sherman replied that he had re- 
ferred the matter to the President, but could not him- 
self approve or advise any publication at all. Horace 
Porter follows with a letter giving the President’s 
assent to the desired publication, and assuring General 
Hancock that he (the President), in his official action to- 
ward him, had not been “influenced in the least from any 
motives of a personal nature.” In reply to General 
Sherman, General Hancock again restates his position at 
some length, and asks that the correspondence may be 
published entire. To the President’s secretary he sent 
a merely formal letter of acknowledgment. The corre- 
spondence closes with letters giving the final assent-of 
the President and General Sherman to the proposed pub- 
lication, which here follows. The points presented by 
General Hancock are; First, that the President in an 











arbitrary manner disregarded his wishes and the just 
claims of his rank in assigning him to duty; second, 
that the President and General Sherman®assumed to 
treat his correspondence, in regard to what he considered 
to be official injustice, merely as a question of personal 
controversy. We regret that the length at which these 
points are discussed makes it impossible for us to give 
the letters in full; and we are quite sure that this 
would not help to determine a controversy which is in 
its nature destined to intensify rather than reconcile an 
original difference of opinion. 








TuHE following is the text of the letters from the offi- 
cers of the Military Academy asking for a court of in- 


quiry: 
HEaDQuaaTsns UnitTep States Minitary AcADEMY, 
West Pornt, Febr.ary 9, 1871. 


To the Iuspector United States Military Academy. 


Sm: The Military Committee of the House of Representatives, 
in their report to that honorable body in reference to the 
expulsion from the Mili may 4 of Cadets bg seat 
and Flickinger by the first class, ha 
ow mye! = a, Magny = and the Lee pee bod Bang ‘Corps * 
ets wil vi ‘al to Yogo 0 
the offence committed by the yoy yo me 
to avoid a proper investigation and punishment of the of the ¢ 
of discipline and violation of the regulations Med by the 
class ;” having charged them with the as ¢ phe disregarded 
the following S guiation of the Academ: et’s resignation, 
if he be under age, = be accompanied — ms consent of his 
parent or guardian ;” having charged that %e "their conduct in ad- 
vising these cadets to resign, before any notice had been taken of 
or investigation ordered into the outrage of which thor had poh 
the victims, is censurable, their fail take prom 
the punishment of the offending class, by, arresting t culty en 
dets and preferring charges against them for a court-m 
official expression of a belief that the class were actuated by good 
motives in their unlawful action, and their continuance of the fi.st 
class on duty as cadet officers to enfurce line of 
Academy, amount, in the opinion of the committee, to a verbal 
sanction of the riotous proceedings of the class and an encour: 
ment of the repetition of the offence; ” having further ch 
the position thus assumed the officers is ‘cabeetaive to t iscl, 


ney of the Academy, and that the conduct of the officers shows a 
k of comprehension of the principles of a pline : 
The unde , the superintendent of the Military Academy 


and the commandant ofithe Corps of Cadets, availing themselves ot 
the rights granted by the 92d Article of War, respectfully demand 
that a court of inquiry be ordered ts investigate their conduct, 
with a view to being brought to trial by a general ovurt-martial, 
should there be found to be any facts to euseaiss the charges made 
against them by the Military C ittee. 

‘At the time the sub-committee was at West Point inv a ng 
the expulsion of the cadets named, all the facts connec 
their expulsion were in the possession of the Honorable Sec 
of War, the head of the Military Academy. pe ge ee any connec~ 
tion whatever with the unlawful act of the first class, it became 
the duty of the commandant of cadets to prefer charges against 
Cadets Baird, Barnes, and puaher for making false reports, or 
what is cummonly called ‘ 

As heey and truthfulless must be the basis of the character 
of every worthy and reliable officer, as all frauds, false musters, em- 
bezzlements, or misapplication of public funds can only be perpe- 
trated under the false certificate of an officer, the crime of official 
falsehood has always been regarded as one of the most serious in 
the military calendar, and has no less punishment than dismissal. 

Falsehood was the charge inst Lary be cadets. The honor- 
able committee state that “‘ Baird and ar freely admitted 
their offences; but from the ph a character of the 
boys they do ‘not believe them destitute of either manliness or in- 

As nearly all officers in the course of their lives hold tions of 
great pecuniary trust, the superintendent and commandant, in the 
interest of the Government, hold that the vice of lying is incom- 
patible with integrity, and that when a cadet is gui ty of the offence 
of falsehood the Government should be spared the expense of edu- 
cating him. The three cadets named admitted their guilt, and as 
had been often done before, they were in kindness to themselves 
and friends advised to resign, to avoid the disgrace inevitably at- 
tending a trial by court-martial. As the lem wee oF re for 
good order and military discipline, the undersigned feel —— 
that a false impression diligently cultivated prevails thro 
the country in regard to the discipline and subordination o; pene 
Corps of Cadets. This impression will be strengthened by the 
of the Military Committee. Censured without a trial, ed wi of 
all liberty of ape mgs in their official action, ch with the 
grave military offence of sanctioning riotous a 
— as officers wantonly assailed, ny ot agereved 

njust treatment they have received from th 
are therefore compelled to ask for a court bes ison ui 

They furthermore would respectfully request thet th> court be 
composed of officers of such eminent services and well-known in- 
tegrity as sball entitle their report to be reseived wi h respect, and 
= t way | be required to express an opinion as to whether in any 

e superintendent and commandant, in the exercise of a 
Giteotion always allowed commanding otficers, have neglected 
their duty, and whether, under their charge, the ee of the 
b>ttalion of cadets has degenerated, as compared with former 
years. 

The sub-Military Committee was at West Point less than twen 
four hours, and in session less than eight. Whatever may be d 
of the conduct of the first class, a thorough aveteun will show 
that their unlawful action was but a single f military dis- 
cipline, neither preceded nor followed by the slightest mark of in- 
subordination on their part. 

In their official connection with the affair the superintendent and 
commandant are ready to abide the consequences of their — 
official act, and desire at once to relieve the stigma cast upon 
reputation as officers; sors if guilty of a of duty, or Fcandant 
versive of good order and military a to receive the 
a punishment due to so grave an offence 
e pave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
HER, 
Colonel” First Infantry, Brevet Brigader-General, Superintendent 
Military Academy. 


E. Upton, 
Lieutenant-Colonel First Artillery, Brevet Major-General U. 8. 
Army, Commandant of Cadets, 





In answer to the inquiry of a correspondent, we would 
state that Mitchell & Sons, London, are the principal 
military publishers and booksellers in England. 











LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER Farquhar, commanding 
the Kansas, reports to the Department, off Minatitlan, 
Mexico, that on the evening of February 1 two distinct 
shocks of earthquake, lastiug about fifteen seconds, were 
felt in that vicinity. A wave about a foot in hei min MD 
mediately followe The sensation on board 
was as if the vessel was tno a rocks. An orep 
tion of Detorizaba has been expected for some days. 
far as ascertained, there has been on Gomasanr property 
or loss of life. 


UNDER the late act of a fan determining the 

claims of the State of Kansas growing out of the raid of 

General Sterling Price, the tary of War has ap- 
inted Colonel James A. Hardie, Major Judson D. a 
and Paymaster T. H. Stanton, commissioners to 

dit the claims in that State. The poate 

sion will soon assemble at Fort Leavenworth, 
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VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.—No. VIL 
THE LESSONS OF THE DECADE. 
BY A VOLUNTEER CAVALREYMAN. 
according to act of in the year 1871, by W. 
oes gecomling Se Sesct the Libeezinn of Congress ob Wash- 


SHOES—SADDLES—BRIDLES. 

Wrrn regard to shoeing, one thing is to be said, and 
only one thing. As long as it is not made the rigid 
rule, never to be disregarded, for every man to carry a 
full set of spare shoes for his horse, with the complement 
of nails, in the pouches of his saddle, so long there will 
be constant trouble. General orders are always recom- 
mending it; but I never yet saw such an order fully 
obeyed. As to the form of shoes, I should decidedly re- 
commend plain flat fore shoes for summer, with low heel 
corks on the hind shoes, These enable a horse to stop 
short with much more ease, if suddenly pulled up. In 
the winter, both toe and heel corks on all the shoes should 
be used in slippery ice countries, such as Canada. In 
mud countries they are not necessary. But, as our next 
war of any magnitude will probably be in the north 
our horses will have to be roughed with toe and heel- 
corks for winter campaigning. 

Saddling is a different matter. On good saddling and 
packing depends all the efficiency of a cavalry force. 
Your men may be well armed, splendid swordsmen, and 
dead shots; their horses may start on the campaign full 
of life and vigor; but, if the saddling and packing are 
bad, sore backs will soon dismount all your cavalry, and 
render them useless. 

During the Crimean war Captain George B. McClellan 
was sent to Europe to inspect and report on cavalry and 
infantry weapons, ‘accoutrements, and organization. It 
is a significant fact that that excellent organizer could 
find nothing in all Europe, after due examination, 
worthy to compare, as a cavalry saddle, with our own 
Mexican or Texan tree. 

The McClellan saddle, which is a modification thereof, 
is far better than any in use in Europe. This Mexican 
saddletree is the fruit of the experience of centuries. It 
is the offspring of the Turkish and Arab saddle, very 
slightly modified. It came into use among the people in 
whose country the horse took his rise, and it is, in all its 
modifications, a miracle of comfort and security to the 
rider. The only objection to it is its weight—a defect 
by no means remedied in the McClellan saddle. 

There is far too much toggery on this saddle. The 
flaps, the sweat-leathers, the saddle-bags, are all useless 
dead weight. As for the saddle-bags, they are about 
as useless and foolish an appendage as I ever saw. 
Again and again have I seen them thrown away by men 
whose practical experience had taught them; and the 
whole reason is that they are too small to hold anything. 
Take them away and give two light simple canvas 
bags of twice or three times their size, and you give a 
man somewhere to put his food. The prime trouble 
with all military saddles is the want of room for pro- 
visions and forage, whereas that is all they ought to be 
made to carry. 

A man wants no overcoat in summer campaigns. By 
universal consent it is thrown away before many days 
out, at the risk of wanting another. I never knew this 
to fail. All the weight a man carries besides rations 
and forage is himself and arms, one blanket, a piece of 
shelter tent or poncho, a shirt, drawers, and socks, a 
towel, comb, and piece of soap. The sleeping blanket 
and tent are put under the saddle by all old soldiers, 
and prevent sore backs instead of making them. But 
forage and food form the weight. As it stands, the men 
carry them the best way they know how. . All the Gov- 
ernment gives them is one haversack. This ought to be 
changed. Two good-sized canvas saddle-bags, with a 
girth in connection, would hold eight or ten days’ pro- 
visions with ease. The girth would keep them down to 
the horses’ sides, and save horse and rider from the flap- 
ping of his present load. Moreover, a cavalry soldier on 
his first day’s march would no longer resemble a trussed 
turkey, incapable of motion, and could mount and dis- 
mount as easily as he does now with “ light saddles.” 

The bare McClellan tree is quite light and conve- 
nient. It’s the leathern toggery that weighs it down. 
The same bare tree is immensely improved in appear- 
ance by s brass rim on pommel and cantle. This also 
preserves the edge of the cover from wearing out. A 
McClellan saddle always goes first at the edge of the 
cantle, and, once the rawhide cover is gone, the saddle 
soon racks to pieces. The Texan saddle, which strongly 
resembles the Mexican, would be better than the McClel- 
lan for troops. There areno buckles anywhere upon it. 
Instead of straps, leathern thongs are used to tie things 
to pommel and cantle. The broad, flat horn in front is 

quite a convenience for many purposes, especially to go 
to sleep on in long night marches. The girth fastens with 
two rings and a long strap between, being secured with 
an easy slip-knot. , 


But the Mexican form of girth has one disadvantage. 
Starting from a triangle of leather, which embraces pom- 
mel and cantle, it has a tendency to press on the ends 
of the saddle and produce sore back. If, instead of 
this, a surcingle were used, passing over the middle of 
the saddle, tut fastening like the girth with the two 
rings, it would be far preferable. The ring fastening has 
this great advantage : You can girth any horse with it, 
no matter how he swells out. He cannot resist. Every 
turn of the strap through the rings doubles your strength 
like a pulley. The surcingle is far preferable to the 
girth as a mode of securing asaddle. Itisso used by 
the Guachos all over South America. 

One thing about the McClelian saddle as issued is 
radically bad. It has no breast-strap, and it has a crup- 
per. This ought to be reversed. It may do with 
mules, who have no withers ; but in nine horses out of 
ten, outside of Indian ponies, the fault lies the other 
way. 

In active service the men universally threw away their 
cruppers in our war, and many who had slim-bellied 
horses were forced to buy breast-straps, by hook or by 
crook. Many used their surcingles for the purpose, but 
had to give it up. A breast-strap to a cavalry horse is 
almost an indispensable necessity. In ascending hills 
his load is almost sure to slip back, and much bothera- 
tion ensues.- With a breast-strap, the girth can be loos- 
ened and the horse much eased. Care must be taken to 
avoid losing the blankets in this case. More than fifty 
times I have seen the saddle blanket under a carelessly 
put-on saddle slide slowly back, till it gently dropped 
over the croup, the rider being quite unconscious of his 
loss till warned of it by others. This is most apt to oc- 
cur with slim-bellied horses. The blanket should be se- 
cured to the saddle in such cases. 

The stirrups of the McClellan saddle are good and 
bad. They have good points, but sadly need improve- 
ment. The intention of the hood is excellent. It is to 
keep the foot from slipping through the stirrup, as well 
as to protect it from’ bushes, etc. In practice a nian is 
very apt to get his foot stuck fast between the stirrup 
and the hood, and to find it worse than the open one for 
that reason. This part of the objection is easily reme- 
died. A broad strap of leather, nailed across the inter- 
val from the bottom of the stirrup to the bottom of the 
hood, at once removes all the inconvenience. It ought 
certainly to be done in future in all cases. 

The second objection is much more serious. It lies in 
the material of the stirrup-wood. Wood exposed to rain, 
wind, and weather, soon rots. Especially around rusty 
iron bolts does it become unsound. Twice has it hap- 
pened to myself to have a wooden stirrup break down 
under me, once causing me a heavy fall; and I have 
seen the same thing happen to others so often that I at 
one time took a prejudice against it and used the open 
iron stirrup as safer. But there is no denying that the 
open iron stirrup gives nothing like so firm a seat as the 
hooded wooden one. The necessity of pressing upon it 
in order to keep your feet from slipping forward deranges 
the seat ; whereas in the hooded stirrup the foot hangs as 
easily as when riding bareback. 
I have come to the conclusion that a light iron stirrup 
hooded is better than either, and the wonder is that it 
has not been issued. It would be cheaper in the end, as 
it would last. 


The McClellan saddle is a very poor one as far as last- 
ing goes. Two years knocks all the glory out of it, and 
there are so many useless little bits of toggery about it, 
which are constantly getting lost or broken, that it isa 
wonder it has held its ground so long. But, as in the 
case of Colt’s revolver, a single excellence has counter- 
balanced its many defects. It is comfortable to ride in, 
and if it fits the horse any way near, it never gives sore 
back. 

Take it all in all, it is the best military saddle yet in 
use. The Texan is still better in its way; but still, 
strip the McClellan saddle to the bare tree, use a leathern 
surcingle with a ring and strap girth and a breast strap, 
throw a pair of useful saddle-bags across the seat, and 
girth them a little in rear of the saddle girth, and you 
have as good a cavalry saddle as a man need wish for. 
Put a long grain bag behind, and all is complete. 

With regard to bridling, the first thing that suggests 
itself is*this, that all our military bits are far too heavy, 
as also the head gear in general. There is a bridle in 
use in Buenos Ayres for mounted troops that is excellent 
in this connection. There is no halter. Instead of this, 
a leathern collar is used, which goes just back of the 
ears. The French Chasseurs d’Afrique, the best cavalry 
of their country, use the same collar instead of a halter. 
No horse can slip out of it, it fits so close, though not 
tight. ‘To the sides of the collar the cheek-pieces of the 
bridle hook in twé little rings made for the purpose. 

This bridle is wonderfully light and strong, and by 


- 





far the simplest we have ever seen. Simplicity is a great 





recommendation for military purposes. It saves time 
in bridling, a great object on picket duty especially, to 
give the horses as much time to rest and feed as possi- 
ble, without danger of a surprise finding you unready. 

The bits of Mexicans, Guachos, Turks, and Arabs are 
alike savage things. Our military bits follow them too 
much. The lighter a bit, the better. A thin wire 
snaffle mouthpiece, quite straight, with two’ long but 
very light curb branches annexed to it, is the best bit I 
know of for military rough riding. It very much re- 
sembles the Pelham bit. The reins should be single, 
and transferable to either snaffle or curb to suit mouths. 

As regards appearance, I am decidedly of the opinion 
that all metal work, buckles, curb branches, etc., intend- 
ed for show, should be of brass, not steel. The diffi- 
culty of keeping steel clean in the field is almost incon- 
ceivable. At the end of the war, our cavalry, with their 
steel scabbards, blued carbines and pistols, presented the 
appearance of a pack of ill-clad bushwhackers, with 
dirty weapons and dingy saddle trappings, impossible to 
make smart. 








CHRONICLE OF THE WAR. 


JANUARY. 


13. AccorpING to a Paris paper, the bombardment from 
January 5 to 13 injured 237 private houses, besides numer- 
ous public buildings, killed 51, and wounded 180 persons. 

13-14. Sorties during the night from Paris against the 
Prussian guards at Le Bourget and Drancy, the Eleventh 
corps at Meudon, andthe Second Bavarian corps at Cla- 
mart, which were everywhere repulsed, the French in some 
parts of the line retreating in disorder. Forts Issy, Van- 
vrea, and Montrouge almost entirely silenced. The bom- 
bardment of the forts and the city continues steadily. 

14. A division of General Chanzy’s army attacked by the 
Germans at Bernay, twelve miles northwest of Le Mans, 
toward Laval. The attack was energetic, and the French 
gave way at once, retreating toward Laval, and leaving 400 
prisoners in German hands. The large camp at Conlie oc- 
cupied after a few shots, great quantities of arms, munitions, 
and provisions being captured. Beaumont is occupied, end 
1,000 prisoners are taken. 

15. A French force proceeding by railway from Cher- 
bourg to the reinforcement of Chanzy’s troops at Alencon 
was compelled to return, the railway having been cut. 

Telegram from the King, January 16 : 


General von Werder was attacked yesterday by Bourbaki 
with four corps in his position at Montbeliard and Chagey, 
before Belfort, and in a six-hour battle repulsed all attackr, 
so that*the enemy nowhere broke through his lines. Loss 
only 300 to 400 men. Chiefly artillery battle. 

At Le Mans the number of the captured has risen tu 20,- 
000 during the retreat of the enemy northward toward Alen- 
con, and westward toward Laval; also war materials and 
stores still captured, as well as 4 locomotives and 400 wagons. 

WILLIAM. 

General Bourbaki, after making a feint upon Vesoul, 
turned suddenly toward Belfort; and General von Werder, 
learning this, evacuated Vesoul, in order to post himself be- 
fore Belfort. Onthe march thither he encountered a part of 
the French forces at Villersexe], and, gaining a success, con- 
tinued his way without further opposition. He took up a 
position six miles southwest of Belfort, at Chagey and Mont- 
beliard, where the above battle was fought. 

16. New attacks of Bourbaki upon Von Werder are re- 
pulsed. 

Two thousand more prisoners are made at Vaiges in the 
pursuit of that part of General Chanzy’s army which is re- 
treating upon Laval. Alencon is occupied by the Germans 
after light fighting. 

The French unmask new batteries on the south front of 
Paris; but their fire is silenced the same day. 

17. A German battery at Clamart has been advanced 
1,500 paces in front of the previous line. It is now 7,400 
metres from Notre Dame, and the Germans hope to bombard 
from it the whole of southern Paris as fir as the Seine. 

During the previous night General Keller seizes Chenebrier 
and Frahier, four and five miles north of Belfort, taking 400 
prisoners. Early in the day Bourbaki renewed his attack upon 
the German position at Chagey, and’at noon upon Bethon- 
court ; and in the afternoon Frahier was attacked; all at- 
tacks were repulsed. Losses of the Germans in the three 
days, about 1,200 killed and wounded. Von Werder had 
strengthened his intrenchments with heavy guns. 

18. General Bourbaki, unable to make an impression upon 
Von Werder’s lines, is reported by the Germans to have be- 
gun a retreat. His own account of his operations is as fol- 
lows : 

‘*T ordered to-day (18th) a general attack on the enemy 
from Montbeliard to Montvaudois, endeavoring at the same 
time to cross the Lisameat, Liettencourt, Busserel, and Heri- 
court, and to capture St. Valbert. «I also gave orders that 
the left wing should try to turn the enemy, in order to facili- 
tate the operation ; bu‘ the troops which were destined to 
make this movement were threatened by an attack on their 
flanks, and they were obliged to maintain their positions. 
We had to contend against considerable forces of the enemy 
supported by formidable artillery, and reinforced from all 
sides. The enemy, in consequence of these favorable condi- 
tions, the strength of the position he occupied, and the in- 
trenchments he had erected, was able to resist all our efforts, 
- but suffered serious losses. 

“The attack we made on the 15th was renewed on the 
16th and 17th, andif it has not produced the desired effects 
we expected therefrom, in spite of the courage displayed by 
the troops, it hasinspired our enemy with respect, and he has 
deemed it prudent to remain on the defensive. 

‘* The weather isso bad that it renders difficult any forward 
movement. . 

**T have decided to return to-morrow to the positions we 
occupied before the battle.’’ 

Despatch from the King : 


Bourbaki has, after three days’ battle, withdrawn himself 
from Werder’s heroic defence. Werder deserves the highest 
appreciation, and his brave troops. WILiiax. 

Advanced detachments of the French Army of the North 
deféated at Beauvais and thrown back on St. Quentin; 1 
gan and 500 prisoners taken. 

King William of Prussia is proclaimed Emperor of Ger- 
many in the Salle des Giaces, in the palace of the French 
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kings, and in the presence of all the German princes under 
the standards of the army before Paris, and surrounded by 
the representatives of the different regiments. 

Proclamation of the King of Prussia tothe German people : 

‘“‘We, William, by God’s grace King of Prussia, hereby 
announce that the German princes and free towns having 
addressed to us a unanimous call to renew and undertake, 
with the re-establishment of the German Empire, the dignity 
of Emperor, which now for sixty years has been in abeyance— 
and the requisite provisions having been inserted in the 
Constitution of the German Confederation—we regard it as a 
duty we owe to the entire fatherland to comply with this call 
of the united German princes and free towns, and to accept 
the dignity of Emperor. 

‘* Accordingly, we and our successors to the crown ot 
Prussia henceforth shall use the imperial title in all our re- 
lations and affairs of the German Empire; and we hope to 
God that it may be vouchsafed to the German nation to lead 
the fatherland on to a blessed future, under the auspicgs of 
its ancient splendor. We undertake the imperial dignity, 
conscious of the duty to protect with German loyalty the 
rights of the empire and its members, to preserve peace, to 
maintain the independence of Germany, and to strengthen 
the power of the people. We accept it in the hope that it 
will be granted to the German people to enjoy in lasting 
peace the reward of itsarduous and heroic struggles, within 
boundaries which will give to the fatherland that security 
against renewed French attacks which it has lacked for cen- 
turies. May God grant to us and our successors to the im- 
perial crown that we may be the defenders of the German 
Empire at all times, not in martial conquests, but in-works of 
peace, in the sphere of national prosperity, freedom, and civ- 
ilization.”? ‘ 

19. Sortie in force from Paris, the French advancing from 
Mont Valerien, and also on the north. They took Montre- 
tout, but lost it in the evening. This sortie is undertaken in 
obedience to the wish of the people of Paris, who have ex- 
pressed great dissatisfaction with the conduct of affairs. Troops 
of the line, Gardes Mobiles, and Gardes Nationales fight for 
the first time side by side; but, though 100,000 men are in 
line, and some successes are had at first, the operations are 
feebly conducted, and no permanent advantage is gained. 
German losses in this sortie were 39 officers, 616 men. The 
German Officials estimate the French loss at 6,000, since more 
than 1,000 dead had been found on the field. Ihe French 
report their strength at 100,000. 

The Emperor telegraphs : ; 

I have just returned from a sortie fight, which was heavy 
in cannonade, but without any result. WILLIAM. 

Again on the 20th: 

General von Goeben occupied St. Quentin yesterday even- 
ing, after the storm of the railway station by the division of 
Prince Albert the son, ard one brigade of the Eighth corps, 
and is following the enemy toward the north and east to- 
day. 

Here all is still so far, 2 o’clock; the troops, however, 
stand in position on both sides. WILLIAM. 


Second despatch of the Emperor January 20: 


General von Goeben yesterday again beat the enemy be- 
fore St. Quentin, drove him into the city, and will pursue him 
to-day. Thus all three armies for the relief of Paris have 
been beaten. Yesterday's sortie was strong in troops, with. 
out result; but the enemy still remains outside Paris on the 
level ground of. Mont Valerien, and will certainiy attack 
again to-day. WILLIAM. 


General von Goeben, commanding the army operating in 
the north, telegraphs : 


‘* Army of the North (French) beaten in a seven-hour bat- 
tle before St. Quentin. So far 4,000 unwounded prisoners 
and 2 guns. German loss, 94 officers and 3,000 men.”’ 

Lhe following is the official freport of General Faidherbe 
of the battle of St. Quentin : ‘ 


Sir: I have the honor to forward you a short report of 
the battle of St. Quentin. 

Comprehending the necessity of advancing in order to as- 
sist the sortie of the Army of Paris, I proceeded on the 16th 
instant toward the southeast, in order to turn the army 
which was opposed to me, and to threaten the line of La 
Fere, Chauncy, Noyon, and Compiegne. I was sure I should 
draw upon myself a crushing force, but there are circum- 
stances in which it is duty to sacrifice oneself. 

It was before St. Quentin that I threw myself against the 
main body of the Prussian troops coming from Rheims, 
Lahn, La Fere, Ham, Peronne, Paris, Amiens, and Nor= 
mandy. 

As [informed you in ffly telegram of the 20th January, 
the Army of the North, which had given proofs of great 
brgvery, completely maintained its positions, which were 
very good, until the evening; but then the continual ar- 
rival of fresh troops to the enemy, and the exhausted state of 
ourtroops, rendered it necessary that the order to retreat 
upon Carbrai should be given. The corps of General Le- 
comte was ordered to take the road by Cateau, that of Gen- 
eral Paulze d’Ivoy that by Castelet; while I, with the cav- 
_ took an intermediate road, which passes by Monbre- 
chain. 

The heads of two Prussian columns then entered St. Quen- 
tin, one by the La Fere road, and the other by the Paris 
road. 

The enemyzgommenced to collect, first, the wounded; sec- 
ond, the large number of men who, under different pretexts, 
had remained in the town instead of being in their places in the 
battle ; third, all those unfortunate men who, worn out by 
fatigue and suffering from hunger; after four days of forced 
marches and two days of fighting, were unable to effect are- 
treat of eleven leagues through the mud on a cold dark 
night; fourth, finally, some of those brave soldiers who 
sacrificed themselves in the rear-guard to cover the retreat. 
Thiet is the extent of their trophies. They made no prisoners 
on the field of battle; and we have brought back intact our 
twelve batteries of division and our three batteries of reserve. 
Our four divisions being reduced by six weeks of operation 
and fighting to 6,000 or 7,000 men each, we had but little more 
than 25,000 combatants at the battle of St. Quentin. The 
First German army, having been reinforced by eeveral corps, 
way be estimated as double the strength of our forces. Not- 
withstanding this reverse, I hope that the Army of the North 
will be able to prove in a few days that it is not yet reduced 
to powerlessness. FAIDHERBE. 


Tours occupied without resistance. The bombardment of 
Longwy commences. 

20. General Trochu sends Count d’Herisen to ask a forty- 
eight hours’ truce in order to bury the dead, butis answered 
that the commanders of outposts have the usual orders to 


permit the removal of the wounded by both combatants, and 


that a truce cannot be granted without a written applica- 
tion. ‘ 

The failure of the sortie is a severe blow to the population 
of Paris, which is so much discouraged and disappointed that 
fears are entertained of an outbreak. 

The Emperor telegraphs January 21 : 

The enemy entirely withdrewto Paris yesterday morning. 
In front of St. Cloud 15 officers and 250 men were captured. 
At St. Quentin the number of unwounded prisoners counts up 
9,000, more than” 2,000 wounded ,in the city, exclusive of 
those in the neighborhood and the dead, so that there is cer- 
tainly to be counted aloss of 15,000 men. ‘The enemy has 
withdrawn to Valenciennes and Douai, and occupies Cambrai 
again. WILLIAM. 


During the night of this day the intrenched woods of 
Taillis and Bailly, 3,000 to 4,000 paces southeast from Bel- 
fort, and the village of Perouse, 2,500 paces from the forti- 
fications, are taken,by the Germans. Four new batteries open 
at Danjoutin, principally against the castle. 

In St. Quentin Von Goeben found 2,000 French wounded, 
besides which the number of unwounded prisoners had in- 
creased to 7,000; 6 guns were taken. The French army is 
reported to be in great disorder. 

21, The whole of the siege train from Mezieres, 75 heavy 
guns in all, having arrived at Gonesse, is mounted in bat- 
teries north of Paris, and fire is opened upon St. Denis to- 
day. 

Dole occupied by the Germans after light engagements. 

22. The fire upon St. Denis has caused several conflagra- 
tions, and the forts are silenced. Fires also noticed in Paris. 

The railroad bridge over the Moselle between Nancy 
and Toul is destroyed by a band of Francs-tireurs. A fine of 
ten million francs is imposed upon Nancy and the surround. 
ing districts for the destruction of the bridge. 

During the previous night trenches in the live of Dan- 
joutinto Perouse opened without loss; it leads}to the Perches, 
a height 1,500 paces from the southeast face of Belfort. 

23. The Germans lose the first flag taken from them in the 
war; the standard-bearer of the Second battalion, Sixty-first 
regiment, being shot in a night encounter in the woods near 
Dijon. 

25. Longwy capitulates after nine days’ bombardment; 
4,000 prisoners, and 200 guns taken. 

26. Bourbaki’s army withdrawing toward Besancon. His 
losses are put at 10,000 at least, and he is followed in his re- 
treat by some corps of the German Army of the South, while 
Manteuffel’s troops have cut his communications by occupy- 
ing St. Vit, Quingey, and Mouchard (railroad junction), towns 
which are seven to twenty-five miles southwest of Besancon. 

27. Fire ceases on both sides at Paris from midnight on, 
in accordance with orders from headquarters. 








A WAIL FROM THE PLAINS. 


Nort exactly a wail from the Plains, but a dozen plain- 
tive appeals, a sustained melody of lamentations, have 
come to us. Note after note has poured in quick succes- 
sion into our office; loud and deep bass notes of indig- 
nation, shrill notes of despair, falsetto notes of innuendo, 
have tumbled over one another in admired disorder upon 
our table, each declaring a new form of hardship and 
distress. These notes or letters have all come from 
isolated posts in the Territories or border States, with a 
single exception, which we shall mention. 

The first communication, from Colorado Territory, is 
upon a subject near to every heart—the matter of food. 
The writer comes directly to the point by giving the ex- 
ceedingly simple bill of fare of the post, and no appeal 
could be more eloquent. Read: “ The fare of this com- 
pany consists of coffee twice a day, one-eighth pound of 
beef, and a poor quality of soup for dinner ; three ounces 
of bread daily. ‘Square meals’ only once a year—at 
Christmas.” He contrasts this with what they ought to 
have—the actual with the seeming. ‘The Government 
provides bountifully for its soldiers by paragraph 1190, 
which reads: ‘A ration shall be composed of twelve 
ounces of bacon or one pound and four ounces of fresh 
beef, a corresponding proportion of soft bread or flour, 
beans or peas, rice or hominy, coffee or tea, sugar, vines 
gar, molasses, and, when practicable, potatoes.’’ 

Now, with the exception of the slim diet mentioned 
above, viz., beef, coffee, bread, and slimy soup, these 
luxuries are, we are assured, practically unknown to the 
soldiers of that company, who are deliberately robbed of 
their just due to the extent of nine-tenths of their ration 
of beef, and all of their “ beans or peas, rice or hominy, 
vinegar, molasses, and, when practicable, potatoes.” 
It is evident that the larder at Fort ——, Colorado 
Territory, should be looked into. Another writer from 
the same post, under a different date, goes further to 
convince us that the bill of fare is not modelled after the 
taste of Epicurus; but we need not quote him at present. 
Both writers suggest most illogically that such bad fare 
is a sufficient incentive, if not an excuse, for desertion. 

The inner man being disposed of, we come next to a 
discussion of the outer man, by somebody at Fort Snel- 
ling, Minnesota, who, referring to the fact that by a late 
order from the War Department soldiers are allowed but 
$171 for clothing for five years, declares that so meagre 
an allowance is very discouraging to soldiers who take 
any pride in keeping up a respectable soldierly appear- 
ance. He insinuates that the soldiers are forced to use 
part of their pay to assist in keeping up appearances, 
else they would lapse into the condition of Sir John Fal- 
staff's tatterdemalion recruits. “In my opinion,” says 
the writer, “ there never was an order issued which will 
so deplete the Army as this, and that too of the best 
men,” a remark which we think will startle the heads of 
the War Department; but the writer speaks with the 
energy of a man “ out at the elbows.” 

Sergeant W., Fort Reynolds, C, T., has a word to ob 
about desertion, and about the cavalry as com wi 
infantry, and also about the painfully simple diet at that 
pest. He wishes to correct the idea imparted by “ Fan- 
dango” in a recent communication to the wh poe that 
the cavalryman undergoes more fatigue and hard labor 
than the infan He wishes Mr. Fandango to 








tell him if the infantry have not built quarters for 


cavalry out of adobe, and says he can give a list of over 
200 posts built by infan which the cavalry now 
occupy. He contends that the ca’ have no cause or 
pretext for desertion; that it is their own fault if they 
do ae enjo thomartxes. - weet makes paid ye 
man desert? It is whiskey! He 
drunk, and rides off with sir hens ine perhaps several 
others, and sells and barters the property of the Govern- 
ment,” being aided in his escape by a fleet horse. But 
the poor intan’ an has to trust to his legs for escape, 
with a chance of being captured by the cavalry—a chance 
amounting almost to certainty; for it seems the cavalry 
are not very generous tow the infantry who build 
houses for them. ‘“ Cavalry desert for profit,” says Ser- 
eant W.; “infantry desert becausejthe term of service 
is now five years, instead of three; also because of hard 
labor, hard fare, cruel treatment, and homesickness.” 
In conclusion, Sergeant W. declares that desertions and 
intemperance would cease if the pay were raised, mili-. 
tary duty done, instead of laboring to build houses and 
provide for the comfort of the cavalry and cultivating 
the land, and the term of service reduced to three years. 

“‘ There is no one subjected to somuch inconvenience as 
a sergeant of the United States Army at guard mounting, 
inspection, and muster,” says Sergeant J. W., who 
complains bitterly at the useless load he has to carry 
about with him. With his cartridge box, cross-belts, bay- 
onet and scabbard, and a long sword, besides his gun, 
he is as lumbered up and harassed as a perambulating 
tin-peddler. 

Moreover, the gun on his shoulder damages the scale 
beyond recognition, while the bayonet is scratched and 
nicked on the hilt of the sword, and the sword in turn by 
the bayonet; and the sight of all this wanton destruction 
going on about him grinds his soul. - 

When he is to be decked out in full paraphernalia of 
war, he has to get some one to help dress him ; and after 
adjusting his cross-belts and waistband and all his har- 
ness, he looks, with his war-hat, like a Chinese man- 
darin. 

Sergeant J. W. wants to know if the Committee on 
Military Affairs would not do better if they considered 
the comfort of soldiers on the Plains, abolishing swords, 
cross-belts, scales, and war-hats, instead of reducing the 
pay and lengthening the time of service to five years. 

Anothor writer speaks in most lugubrious terms of the 
new artillery jackets, which metamorphose the hero into a 
hunchback in the rear, and in front a nondescript such 
as would startle and overcome the equanimity of Bar- 
num. But this letter must be left for another time. 

We cannot close this melancholy record more happil: 
than by a quotation from “G. G.,” Camp Cady, Cali- 
fornia, who makes a suggestion for the consideration of 
the public and the directing powers: “I beg to offer 
to their notice the propriety of so amending arr 
13, section 5, of General Regulations as to give 
the soldier who deposits money with a paymaster 
some rate of interest on the capital thus loaned to 
the Government, either by converting the sums loaned 
into bonds, by a definite percentage, or by any mode 
found more convenient or proper by the financial mind 
of the executive. It seems only justice that some rate of 
interest should be accorded to the soldier for these long- 
term deposits in favor of the Government. The system 
has been found highly beneficial and popular in Euro- 
pean armies, and it would be equally so in ours.” 


One correspondent endeavors to relieve the too prosaic 
character of his griefs by giving them expression in 


poetry. 


“*T say, Billy, give us a smoke.” 

Twas a rough, stalwart, generous fellow who spoke, 
With heavy mustache, a sort of devil. 
One of those sort of men who’d go anyw 
Who'd share half his pay with a bunky or chum, 
The first in a fight, the on @ bum. 
“Go ahead, Jack ”—handing the pipe—‘ I’m through.” 
There was a very great contrast in build of the two. 
Bill, quiet in manners, unused to any 2 ways; 

In fact, one of the many who’ve seen better days, 

With very fir hair, eyes decidedly blue— 

Yes, a very marked contrast there was in the two. 


A sort of attachment had sprung up ’tween the men, 
I can’t say exactly why it was, how or when. 

To proceed with my yarn: 

‘* Bill, have yer made down the bed ? 

Cos I’m awtully tired, and very near dead” 

(Impulsively striking the bunk with his fist). 

*- Bill, what a d—— fool I was to ag ‘ 
“Well, it’s no use your growling, it makes matters worse,” 
Jack only ye with. a forcible curse ; 

“You ain’t fixed, Bill, as lam; Ido more’n share ; 
You ’ve got a soft thing, and of course you don’t care. 

i comets ve Soe and I’m willing to t— 
Not to whack ernment mules and stay out half the night. 
I’ve soger’d for years, fit during the war, 

But I never did see sich fatiguing before. 


A fifth day on with just 
Sometimes Pa hetatiod to drive = 

‘Which if yer aint keerful, or the mules rather green 
You ’re apt to upset, and the Lord only knows, 

If yer don’t get a tumble, ye’re nearly half froze. 
Then yer unhitch the mules, feed, and water ’em too, 
And it’s hard to say which eats the most of the two. 
Yer dinner is cold, the soup ’s all played out, 

And at fatigue call you ’ve again to turn out. 


“ Then, Billy, see they ’ve cut the stamps down 
That ’s allowed for the clothin’ ; a new plan they ’ye 
It may be all very well, tho’ it does n’t look nice | 
To cut down the ape poms meeps 
If a greeny enlists ws & rig,of clothes, 
It ll take near bree rhea suppose 


found, 


those w 

> "s all 

We know more 

Nowwhatd’yer . . . . . 

“No loud talking up there,” roars out Sergeant Schnapps 
is sounding 


4, 1871. 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


‘‘Honorary’’ Starr Arpointwgnts.—The recent well- 
timed General Orders from headquarters First division rela- 
tive to the appointment of ‘‘ honorary’? staff officers have 
stirred up against the efficient major-general of the division 
a few regimental commandants, whose peculiar tastes and 
ideas have led them to believe that a large retinue of officers 
in their rear is something their high dignity and personal 
splendor absolutely require. These commanders, it is 
charitable to infer, are well aware of the justice of such an 
order, and the illegality of their proceedings ; still its source 
and spirit do not apparently meet their approbation, and 
they have therefore endeavored to meet it and justify their 
actions by appealing to the Code, and adding to the staff of 
the Commander-in-Chief, which at the present time is more 
than filled. One of the most remarkable facts in 
regard to this matter is that none of these regimental com- 
manders seem to have thought before of appealing to the 
Military Code for authority for these appointments, pre- 
ferring to confer their favors, if so they may be called, on 
any of their friends—military knowledge, asa rule, being 
the least essential qualification. After Colonel Fisk of the 
Ninth had established the precedent in this matter, staff 
officers in other regiments began to increase rapidly, until 
the major-general, after a long correspond ,4d d it his 
duty and right to interfere and check the growing evil. In 
what he has done he has the entire approval of Adjutant- 
General Townsend. General Shaler’s orders for the imme~- 
diate suppression of the evil all good officers will readily 
obey. We have always favored a military staff of the requi- 
site size, and have inclined toward a large staff; still we do 
now and shall always oppose illegal methods or appoiutments 
made without the law. These ‘‘honorary”’ offices are 
an absurdity. What the National Guard want is an active, 
competent staff, not a crowd of handsome young men, 

gorgeous in blue and bullion, cartouch boxes and epaulettes, 
whose sole duty is to ride after the colonel, and whose au- 
thority is rething. It is a derogation of the dignity of 
actually commissioned officers that the badge of military 
authority should be worn without the right to exercise au- 
thority. Once this practice of conferring ‘‘ honorary ”’ staff 
appointments is allowed to grow and extend itself, the Na 

tional Guard will indeed become a plaything. The staff 
proper of a regimental commander consists of an adjutant, 

quartermaster, surgeon, assistant surgeon, and chaplain ; 
and if the exigencies of the service demand it—that is, in case 
of war, insurrection, or invasion—the Commander-in-Chief 
has the power to appoint and commission additional staff 
officers, who shall hold office during his pleasure only. In 
these instances the Commander-in-Chief, among his other 
appointments, may, on the recommendation of the Paymas- 
ter-General and Commissary-General of Subsistence, ap- 
point additional assistants on the staff of regimental com- 
manders. A clause also provides for an assistant quarter- 
master of a regiment, but as the quartermaster and 
assistant quartermaster on a regimental staff rank alike, 
they are one and the same. The law also provides for as 
many storekeepers as the exigencies of the service require. 

Here again is a fine opportunity for and unlimited increase 

of staff officers for those regimental commandants who feel 

so inclined. But perhaps it is pertinent to ask what rank 

these last-named appointees would claim. The Commander- 

in-Chief may also assign a supernumerary officer of proper 
rank to fill a vacancy on the staff of a major—general or 
brigadier-general who may request the same ; but we see no 

authority for appointing any of these officers on the staff of 
a regimental commander, especially where a vacancy is not 
apparent. Ex-officers of any command cannot legally be 
appointed on the staff of a commander, and there are no 
such persons recognized among military men of the service 
as “honorary”? staff officers. The exigencies of the ser- 
vice most emphaticaliy do not require these appointments ; 

and the general orders from headquarters are the means of 

saving officers of long and faithful service from humiliation, 
and the National Guard of this State from the buncombe 
and false position which the continuous appointment of 
‘* honorary ’’ staff officers would naturally bring upon them. 

There is already enough pomp and circumstance attached to 
the State service ; and every means should be taken to elevate 
rather than bring ridicule upon our citizen soldiery by the 
appointment of officers without commissions, and in many in- 
stances without the least knowledge of their duties. The 
‘* honorary’ appointments made on the staff of the Seventy- 
first were made from among those officers who had served 
their time in the regiment, and felt anxious to resume mili- 
tary duties; Colonel Rockafellar, therefore, following the 
doubtful example of Colonel Fisk, placed these officers on his 
staff. Nevertheless, like a good officer, he has obeyed the 
order of bis superior, and detached these additional mem- 
bers of his staff; although, like others, he may wish that the 
exigencies of the service, according to ‘the code, did require 
certain additions to his staff. Still; we think, perhaps it 
would be wise on the part of the State to make some provision 
for officers after long and faithful service who may desire to re- 
turn to military life. We have nochargeto make against these 
so-termed honorary staff appointees personally, for many of 
them are gentlemen of high character, but we do object 
seriously to the anomalous military positions they choose to 
fil. 








| E:eurs lyranrry.—The right wing of this command, com- 
prising Companies B. C, D, F, and K, held a drill at the 
State Arsenal, in full fatigue uniform, on Thursday evening 
last ; the left wing, comprising Compsnies A, E, G, H, and 
I, drill Monday, the 13th instant ; and the regiment on Tues- 
day, the 30th instant. Roll call of companies at 7:50 o’clock 
Pp. M. First sergeants’ call at 8 o’clock P. M., sharp. General 
Orders call the attention of commandants of companies to par- 
agraph 9, General Orders No. 1, current series, for immediate 
compliance therewith. The attention of first sergeants is also 
called to paragraph 3, General Orders No. 10, series of 1870, 
in relation to monthly reports. The reports required by said 
order must be forwarded tothe adjutant on or before the 
fifth day of each month. Ata meeting of the Board of Offi- 
cers held February 6, 1871, the bill of dress for non-com- 
missioned officers was altered in relation to sergeants’ epau- 
iettes, requiring all sergeants to wear epaulettes with ‘one 
row of gold fringe on the outside. The officers and mem- 
bers of thiscommand are notified that a full-dress parade 
will take place in the latter part ‘of April; and the com- 
mandant requests that every member be provided with the 
uniform at that time. 


Twenty-Tairo Inrantry.—The left wing of this regiment, 
comprising Companies B, C, K, D, and F, assembled at the 
State Arsenal, Brooklyn, on the evening of the 24th ult., for 
drill and instruction in battalion movements. This was the 
second of a series of wing drills ordered, and the first ap- 
pearance of this wing at the arsenal. The wing was divided 
inte six commands of eight files, Lieutenant~Colonel Farn- 
ham in command, assisted by one acting field officer and the 
adjutant. When we say that these last mentioned officers 
‘assisted’? during thedrill, we merely use a conventional 
phrase ; if we are asked to report the fact exactly, we must 
say they occupied their positions, rather than performed 
their duties. There were many little details that these 
officers should have attended to, and many errors committed 
which might have been corrected if the right attention had 
been given to the drill by the commandant’s assistants. 
Markers were rarely placed in position, and when the posi- 
tions were self-assumed they scarcely ever were correct; in 
al:nost every instance the markers missed the proper dis- 
tance by at least .a company front, and either gave way or 
dressed forward toward the line. In one of these successive 
formations, after the markers had been established on the 
line and the guides had successively ‘* covered,” we were 
rather surprised and amused at the question propounded by 
the battalion commander to his assistant of the field, ‘‘ What 
are these, markers?’’ Was this intended as irony, or what ? 
The movements executed were few, simple, and generally 
well and smoothly performed; the men were attentive, but 
the battalion commander lacked the happy faculty of infus- 
ing the spirit and interest in his command essential to a suc- 
cessful drill. His commands were distinct enough, but his 
instructions exceedingly indistinct—in fact, most of the time 
inaudible to us (although we purposely changed our position 
several times to hear them), and must have been to a portion 
ofthe battalion. Lieutenant-Colonel Farnham lacks what 
many officers in the National Guard and the Army require to 
be successful commanders, and that is moral power ; in other 
words, the power of controlling the constant attention and 
interest of the men by personal force, and a certain clearness, 
precision, and dignity in the giving of commands. Involved 
in this is a thorough understanding of human nature, and a 
direct appeal to the self-respect of a subordinate. Why*was 
it that in our Volunteer Army certain officers became the 
favorites of regiments, brigades, divisions, or corps, and their 
very presence was the signal for tossing the hat and giving 
the cheers as théy rode along the line? It was the power 
acquired by these officers over the men by virtue of a 
thorough understanding of human nature, and a certain per- 
sonal magnetism they possessed, which made their very 
presence stimuiative of courage and confidence. It is this 
peculiar personal quality which gives popularity to an officer, 

and without this he can never succeed, especially in the 
National Guard. Lieutenant-Colonel Farnham, we think, 

would make a better executive than commander ; for it is 
evident that he has not the power of inspiring the men, and 
the whole drill was totally devoid of interest, either to a 
spectator or the men in the ranks. The battalion com~- 
mander was careful in his orders, and never ordered a 

movement without looking ahead; yet the pauses that oc- 
curred in several instances almost amounted to ‘‘ rests,’’ and 
appeared awkward, to say the least. During the drill 
the alignment was never rectified; but in one instance 
the command given was ‘‘On the centre dress,’ when it 
should have been ‘‘ Captains rectify the alignment.’’ The 
deployments were only fairly executed, and once so poorly, 
by reason of the mistake and slowness of the third division 
commander, that a repetition of the movement was necessary. 
The sergeant-major was never in step, and appeared exceed- 
ingly awkward in his movements, kaving apparently little 
knowledge of his duties at a drill. In the marchings, the 
cadence of the step of the men was irregular, and the rear 
rank never well closed, especially in column of fours; guides 
frequently deviated from their positions incolamn, and there 
were many other details which should have claimed the atten- 
tion of those in charge, but which in almost every instance 
were overlooked or neglected. The battalion was exercised a 
very short time in loadings and firings—the muskets, very 
properly, being first inspected; the battalion commander 





ing the company commandants to inspect the pieces of the 
company. This regiment, like the majority of others, has 
recently neglected this portion of the drill, expecting long 
ere this te have had breech-loaders; we therefore did not 
expect entire proficiency, but the men did exceedingly well, 
especially by wing and battalion. The manual was very fair 
indeed, and the company officers generally well informed. 
In addition to the pauses above mentioned, there were two 
“*rests;’’ the first ‘‘in place,’? and the second ‘stack 
arms’ and the breaking of ranks. The men were generally 
steady, but we have seen them more so; and at the com- 
mand ‘Halt ’’ there was altogether too much shuffling and 
individual dressing. The drill lasted about two hours, and 
as a whole was not unsatisfactory. In pointing out the 
errors we have indicated, we have been more critical than if 
we were not examining a regiment whose reputation is prom- 
inent among the first-class organizations of the State. 


Srconp BrigaApE.—The orders designating a board of ex- 
aminers for this brigade are abrogated, and until further 
orders this board will be constituted as follows: Colonel 
Frank W. Sterry, Sixth Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel Fred-~ 
erick W. Schmale, Third Cavalry ; Lieutenant-Colonel Cornes 
lius B. Mitchell, Eighty-fourth Infantry.‘ Lieutenant Charles 
F. Robbins, of the Sixth Infantry, is directed,to report for duty 
to the president, as recorder of the board, which will con- 
vene at the armory of the Sixth Infantry, March 8, at 8 
o’clock Pp. M., for organization. 


Ercuta Regiment Presentation or Cotors.—In present- 
ing, on behalf of the city, a stand of colors to this regiment, 
on the 22d inst., the Hon. Richard 0’Gorman spoke as fol- 
lows : 


CoLONEL SCOTT, OFFICERS, AND MEN OF THE EIGHTH REGIMENT: 
There is perhaps no city on the earth where signs of enterprise and 
energy, of growing wealth and rapid progress, more abound than 
in tris city of New York. Fit*ted to be awentrepot of commerce by 
every advantage which nature could bestow, in population, in in- 
telligence, in financial resources, unrivallel in this Western world, 
our island city, clasped in the embrace of the circling waters, sits 
like a queen on her throne. With no narrow prejudices to fetter, 
with few traditions or habits of thought tv control, deterred by no 
troubled memories, but cheered by unbounded hopes, New York 
— from year to year with the changing fortunes of the great 
republic, whose aspirations it represents and realizes. 

ut yesterday it strove for wealth. Wealth acquired, to-day it 
seeks not wealth alone, but the elegance, grace, and beauty in life, 
which wealth can procure: and now the little colonial village, 
where a hundred years ago staid and frugal citizens shook taeir 
heads in disapprobation of the riots between the British garrison 
and certain turbulent young fellows called “ Sons of Liberty,” now 
grown to be the capital city of a continent, bids fair to rival or excel 
in extravagance, splendur, and luxury the most splendid and lux- 
urious cities of the =. 
All this must be. This is the path along which all nations travel 
in their career. But it is a path of danger for all that. 

In giving up the simple habits of ruder times, some of the simple 
virtues, too, are sometimes lost. Splendor and luxury, the ease 
and el ce and grace which affluence brings, are apt to make men 
soft an effeminate, and to rob them of the energy, enterprise, and 
endurance which are the true sources of national life and vigor- 
Thus men learn to live only for themselves, and to shift on others 
the burdens of public duty, which, in a free republic, no citizen 
can, without treason, refuse to discharge. For this mischievous 
tendency a corrective happily can be found. It is time for all to 
learn that, although to help as © gereuee trader to add to a 
nation’s stock of wealth, or as a scholar to cultivate and express 
such high and panes thoughts as may beautify and refine society, 
be services highly valuable, yet the duties of a citizen do not stop 
here. Truer and ruder trials of patriotism are demanded. The 
citizen should also be the soldier, trained from youth up to arms, 
educated not only to comprehend and worthily use his rights in 
time of peace, but to assert and defend them in the front of war. 
I am convinced that there is no element in the society in which we 
live more important or beneficial than the citizen soldiery. I 
think it deserves from all that society even more earnest encour- 
agement than it has received; and it is because I think that mili- 
tary education is not nearly enough fostered in this State, and I 
desire, by any humble influence I can command to aid its establish- 
ment and expansion, that I have the honor to present myself be- 
fore you to-night. 

War, we are sometimes told, will soon come to an end, and peace 
and good-will reign all over the earth. Would it were so. But I 
see few signs of the adventof thathappy time. No. Philanthropy 
may deplore the horrore of war; religion may denounce its sin; 
but banners will wave, and bugles blow, and battles be fought in 
our time, at all events. 

e history of mankind is a history of wars, and until man’s 
whole nature be changed—until strength shall cease tu prey on 
weakness, until power shall learn mercy, until diplomacy shall 
cease to cheat an equivocate, and truth shall be done and spoken 
on the earth—until then the sword must not be allowed to rust in 
its seabbard; until then a free ple must keep itself in readiness 
to defend its rights, or to lose them. 

The surest means of averting war is to be strong enough not to 
fear it. How best a nation can be always prepared for war, let the 
startling events of the last year in Europe teach us. Itis not by 
great standing armies. Their weakness has been exposed. They 
were at best a device to shift on other shoulders a burden the citi- 
zen should have borne for himself. They have proved utterly 
unequal to meet the onset of an armed people. 

But even if we, more fortunate than other peoples, were to live 
out our life, without quarrel, in unbroken peace, yet I would 
esteem mili education none the less important or essential. It 
is a school for men, and in a republic they need it. It teaches dis- 
cipline, obedience to authority, self-denial, self-control—qualities 
without which no society can be secure, or prosperous, or happy. 
Remember, too, that the softer and gentler virtues of man's charac- 
ter—respect for weakness, tender regard and homage for woman, 
courtesy toward all, the noble combination of co and gentle- 
ness which in old times was called;chivalry, and which we some- 
times see and prize in the true gentleman of to-day—first showed 
themselves, not in-royal courts, not inthe marts of commerce, but 
in the camps of soldiers, and amid the rough scenes of war. 

“ Tender and true” was the motto of the noble house of Douglas. 
None more t or fearless than they ever set spear in rest, or 
fought for the honor of the Scottish land. 

But you havea more familiar and more illustrious example 
nearer at hand to-day. This is the birthday of George Washing- 
ton. All through that bitter war with Great Britain which secured 
American independence, the spirit which presided over the Ameri- 
can which guided the counsels and cheered the fainting 
courage of the people, led their battles, taught them to fight, to 
endure, to hope, was not an angry spirit, but always dignified, 
gentle, merciful, and magnanimous. 

Washington was great as a soldier, great as a statesman; 
but not in these attitudes does his chaiacter show itself more 
worthy of veneration and love than in this—that it possessed all 
the qualities which made him indeed one of the first and truest 
gent. of his age. 

Moved by tnese sentiments, full of respect, sir, for your organiza~ 
tion, and for the system of which your ae is a worthy part, 
hoping that it may thrive and flourish and extend, I deliver to you 
in the name and on behalf of the Mayor and corporation 
of New York. 
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of a great republic. 

Fourreests Ixraxtry.—Although but little has recently 
been reported of this regiment—for which the officers pea 
alone to blame—=still we learn that matters are progressing 
well, and the regiment still holds its own. The full-dress 
uniforms adopted last summer do not appear to be procured 
rapidly by the members ; in fact, thus far, very little mention 
has been made relative to the new dress, which in pattern and 
trimmings is similar to the Ninth regiment’s—dark blue 


cloth, red trimmings. 


Batt or Provipence Ligur inrantry.—The grand ball 

of the Providence Light Infantry took place on the 22d 
(Washington’s birthday), and was an occasion to be long re- 
membered in the lively capital of Rhode Island. For many 
days and weeks in advance the leaders of fashion had looked 
forward to this as the crowning event of the season; and 
the gentler sex were in a state of excitement bordering on 
distraction as they considered the most effective toilets, and 
chose and rejected one after another. Military heroes fur- 
bished up their regimentals and practiced the dancing steps 
in secret. Nothing was forgotten or neglected ; and when at 
last the auspicious evening came, the ball was fully worthy 
of allthe thought and labor it had cost. Howard Hall was 
tastefully decorated with the flags of the Providence Light 
Infantry, of the city of Providence and State of Rhode 
Island, and the national colors were ‘gracefully festooned 
about stage and gallery. The entertainment opened with a 
long procession of ladies and gentlemen, headed by his Excel- 
lency Governor Padelford, with Captain Dennis and other 
distingaished guests ; and after the customary march around 
tha hall and zigzag down the centre, the music changed to a 
waltz, and the floor was instantly covered with circling coup_ 
les, thus opening a series of dances which continued until 
zock-crow. The rich toilets of the ladies mingling with the 
handsome uniforms of the Light Infantry, and their military 
guests with bright buttons and orders flasting in the gas- 
light, and here and there a fanereal swallow-tail to heighten 
the effect by contrast, made the scene a brilliant one; the 
most brilliant one, we think, that Providence has seen daring 
this unusually gay season, and which would compare favor- 
ably with the balls ofthe metropolis. The proverbial beauty 
of the ladies of Khode Island has not been overrated, nor 
the sumptuousness and elegance of the entertainments which 
have won for that State so high a place in the social scale of 
America. The rooms were well filled, and at eleven o’clock. 
the most crowded hour, everybody was there; including the 
inevitable young man with the crush hat, which he fondly 
carried in dance or promenade, everywhere ; and the wall- 
flower, watching every opportunity to capture a seat and 
hold it; and the paterfamilias, who can’t stay ; and the dow- 
ager, dozing and nodding in the corner. The harmony of 
the scene was not outraged by coats of promiscuous cut. 
Everybody who was not military was civil enough to wear 
evening dress. The orchestra discoursed such strains as have 
not been heard since Apollo led the choir on Mount Parnassus. 
Good taste, good humor, and good order prevailed through- 
outthe entertainment, which by universal consent equalled 
in style and brilliancy any which have preceded it in Rhode 
Island, long famous for its balls. 


TwELrTa Inrantry.—The new regimental armory, corner 
of Broadway and Thirty-fourth street, being now prepared 
for the use of the command, company drills will henceforth 
take place there, the companies alternating in the use of the 
large drill-room according to previous regulations. Com- 
mandants of companies will take measures to remove all 
company property from the old armory, which must be va- 
cated immediately. Closets have been fitted up under the 
arm-case in the large drill-room with shelving for the use of 
the company quartermaster-sergeants, and are intended to 
take the place of the large chests, which should be disposed 
of, all useless clothing being at once turned over to the regi- 
mental quartermaster. 

The adjutant will be in attendance at the new armory on 
Wednesday evening of each week for the transaction of regi- 
mental business. 

Firta Inrantry.—On Tuesday evening last Mr. Louis 
Hallen, late acting paymaster of the regimental ‘* honorary ’’ 
staff, was elected major of this regiment, vice Allen, resigned. 
Up to the last moment Mr. Hallen was the only gentleman 
mentioned in connection with the position, the officers hay- 
ing generally settled upon this selection ; but it appears a 
committee in the mean time had waited upon ex-Major Kent, 
late of the ‘“‘ Washington Grays,’’ and tendered him the 
nomination, which he, we learn, accepted. The Officers, it 

appears, were not united in the matter, as the result of the 
votes cast fully illustrates: Hallen, 11; Kent, 10. Weare 
not surprised that so many of the officers-of the Fifth desired 
to secure so good and influential an officer as Major Kent ; 
but we hope all will now cordially support Major Hallen, 
This we think is the third change in the majority of the 
regiment during the past eighteen months, or during the ad- 
ministration of the regiment’s present commander, The | 





be. 
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regiment during this peric has also had as many or more 
changes in its chieft of staff and quartermasters. These 
constant changes are ominous, and should be aveided here, 
after. The Fifth at onetime stood first among the German or: 
ganizations of the First division, we may say in the National 
Guard, and shou!d still occupy that position. But it is 
evident that matters do not work with the old-time regu- 
larity. 
Exursition Demtts.—Company A, First Infantry (E. A. 
Kimball Guard), Captain Andrew B. Dobbs, gave an exhibi- 
tion drill at the regimental armory of the Forty-seventh, 
Brooklyn, E. D., on Wednesday evening. The exhibition 
and concert which follewed was given in aid of the widows’ 
and orphans’ fund of Post Mansfield, G. A. R. The armory 
was comfortably filled ; and the exhibition excited no little 
attention, the company for a long time past being well known 
asa “ competitive’? company, or one in the habit of fre- 
quently giving exhibition drills. The company has vastly 
improved since its last drill we witnessed, and, together with 
its commandant, deserves special praise for the energy it has 
displayed in perfecting itself in drill. The company was re- 
ceived at the armory by a detailed guard of the Forty- 
seventh, composed of forty men, under command of Lieuten- 
ant Hendrickson, of Company G, commanding; Lieutenant 
Brower, Company E ; and Lieutenant Wetherbee, Company 
A. The guard, so far as the rank and file were concerned, 
executed the movements attendant upon the reception ina 
manner which reflected much credit upon the company offi- 
cers, and evidenced creditable attention on the part of mem- 
bers. The beaaty of the reseption,; however, was marred 
somewhat by an error of the commandant of the guard, caused 
perhaps by nervousness on his part rather than any lack of 
knowledge of his duties. The error occurred by giving the 
command ‘ Left front into line ’’ at a time when ‘‘ Fours left?’ 
would have been correct. The men, however, showed a 
knowledge of their position by executing the ‘‘ fours left.’’ 
They should, however, at all times, execute orders only as 
given, allowing the fault'to rest with the officer giving them. 
The exhibiting company, parading twelve files, entered the 
room in a steady and soldierly manner, which gave evidence 
of attention to the first rudiments of military education— 
steadiness. The commandant, however, should be more 
steady in his position while giving orders. In marching in 
column of fours the captain failed to take his position on 
the left of the first sergeant, and, at the command “Right 
forward, fours right,” the first sergeant took position in front 
of column of fours before receiving the command “ Guide 
left.’? The captain in every instance failed to give 
the command ‘ Guide left’ in that movement. {The 
company ‘executed ‘‘column right and left’? without 
the command “ March’’ following. In wheeling into 
column of fours, the captain failed to give the com- 
mand ‘‘Guide left, or right,’’ as the fours right or left were 
executed. In executing the ‘‘ left in frontcolumn of four,’’ the 
command was given ‘‘ Fours left about,’’ when it should have 
been “ right about.’? In manual of arms, fingers were not 
closed. In marching to the rear, a step not exceeding three 
inches was taken, when it should have been four inches. 
The halt from the march was promptly performed, and has 
seldom been excelled in anycompany. Especial praise is 
due to the uniformity in which arms were brought to the 
‘‘earry’’ from ‘‘ right shoulder shift ” after coming to a halt. 
‘‘Unfix bayonets’? from ‘‘carry ’’ was most creditably per- 
formed; and the marchings were all exceedingly steady, and 
seldsm excelled in company drill. 
On the same evening of the above drill, Company K, 
Eighth Infantry, Captain Green, gave an exhibition of its 








if we may except a large delegation of the ‘“Webster 


be remembered by many, entered into a competition a year 
or two since with Company G of tne same regiment, the fini] 
trial, through some misunderstanding, never taking place.. 
Since that time Captain Green has continued to perfect his 
company in drill with praiseworthy motives, not apparently 
for competitive purposes, but from a desire to have a well 
disciplined and drilled command. It is not our purpose in 
these brief and hurried remarks to comment very strongly on 
the defects of the drill as exhibited on this occasion, but 
rather to encourage the apparent desire of the company and 
its commandant to excel in military proficiency. It was at 

least 8:30 o’clock before the company made its appearance, 

the interval being supplied by some very excellent music by 

a small orchestra, under the leadership of Professor 0’ Brien. 

At this hour the company filed up the steep staircase leading 

from the ‘‘ croquet ’’ room and entered the main room of the 

arsenal from the eastern door. 
teen files in full-dress uniform, appeared steady and to ad- 
vantage. The movements in the ‘‘school of the company” 
were by both right and left, the latter by the way being gen- 
erally overlooked by most exhibiting companies in the 


ling almost half single rank distance; the men were very 
irregular in cadence, and many found it almost impossible to 
keep instep; marching by company front excellent ; obliques 
generally poor; backward step exceedingly well; forming 
from double to single rank, and vice versa, very fair; 
single rank marching, company front,very wellf performed ; 
and the first portion of the programme a very fair exhibition 


qualities in the “school of the company,’’ at the State 
Arsenal, which was well filled by a not over critical audience 


Guard’’ of the Twelfth Infantry. Thiscompany (K), it will 
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of the company’s qualities, although open te criticism for 
which we have not space. Part second, men in fatigue, 
comprised company inspection and the manual, loading and 
firing, all of which was generally excellent throughout. Part 
third, fancy executions, comprised tap and silent drill, in~ 
cluding the loadings and firings erect, and inclining or 
lying down, all of which was an exceedingly fair ex- 
hibition, the latter being particularly noteworthy for its 
general excellence, In the wheelings during the drill the 
pivot men always gave way; and in platoon marching (an 
innovation on Upton perhaps, but generally allowable) the 
commandant of the second platoon never gave a command, 
merely when wheeling turning toward his platoon with 
sword extended in both hands. In rallying by company— 
which, by the way, was ptorly executed—this same 
officer apparently forgot his position, and appeared very - 
awkward. The subaltern officers of the company and at 
least one-third of the men, we were informed, were not 
members of company K, but taken from other companies of 
the regiment, and these we recognized in several instances. 
This plan is poor’ policy; and we should think so good an 
officer and instructor as Captain Green appears to be would 
discountenance anything of the kind. But we presume he fol-* 
lows the example of other companies in this line. The | 
drill,'as a whole, was an exceedingly fair exhibition, ard 
highly appreciated by those present. 


Various Irems.—Famous Company I, Twelfth Infantry, 
Captain John H. French, hop in calico at Irving Hall on the 
8th ; at least their friends do.....A prominent and exceeding. 
ly capable colonel of a first class organization in Brooklyn is 
about to return to his “ first love,’’ the Seventh, or we learn 
is anxious to do so, in the capacity of captain. Here is a 
chance for the Sixth company, now that its commandant is re- 
ported to have resigned......The account of the elegant little 
reception of Company F, Twelfth, which took place on Wel- 
nesday evening last, is unavoidably crowded out...... Troops 
F and G, Third Cavalry, an ‘‘all hail” invitation announ- 
ces, will be ‘‘ surprised ”’ en masque by their lady friends on 
Tuesday evening next. We trust that’ we are not the first 
to let out this all-important cecret......The ‘* Yard’? ease ha 
been postponed twice this week. Alas, poor Yorick!...... 
We tremble for the fate of the Jovurnat! Company I, Thir- 
teenth, has brought forth its Haversack, and henceforth will 
supply mental and military food to the members of the regi- 
ment. But seriously, the idea of a company newspaper is pro- 
gressive, if nothing else......We learn that three commandants 
of the Thirteenth have just resigned—Captains Van Cleef, 
Tanner, and Barnet......Many items of interest are crowd- 
ed out of this issue. 
—_—Ss—S_av_ ee 
MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marri: should be paid for at the rate of 
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Bratt—Norris.—On Tuesday, February 21, 1871, at St. Louis, 
Mo., by the Rev. E. Carter Hutchinson, D.D., Captain Gro. T. 


Brat, U. 8. A., to Miss E, A. Norris. 


Wa.tton—Lyncu.—On February 21, 1871, at the residence of the 
bride's brother, Captain J. H. James, Ur Ohio, by the 
Rev. F. Sewall, Taos. C. Watton, M. D., Surgeon U. 8. Navy, to 
Miss Karz Janz Lxxcu. (No cards.) 


Bationr—McCerrey.—On Tuesday, the 2ist ult., by the Rev. 
Father Preston, at the bride’s residence, No. 21 Fifth Avenue, 
Dominick B. Bavioxg, Paymaster U. 8. Navy, to Consranog 
Louise, daughter of the late Captain Robert and Modesta McUer- 
ork. (No cards.) 
EvereTt—TrovutT—At Memphis, Tenn., on Wednesday, January 
Rev. George White, 
Kector of Calvary Church, W1tL1am Everett, U. Saray, to NEgL- 








W. C. ROGERS & (0., 


STATIONERS AND PRINTERS, 
. 26 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK: 
Speclalty—Military Blank Forms and Documents printed 


order, at reasonable prices. 
Descriptive Books 


Endorsement and Memorandum Books 
Con soli¢éated Report Book 
Court-martial Books, Sergeants’ Roll Books, 





Weddine. and Visitine Cards of the Latest Stvles, ete. eto’ 





The company paraded six. | * 


o 


the Tribune ca 
pared, 
columns of type, 
day, February 
rint. 
partment, Medical 


nance, Post vege coe Cavalry. 
Army Officers 


printed an imperfect one, entirely omi 
fficers. There will doubtless 
among gentlemen of the Army, and 


RMY REGISTER FOR 1 0. 


OFFICERS IN SERVICE, RETIRED OFFICERS, THE 


DEAD LIST, ETO. 


There is such delay in the printing of the Army Register, that 
used a full list of the officers of the Army to be 
up to the Ist of January last. It cocupies fifteen 
filing nearly five columns of the 7'ribune, of Fri- 
24. This is the only full and accurate list now iu 
It gives the Adjutant-General’s Bureau of 
Departm t, Pa pie a ona. 
ent, Pa - 
, Infantry, Retired Offiers, 
o died in 1870, and a synopsis of of recent 
ing the Army of the United States. 


corrected 


itary Justice, 
Ww 
G) ve 
~ tting the names a7 cdbalters 
a demand for this document 


friends. 
Price, by mail, postage paid, SIX CENTS. Address 
THE TRIBUNE, New York. 





National Guard. The marching in column of fours was only Mass OF CAVALEE WISHES TO BEGHAM - 
fair; rear rank not well aligned, and the gap between equal~ | 40.77 amp oo Sineuene settia enare Asmara 





kota, wishes to effect. a 
AND 


Ee a 
tect Aen Peadvess ORDER, Olle Anmuy 


Navy Jougman. 





([BANSFER—A OAPTAIN OF INFANTRY (white 


on the list and stationed at a most desirable 








Fest mts to tana ito 


the artillery or cavalry, Address 
core Anwx any Nays JouRNAL, ~ ae 

















466 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


=== == = 


Maron 4, 1871. 








HISTORY OF THE NAVAL# STAFF QUESTION. 


(From the Nation for February 23.) 

THERE is just nowa deal of discussion at Wash- 
kept alive elsewhere by occasional articles in the 

daily papers, upon a subject which, considering its real 
importance, is surprisingly ill-understood—namely, the 
reorganization of Navy, more commonly called the 
“ Staff Question.” Mainly because the discussion relates 
to a “specialty,” and is therefore gladly left for argu- 
ment and set t to those specially concerned, and 
partly because of the ill-advised efforts of too zealous ad- 
vocates who rush into print on either side, the real mat- 
ter at issue has been lost sight of in a fog of side issues 
and technicalities, until the interested public has been 
narrowed down to the small number whose relatives and 
friends are directly affected by the present status of the 
Navy, which a part of them desire to change. Yet, if 
_ it is worth while to have a Navy at all, it is worth while 
to see that it be efficient; and the smaller the number 
of ships and officers to which it is reduced, the more im- 
+ becomes the state of efficiency and readiness in 
which it is maintained. No doubt, small quarrels and 
conflicts of authority and precedence will inevi- 

tably and uently occur among gentlemen whose bile 
is daily sti up and temper soured by the discomforts 
and confinement of sea vi ; and the public has very 
“sensibly ceased to take much interest in naval squabbles. 
But the present dispute really appears to be rooted too 
deeply to be lightly disregarded. Onshore as well as at 
sea, and during more than two years, the division has 
been growing wider and deeper ; and it is persistently al- 
leged that, unless certain points are settled definitely 
by law, and no longer left to the elastic rules of usage 
and precedent, the efficiency of the service will be seri- 
ously impaired, while its internal harmony can now 
scarcely be said to exist at all. These points of issue 
are between the line officers and those of the staff, the 
latter being inclusive of surgeons, paymasters, and en- 
gineers; and can scarcely be made intelligible without 

@ brief explrnation. 

The functionaries of a man-of-war are: first, the com- 
manding officer; second, an “ executive officer,” or first 
lieutenaut, who executes the orders of the commander, 
and should not originate any orders himself. This offi- 
cer presides in the ward-room, and is supposed to exer- 
cise general supervision over all departments of the ship. 
Officers desiring to leave the ship or to communicate 
with the captain, whatever their nominal rank or length 
of service, must first ask the “ executive’s” permission ; 
all ts to the captain must be first presented to him; 
and, 8 fine, he stands between the commander and all 
others on board, and by special regulation takes prece- 
dence of all staff officers. Nextin rank among line offi- 
cers is the navigator, who performs the duties indicated 
by his title, which on merchant vessels belong to the 
cay ; and below him are feur or more watch officers, 
who take the charge of the deck in turn for four hours 
atatime. Of {the staff there are a surgeon, paymaster, 
and engineer, and on large vessels an assistant surgeon 
and one or more assistant engineers. 

Previously to the late war, the highest rank known in 
the Navy was that of post-captain, the title “commo- 
dore’’ being given, by courtesy only, to the senior captain 
commanding a squadron or fleet ; and a staff officer, after 
due length of service, might attain to the rank of com- 
mander, the second grade then existing. The dispute 
now was then unknown, for the reason, as the 
ataff allege, that, promotion being very slow, officers of 
the line were not advanced to — of power and 
command until had thoroughly mastered the details 
of their duties, had learned by experience to recog- 
nize the ibilities of others as well as their own. 
The “ gray-haired lieutenant” who was first officer in 
those days (the term “executive” is of recent growth), 
although perhaps no classical scholar, had appreciated 
the ae of Menenius Agrippa’s fable long before 
he had attained to that position of authority; and a 
courtesy which left the authority unfelt, and its exercise 
unneeded, was then as constantly the rule as we are com- 
pelled to believe that it is now the exception. The staff 
contend, moreover, that in the earlier days of the Navy 
the first lieutenant was really what he purported to be, 
the executor of the orders of the captain, and not, as now, 
an independent authority, resenting as “ interference ” 
any personal action of the commander concerning the de- 
fails of ship management, and as “ insubordination ” all 
efforts of staff officers to improve the condition and effi- 
ciency of their respective departments. 

‘When the enlargement of the Navy consequent upon 
the war rendered it desirable to create the additional 
grades of commodore, rear-admiral, vice-admiral, and ad- 
miral, there was no ies advance in the staff 
grades until Mr. Welles, in 1863, by a general order, 
yaised their ible rank to that “ with” captain, grant- 
ing the chiefs of the several bureaus the “assimilated ” 
yank of commodore. With this they were content, al- 
though varying interpretations of the word “ assim- 

” began early to be a casus belli, more or less sup- 
pt by the common danger and consequent nearer fel- 
wship of the war. But in 1869 Mr. Borie’s Gen- 
Order No. 120 was promulgated, reducing all 

staff officers to their status of 1846, and addi- 
tional regulations were issued, confirming in many ways 
the su: y of line officers, even the very youngest, 
over all the staff. ee mealies among the 
line officers, especially in the lower grades, became so 
pnidshyy men who made their first real 
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in his representatives, whatever their nominal rank; 
and that such tatives are the executive officer 
and the officer of the deck for the time being. Should staff 


stances might frequently arise in which they would be 
entitled to command the ship, a sphere of duty for which 
they are totally unfitted by education. Moreover, they 
maintain that, for the proper maintenance of discipline, a 
superiority of their own, as the governing class and 
essentially the Navy, must be acknowledged, particular- 
ly by those whom ‘they delight in calling “ the auxiliary 
officers” of the Navy. 

The staff, on the other hand, claim to understand best 
the details of the management of their several depart- 
ments, and state that under the present system the effi- 
ciency of the service is frequently and seriously impaired 
by unwarrantable and petty interferences on the part of 
young and subordinate line officers. They therefore ask 
for the control of their respective departments, subject 
only, though entirely, to the captain of the ship. They 
demand, to this end, and as the only practical remedy, 
actual rank (but expressly disclaim the right of com- 
mand in the line or outside of their several specialties) 
and the right to quarters in the cabin. With this rank 
they ask for the dignities, immunities, and privileges 
which it prareye to the line, with the exceptions above 
mentioned ; and that the precedence of the executive offi- 
cer over themselves be limited, as in the line, to cases 
in which he is senior in lineal rank, or by date of com- 
mission. These demands have been embodied in the 
Stevens bill, which is now pending in the Senate. 

The result of the present state of uncertainty is cer- 

tainly bad, and calls for a remedy. The Naval service 
has become a house divided against itself, to the point of 
almost absolute non-intercourse. Officers go to sea 
bristling with jealous watchfulness of each other's ac- 
tions, and ready constantly to seize upon the first pretext 
for a dispute. Reports, based often upon the most trivial 
grounds, are more frequent than in a yo ladies’ board- 
ing-school; and, from such a state of feeling, delays, 
want of esprit de corps, and occasionally positive public 
damage, have resulted. In the medical corps, for example, 
although an examining board is constantly in session, 
there are to-day over fifty vacancies ; and when in a pro- 
fession notoriously so overcrowded as the medical, not so 
many can be found able to pass the moderate examina- 
tion, and willing to accept a position which should be 
honorable, there follows a strong presumption that the 
alleged injustice to staff officers has d foundation in 
fact. The medical profession, ind has taken up the 
cudgels actively, and there is now scarcely a medical as- 
sociation in the country which has not passed resolu- 
tions calling for legislation in this matter, and, so far, 
discouraging capable physicians from offeriag themselves 
as doctors in our national vessels. 
In support of their assertiun, that actual rank will 
prove a sufficient remedy for the hardships and hin- 
drances which they suffer, the staff officers point io the 
well-known success of the staff organization in the Ar- 
my, where the provisions of the Stevens bill have been 
long in practical operation. The efficiency of the Army 
Medical De ent has really been a wonder to the 
scientific world in general. Its circulars are accepted 
as the best of authorities in Europe as well as at home, 
and it has become a legitimate source of pride to every 
American who knows its history and values the true hon- 
or of hiscountry. If this great success and acknowleged 
superiority be, as alleged, the result of independence of 
action and of freedom from the control of those not ex- 
perts in medical and surgical matters, doubtless the in- 
stance is well chosen and applicable. 

Or take the case of the paymasters. The cost to the 
Government of disbursing its money, including the pay 
of officers’ transportation and defi ions—much noise 
has been made about this and that notorious case of em- 
bezzlement—was less than one-sixteenth of one per cent. 
—a fact showing, as the advocates of the civil service 
bill have well said, that the surest protection to the 
Government against the dishonesty of its officials is to be 
found by making its offices tenes and respectable, 
thereby attracting a class of men so high as to be above 
the commoner temptations to fraud. Concerning the 
Army system, General Sherman writes to Admiral Porter 
that it “works very well in practice,” and such is the 
testimony of Army officers generally. 

It appears, also, that in other countries this distinction 
which staff officers find it so hard to endure does not ex- 
ist. Inthe Russian navy, for example, they attain to 
the highest rank (general admiral); in the British and 
Spanish to that of vice-admiral; in the French and 
Austrian to rear-admiral, without impairing either effi- 
ciency or discipline. 

There are at least two facts to be deduced from the 
mass of contradictory statements on both sides of this 
quarrel. Oneis, that the staff officers of the Navy are quite 
convinced that they are unjustly treated, and are clear 
as to the remedy; and the other is, that this remedy has 
the merit of being no new or untried experiment, but a 

lan which has worked well in practice, in the United 

States Army and in the navies of other countries. Its 

merits must be decided by Congress, since every effort to 

settle the question by means of mixed boards, and by re- 
ference to those most thoroughly cognizant of the cir- 
cumstances, has resulted in a strictly party division and 

no agreement upon essential points. Certainly the pic- 
ture which has been presented of tie aged fleet surgeon 
or paymaster asking the executive officer, not born when 
he entered the service, “for permission to go on shore,” 
reporting to the beardless ensign pacing the quarter- 
deck that he has “permission to leave the ship,” and 
then waiting for a still lesser youngster to take com- 
mand of the boat which is to convey him ashore, mani- 
fests an inherent absurdity, which is yet the necessary 
result of existing laws and regulations. Or think of a 
com + surgeon condemned by a naval court-martial 
ay occa hey ape tepprenge pA sick list and declaring 
him too ill for duty, when a certain line officer—who 
had disabled a man oaaitcte, axtiecee that the 

m well. 
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officers be allowed actual rank—say the line—circum- 


few of those who remain at home are aware to how great 
an extent foreign ideas of Americans, particularly out- 
side of Europe, are based upon the demeanor, attain- 
ments, and ability of the officers of the Navy. Aside 
from the undoubted necessities of war, it is a matter of 
considerable importance to this country that, at least un- 
til the diplomatic service can be set upon a more creditable 
footing, the Navy should be so constructed and directed 
as to attract the best attainable material into both staff 
and line corps. And in no way can this be better effect- 
ed than by at least equalizing the status of professional 
men on board ship with that which they would occupy 
in the military service on shore. 

Much, if not most, of the trouble now existing is to be 
attributed to the introduction of equivocal terms, such 
as “assimilated rank,” admitting of various construc- 
tions according to the whim or prejudice of different 
officers, and it is to be hoped that the snbject will not 
only be fully discussed in Congress, but finally settled 
by a plain and intelligible enactment. 








FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tr is understood that in the coming financial year a 
considerable sum will be taken in ths British estimates 
to provide Harvey’s torpedoes. 


THE two new ironclads which have been for some time 
in course of construction at the Tersaneh in the Inner 
Horn are now completed, says the Levant Herald, and 
are said to do great credit to the Turkish government 
and its employees. The engines and all the fittings of 
these vessels are the work of the imperial factory at Yali- 
Kiosk. 

THE Broad Arrow say that in consequence of Admiral 
Mends having reported that in his opinion Her Majesty’s 
troop ships will be able with safety to pass through the 
Suez Canal next year, it is the intention of the author- 
ities to avail themselves of this direct route, which will 
prevent the necessity of keeping up a supply of trans- 
ports on both sides of the isthmus. 


THE British revenue cruiser Moccasin, according to 
Nature, has been supplied with a new marine drag, that 
is, one of those substitutes for an anchor which will, it 
is said, effectually prevent a ship’s drifting even in the 
heaviest weather. The success of experiments made 
and reported to the Treasure Department has caused a 
contract to be made with a New York firm for the con- 
struction of several of these marine drags; and it is the 
intention to supply all vessels in the revenue service 
with them. 


THE Engineer says the present service case shot con- 
tains 8 oz. iron balls packed in coal dust, the envelope 
being formed of tinned iron, with a lining of three plates 
of iron running longitudinally like the staves of a barrel, 
being designed to protect the grooving of the gun from 
the pressure of the balls. The bottom is strengthened 
with two iron plates, so as to carry the balls well for- 
ward ; round its exterior edge are fixed solder studs of 
sufficient size to prevent the shot from passing out of the 
shot chamber into the bore of the gun on ramming home. 
On the whole it seems likely that the present pattern of 
case shot might be much im yroved, although it carries 
close and gives fair results on targets. 

THERE are no two opinions, says a writer from Paris, 
about the conduct of the Naval Brigade, which came 
up to Paris some 16,000 strong, and which has lost a 
couple of thousand men in the defence of the forts, the 
attack on Bourget, and other minor affairs. The sailors 
have done their duty soberly and well to the perfect 
satisfaction of every one. Paris is enchanted with them, 
is delighted to have made their acquaintance, and boasts 
that the French fleet is the finest in the world. The 
report made by General Schmitz that the forts had not 
suffered at all from the Prussians turns out to be not 
only false, but grossly so. The fire was very destructive, 
and the Naval Brigade were called upon to exhibit the 
best qualities of soldiers in their defence. 


THE low freeboard monitor Abyssinia, 1,854 tons, 4 
guns, 200-horse power, built under contract with the 
Hon. Council of India, and Admiralty supervision, for 
the defence of Bombay, by Messrs. J. and W. Dudgeon 
at Millwall, arrived out at Bombay on January 23, after 
a very successful voyage, via the Suez Canal. She has 
made the voyage under steam alone, carrying only two 
signal poles, having been advisedly fitted with no pro- 
vision for sail-carryiug power. She left Greenhithe at noon 
on November 23 last, and called in at Falmouth on the 
27th. On the 29th she sailed again, and arrived at 
Gibraltar at noon on December 6. After twenty hours’ 
stay at the Rock she resumed her voyage, arriving at 
Malta on the 12th, and leaving again on the 14th. Port 
Said was reached on the 20th, and she left on the 22d for 
Suez, which was reached on the 28th, and sailed from 
again on the 30th. Aden was gained on January 10, and 
Bombay, as already stated, on the 23d. 


In speaking of tactical artillery instruction in a late 
lecture delivered in London, Captain T. B. Strange, of 
the British artillery, observed that one of the noblest 
peculiarities of the Prussian army was its power of 
self-criticism, while in the French military conferences 
before the present war little else was found but self- 
satisfaction. In the war of 1866 the Prussian artillery, 
believing in long range and the inadvisability of closing 
with musketry fire, got too farin the rear to support 
their infantry. This course of tactics was subject to 
sharp Prussian censure. The advice given to change 
this system was calmly considered by the senior officials 
of the Prussian army of the arm of the service in 
uestion, and the results of the war of 1870 showed how 
© Prussian army profited by the comments thus made 
as regarded the tactics referred to. In the course of a 
lengthened discourse the gallant lecturer enforced the 
necessity of an improved professional education among 
artillery non-commissioned officers, and the great de- 





irability of placing at the head of the artillery ser- 
vice a director who could enforce and carry out such 


an improved system of education, 





— Oo at © 


- —_— =p» 2. _.§ an 4 ee me fo aoe at ao ws ae ae 


